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MEMBERS DIRECTORY
You should receive your copy of the 1997 Members Directory with this
Newsletter. Hopefully, the corrections mentioned from the information received
after the first edition have all been made - if not please let the Editor know, and
accept his humble apologies.
A quick count of the entries will show that

ANNUAL SUPPER

the Society only has a membership of about 440.

FRIDAY 27 MARCH 1998

This is somewhat disappointing when you know

(sit-down 7.30 p.m. sharp)

that around 180 students leave the School each
year. Finding people years after they have left is

PRESIDENT

difficult so a lot depends on personal contacts
either

through

places

of

work

or

Des Diamond

family

connections. Any ideas on what would make the

O.M.S.

The Supper will be held in Big Hall
Doors open from 6.15 p.m.

more attractive would be welcomed;

thoughts please to Roger Brown. With the end of
Bar facilities available from 6.15 p.m.

the millennium not far off it would be gratifying

until the close at 11.30 p.m.

to have, say, a network of at least 2,000 former

pupils.

Dress Informal
(jacket and tie)

Tickets cost only

OCCUPATIONAL DIRECTORY

£15 each

The 1997 edition of this booklet should
also be included with this Newsletter.

and can be obtained from the Honorary Treasurer

If you would like an entry, which costs
nothing, next time please let Roger Brown have
details.

Students in full-time education can get special
tickets at a discounted rate of £10.00

(please use the 'Return Sheet' of this Newsletter)

Special dietary requirements at no extra cost

All Old Maidstonians welcome!
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450th ANNIVERSARY

December

Carol Service

With the countdown to the School's
anniversary year, 1999, continuing the School
has now produced its draft list of events. These
are liable to change in timing or, indeed, actually
being included in the final programme.
However, to give you an idea of what is being
suggested the draft list follows:
January

End of Term/Year Thanksgiving
Service

Of course, there may be other events
added. A range of celebration items will also be

produced and rest assured OMs will be kept in
formed of all activities. There may well be some
functions included specifically aimed at ex-pupils

Event to launch the year: Firework
Display?

and their families.

Indeed, it was mentioned in the Summer
Newsletter that it might be possible to hold
'anniversary' dinners in other parts of the country,
as well as the tradition function at the School in
March.
To get members' views on possible
locations the committee would like to conduct a
mini-poll; listed below are six cities/towns that
might be considered:

Chamber Concert & Art
Exhibition
February

'Pilgrimage Day* through history
1549-1999 for primary schools
(Music, History, and English)

March

Special Charities Week

Junior School Play

Choral Evensong (Canterbury?)
May

Major Concert with Choir, Band,
and Orchestra - music from 15491999: Guest conductors (notable
OMs?)

July

Festival/Founders Week:

London
Bristol
Norwich
Manchester
Plymouth
Edinburgh

Monday - Service in Canterbury
Cathedral (whole school)

Perhaps if you are sending in the Return

Sheet for anything (subs, garments, tickets, etc,
you could add a comment about a possible
favoured site. Other suggestions can also be
made. If, say, 30 OMs could get to a location
then it may be viable to organise - they don't all
have to be members of the Society!

Tuesday - Performance of Haydn's
'Creation'

Wednesday - Open Day for
general public with Arts, Science

displays/demonstrations

Your help in guiding the committee on its
decision making is appreciated.

School vs. Old Boys Cricket
Match(es)

Thursday - Sports Day

Friday - Pageant Play & Barbecue

NO REPLY?

August

Rugby Tour to Canada

September

Music Society event

October

It would appear that the Honorary
Treasurer/Editor's
ansaphone
has
been
misbehaving during the last few months and

Concert with present and past

some messages have been recorded over by the
next incoming call.

Music Society Dinner

If you have tried to get hold of Roger
Brown and not had reply then sincere apologies.
Hopefully, the problem has been rectified now.

music staff

November

Major production at Hazlitt

Theatre ('Sound of Music?' 'Me
and My Girl'?)

- 2-

Another History of the School...
Starting in this Newsletter are extracts from a book entitled "An Account of the Grammar School in the
King's Town and Parish of Maidstone in Kent". It was written by Frank Streatfield, MA who was
Chaplain of Christ Church, sometime Gunsley Exhibitioner of University College, Oxford, and
published in 1915. The text is copied in its original format and spelling...
"The early history of Maidstone School, by which is meant the circumstances of its origin and
growth in the twelfth to fifteenth centuries, is somewhat obscure. The Edwardian foundation in 1549,
as was the case elsewhere, was only the reinstatement of an older school; but there are practically no
records of, and only scanty allusions to, the earlier institution. There is little difficulty, however, in
finding traces of its existence with tolerable certainty.
Maidstone was always a likely spot for a home of learning, and in 1209 formed one of the cities
of refuge for the scholars who fled from Oxford; this fact may be taken as proof positive of the
existence of a school at that time, to supply a prelude to the University course. This Tertia Academia',
however, had but a short lease of life, for within a brief space Oxford welcomed back her 'alumni'.
In 1348 we find definite mention of the school at Maidstone in the Subsidy Roll of 22 Ed. Ill,
where this entry occurs:
DfeJ mag[ist]rfoj de scolar[ibusj xj d.

This school may very probably have been attached to the House of the Grey Friars, situate at the top of
Gabriel's Hill.

But in course of time (1395) a more magnificent establishment appeared on the scene. This was
the College of All Saints, the splendid foundation of Archbishop Courtenay, who was only prevented
by death from conferring still greater benefits upon his favourite residence. Although primarily a body
of Canons to serve the Church, like all such foundations it performed educational work, and this side of
the work was conspicuous in Maidstone. To avoid the Papal interference, of which Maidstone had had
such a bitter experience in times past, Courtenay had left the election of the warden in the hands of the

Sub-Warden and Fellows, and they availed themselves of this privilege in a manner worthy of all
honour, invariably appointing a man of some learning, while in 1506 their choice fell on no less a
person than William Grocyn (friend and preceptor of Erasmus, More, Colet and Linacre; the first man
to teach Greek at Oxford), the first English Renaissance scholar. Such a man, the fountain head of the
Renaissance in this country, would assuredly keep the Collegiate School at the highest level, and make
it a centre of Hellenic learning for the whole country. In his appointment, too, we can trace the strong
but undefined connection between All Saints and New College, Oxford - founded within a few years of
each other, and by firm friends and allies: the resemblance can be traced in the architecture, so far as
the design was carried out (the stalls and sedilia of the two choirs being remarkably similar), while
there are frequent appointments of Wykehamists to the Wardenship of All Saints.
The College long withstood the royal greed for confiscating endowments, for it was still
engaged in doing much useful work; but it gave many occasions of umbrage, and after Grocyn's death
it allowed the school to dwindle to the position merely of a choir school of very scanty proportions this had also been the case with more favoured institutions - insomuch that the Augmentation
Commissioners actually state that there was no school at all, though, in a footnote, they admit the
education of the choristers. With the fall of the College came the chance to remedy this abuse, and an
appeal is at once made for a new foundation of the school while the essential continuity is marked by
the fact that the ornaments of the Church, the property of the suppressed College, were employed

(gross sacrilege though it was), to raise funds for the purpose. That this re-establishment is spoken of
as a new school is paralleled by the fact that in 1559 when the School was again established by Queen
Elizabeth, the deed treats it as an entirely new institution, and the Corporation proceed to elect the first
Master.

The College buildings are confiscated, and, with the prodigality usual with holders of stolen
goods, given to Lord Cobham; so the Town is obliged to look elsewhere for a home for the re
established School. No difficulty as to site and endowment is anticipated by the inhabitants, as the
excuse for purloining the property of the monastic houses was the foundation of new schools; they
expect a grant from the Crown of some of the sequestered property, and accordingly suggest the Hall of
Corpus Christi Fraternity1 as a suitable building for school purposes. To this moderate and natural
request, the Duke of Somerset, Lord Protector of the Realm, who had already appropriated the Hall and
revenues of the Fraternity (amounting to some £40 per annum) returns a harsh and direct refusal, and
commands the Town to pay the enormous price of £200 for what he had torn from the Town a year
previously. The Town is in despair - they cannot pay - the Protector is obdurate - the scheme almost
falls to the ground, when even Somerset perceives that his greed has overreached itself, and in order to
obtain the money from the easiest source, having robbed the Church of its Clergy, he next deprives it of
its 'Ornaments'. This was bad enough in itself, but it was illegal to boot, since all things necessary for
Divine Service, which would include the Vestments, Chalices, and Candlesticks at least, were by Law
directed to be retained for that purpose, and such things as were not so needed (it is difficult to say
whether anything could properly be so described), were to be sold for the benefit of the Poor, and the
repair of the fabric of the Church. The Town is now empowered to seize these Ornaments and sell
them to raise the money for purchasing the Corpus Christi Hall; and we next hear of the church
furniture in the ownership of some of the Inhabitants.
There were 'Vestments of red velvett
embroidered, suitable for Prest, Deken, and Subdeken' in the possession of Messrs. Barrett and Collet.
The Six Bells in the Church Steeple were put up for sale, but fortunately bought in for the use of the
town. A Mr Goare took Twoo great Candlestyks of Sylvar gylt, weyeng ix. lbs. v. oz.' 'One Crosse
with a Fote beying gylted, weyeng viii. lbs. iii. oz.1 with the arms of the Founder of the College upon

it, was divided between Messrs. Barrett and Goare, Goare taking the Cross and Barrett the Foot! and
somehow or other the 'Holywater stoop of Sylvar' came into the keeping of Tylden ye linendraper.' A
committee of eighty is formed to carry out the sale.
The Inventory made about this time tells us what was sold. It is printed in extenso in the
Memorials ofAll Saints, by W. B. Gilbert, pp 60-65, and is extremely interesting, shewing how well
provided the Church was for the dignified performance of the Liturgy, as well as being adorned with
fittings worthy of the House of God.

The members of this Committee soon quarrel among themselves, and cannot be brought to an
agreement until they receive a sharp warning from the all-powerful Protector in the following letter:
To our loving Frends th'enhabitants of Maideston.

We comend us unto yo and and vndrestanding that being purposed amongs yo to doe sum things that
might turne to a como benefit amnd a charitable acte a fewe of yo to the nomb'r of eight p'sons shuld not
be so well bent to it as the rest are. We therefore have a desire that things of charitie and good actes might
p'ceed uni'sally in the Realme. So wold we be lothe to here that a fewe shuld be hinderors ofthe same
when the greeter nomb' moved uppon honest consideraces determyn any thing to the furtheran1 therof and

'The Fraternity of Corpus Christi was a non-monastic Society of men and women who maintained a Chaplain at All Saints

and in a religious form carried out most of the functions of a modern Friendly Society. It received a Royal Charter from
King Henry VI in 1441. The Solemn Requiem for the Souls of the deceased Members held on All Souls' Day, and a
procession of the Blessed Sacrament on Corpus Christi Day, followed by a great feast in their Hall, formed the chief
activities of the Fraternity. It was dissolved in 1547 after an existence of rather more than a century.

in that respect mynden th'aduaucement of Godds hono and things lawdable in a com'es. Welthe cxhorte

yo to be of as good mynde and conformities to doe togeth the thing w ye shal p'ceyve mete and

convenyent amongs yp. Thus fare yo hartely wel.

From Syon the xiiijth of Septr. 1548
Yr. Loving frende

ED. SOMERSET.

This letter has the desired effect; the Corpus Christi premises are immediately made ready for
the School, and the two hundred and five pounds and four shillings raised by the sale are transmitted to
London. The formal inauguration of the revived School speedily follows, and the Royal sanction is
granted in the First Charter incorporating the Town in 1549, in the following terms (English
translation):

Et insuper per presentes pro nobis et
successoribus nostris quantum in nobis est damus et
concedimus preaftis Maiori Jurat' et Communitat' et
successoribus suis plenum potestatem et auctoritatem
erigend. unam Scolam gramaticalem in predicta villa de
Maydeston ac faciend. ldonea et salubra ordinaciones et
statut.in scriptis citra Festum Sancti Michaelis Archangeli
proximum
futurum
concernen.
gubernacionem
directionem
et
ordinem
Pedagogieiusdem
Schole
protempore existenti ac vadiorem et Tatar, eiusdem
Pedagogi Necnon scolarium eiusdem Schole et alia
eandem Scholam tangen. Seu concernen.
Quequidem
ordinaciones et statut. Sic fiend. Volumus inviolabilter
observari de tempore in tempus imppm.

.

.

.

And moreover by these presents, for us, our heirs,

and successors, as much as in us lies, we give and concede
to the aforesaid Mayor, Jurats, and Community, and to
their successors, full power and authority to set up a
Grammar School in the aforesaid town of Maidstone, and
to make suitable and wholesome orders and statutes in

writing before the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel
next ensuing, concerning the governance, direction, and

order of the Pedagogue of the same School for the time
being, and of the wages and stipend of the same
Pedagogue, also of the Scholars of the same School, and
other things touching or concerning the same School: and
these orders and statutes so to be made we will to be
observed inviolably from time to time for ever

The Charter proceeds to state that in consideration of £205 4s paid to the Treasurer of the Court of
Augmentations and Revenues by Richard Helye and John Denlye on behalf of the Town, there is
granted to the Corporation the Brotherhood Hall with the garden adjoining, and various other property,

to the annual value of £10 7s 4d, and also full right to receive lands in Mortmain, for the benefit of the
School, to the value of £10 per annum.

This arrangement was never properly carried out; the lands provided for the endowment of the
School were partly alienated by the Corporation, and the increase in rental was not devoted to this
purpose. The consequent lack of funds hindered the progress of the School more and more as time
went on.

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
PETER

G

ANGEL

(1964)

works for

Manches

IAN MACFARLANE (1980) is a manager with the

Solicitors in Oxford.

National Westminster Bank.

Dr STUART ASHENDEN (1982) is the Admissions

ROBERT (BOB) NEAL (1980) now lives in France
where he runs his own pottery business near Souillac in the
Lot. He married in the summer and his French wife is also
a potter; he has become an accepted member of the local
community and naturally has become knowledgeable on
wines.
He is Chairman of the Chamber of Trade in

Tutor at Greenwich University and visited the School
recently to talk to students about engineering courses.

ALAN ATKINSON (1962) did ten years as a pilot in
the RAF and joined British Airways in 1973. Flew all sorts
of aircraft from Viscounts to Concorde and will retire soon
as a captain on the Boeing 747.

Souillac.

STEVEN BENNETT (1977) is still running his own

JOHN ORRELL (1953) retired from the University of

driving school in Maidstone but now only on a part-time
basis. In September he started a course at Christ's College,

University Professor) of English.

Canterbury, studying law.

C L EDWARDS (1937) joined the Territorial Army in
1939 and was later commissioned in the Indian Army and

served in India, Burma and Vietnam. Rejoined the British
Army in which he obtained a Regular Commission and
eventually attained the substantive rank of Lt-Colonel.
Believes he may be one of only a few surviving people to
have held that rank in both Armies. Civilian life was spent
in the South of France and a Directorship with a French
Company. Now happily retired in the "English Riviera" at
Torquay.

Dr MARK JACKSON (1992) graduated this summer

with a degree in Medicine and Biomedical Sciences. He is
now a fully qualified house surgeon at the Kings College
Hospital in London.

DAVID IAMBERT (1960)

is now lecturing in

Mongolia where he has received several awards for his
work, which includes building up the largest English
Literature library in the country. English has become

particularly important to the Mongolians since the Russians
left the country, to facilitate international trade. By the
time he leaves, probably next year, they should be
relatively self-sufficient. Although he has been there since
1992 he still has no telephone. His post is sent to a P.O.
Box Number ... there are no postmen in Mongolia; so
paradoxically, his best method of communication is by email via the local tour operator. He now drinks his tea
black, as he doesnt have a yak; there are also no milkmen
in Mongolia. If you need to get across Ulan Bator, you
thumb a lift and any passing motorist will take you at a
standard rate per kilometre - that's right, no taxis in

Mongolia.

ANDREW URMAN (1970) has moved to Southwold

in Suffolk following a change of occupation. He is no
longer practising as a solicitor which he had been doing for

many years in Bristol is. He admits that he now lives in a
girl's boarding school - in connection with his wife's job!
However, is back to studying himself by engaging in
research for a M.Phil/Ph.D. on writers J C Powys and
Arthur Machin.

Alberta last year where he was Professor (and since 1990,

He was Captain of

School in his last year at MGS, 19S2-S3. After two years
in the RAF he studied English at Oxford (Gunsley
Scholarship 19SS-S8) and the University of Toronto (MA
I9S9, Ph.D. 1964). In 1961 he went to Alberta as Assistant
Professor of English and taught everything from Beowulf
to (once) the Beatles, but especially Shakespeare. He made
a particular study of the Elizabethan theatre, and in 1979
became the principal historical adviser to the Bankside
Globe project in London. He has published several books
on theatre history, notably The Quest for Shakespeare's
Globe' in 1983. His work is probably best known, and

seen, in the reconstructed Globe, now up and running on its
splendid site in Southwark, opposite St Paul's Cathedral.
He is currently engaged on compiling a database of the
history of British theatres, and divides his time between
home in Edmonton, Alberta, and London. (Regrettably
both his brothers, Richard and Bill, died this year - see
obituaries in this Newsletter.)

JULIAN PARISH (1978) still works for the Microsoft
Corporation but has moved to one of their units in West
Virginia, USA.

EDWARD PRINGLE (1992) completed his studies in
medical sciences at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, in June 1995.
Is now finishing his basic medical training at University
College, Oxford. Has arranged a period of study at a
hospital in Hlabisa in the province of Kwazulu/Natal in
South Africa. Lists his interests as music and drama.
Currently conductor of the University-Merton-OrielCorpus Orchestra having previously conducted the Trinity
Hall Orchestra. Was organiser and executive producer of
the Cambridge Shakespeare Festival in 1994 and Treasurer
of the Preston Society (Trinity Hall Drama Society).

PAUL REEVE (cl955) lives in Port Coquitlam, British
Columbia. In June he visited the School with his wife 40
years after leaving the UK to work in Canada.

ARTHUR STEVENS (1931) resides in Acton.
GREGOR STEVENS (1994) is in his final year at the
University of Kent where he is reading English and
American Literature.

JONATHAN STEVENS (1994) is in his second year

being

at Portsmouth University where he is reading Criminology
and Criminal Justice.

undertaken, including several from the 1996
Music Makers Festival at Bournemouth. Tracks
include: Colonel Bogey (Concert Wind Band),
Piacevole from the String Quartet Op 83 by Elgar
(Zadok Quartet), One by One (Jazz Band), Away
in a Manger (School Choir) and, of course, the

Dr JOHN S TEBBUTT (1988) recently moved to
Newcastle-under-Lyme. He is still working as a Research
Fellow at Keele University in the Physics Department,
specialising with research into industrial instrumentation

for the control of crystallisation processes.

holiday back in the UK. He is the Deputy Secretary,
Corporate Services, for the Tasmanian Department of
Transport in Hobart, Australia.

The 'crested' version is a Jacquard Woven Tie
with all-over random motifs of the crest in gold,
red and blue on a navy background. It is of
Polyester Rep and is 54" x 3 1/8" in size. Cost,

The Summer '97 Newsletter carried a request to

including postage, £8.50.

see if members could help locate three OMs.
Several responses were received for Keith Young
who should by now have been contacted by his
'searcher1. No news on the other former pupils so

The 'striped' version is also a Jacquard Woven
Tie with a main colouring of navy blue

containing angled stripes of gold, purple and
white. It is of Polyester Rep and is 54" x 3 1/8"
in size. Cost, including postage, £6.50.

we'll try again...

Do you know where - Dan Tyrrell (1987) and
David Tattersole (cl960) may be living?
Brown

concerts

Newsletter.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Roger

various

The Honorary Treasurer has a supply of both
styles of Old Maidstonian tie and these can be
ordered using the Return Sheet of this

leisure management.

let

the

TIES

recent success on the athletics track. In the summer he won
the gold medal at the World Student Games. Still runs for
the GEC Club. Graduated from the West London Institute
of Higher Education with a degree in sports science and

please

at

Cost is just £7.50, including postage and packing.
All profits go to the MGS Music Department.

ADRIAN WH1TEMAN (1991) continues with his

so,

live

School Song.

CHRIS WELLS (cl960) visited the School whilst on a

If

recorded

have

OLD MAIDSTONIAN SCARF

any

The Hon. Treasurer has a supply of scarves that
cost just £9.50, inclusive of postage. Measuring
54" x 9", the Acrylic Scarf is made with two sets
of stripes of silver, mauve, gold, navy, silver on a

information.

On the subject of looking for people the Society
itself needs your help as well. One of our more
senior members, and a former School Captain,
P.A.W. Howe (1928), seems to have moved from
the address held on file (Lavenham in Suffolk).
Does anybody know where he might be
contacted now?

navy-blue background.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
There are two types of membership available:

The 'Ordinary' rate is £5.00 per annum (from
January 1998) and is due at the start of the year.
This can be paid by cheque, postal order or cash,
but it makes sense to do it by Standing Order. A
mandate for your bank is included on the Return
Sheet of this Newsletter for setting up the

Additionally, Rodney Woods (1959) seems to

have moved. Last known to have been working
for Merrill Lynch Trust Company in Princeton,
New Jersey. Any more recent address?

Again, please let Roger Brown have details.

instruction.

'Life Membership* can be taken by anybody with
the amount depending on age. There is a great
advantage in doing it this way since you are then
"in for life" and an increase in the annual

THE SCHOOL CD.
The School's Music Society has produced its own
Compact Disc that is available to OMs through
the Society. It contains 16 pieces with many

subscription won't affect you.

r

The current rates

are: up to 30 years of age - £60, 31 to 50 years of
age - £40, 51 and older - £20.

THE NEWSLETTER
The Newsletter is compiled by Roger Brown and
all items for inclusion in future editions should be
sent to him at the Honorary Treasurer's address
on Page 1. The Summer newsletter is printed in
July (articles by mid-June) and the end-of-year

newsletter printed in December (items by midNovember).
The Newsletter layout has been
arranged by Jimmy Clinch and is printed by the
office staff at Maidstone Grammar School. The
Society is greatly appreciative of their help and
support.

THANK YOU
In the last Newsletter it was mentioned that

additional furniture was needed for the Library
following its extension work in 1995. With the
help from several groups it has been possible to
provide most of the extra chairs required; further

contributions may be forthcoming next year to
complete the project.

Many thanks to those Old Maidstonians who
donated towards the appeal.

OM vs. SCHOOL CRICKET MATCH
For the first time in several years the Old Boys
got the better of the match and won. Having
been put in, the School XI struggled for runs and

were all-out just before the tea interval for 152.
Leading wicket taker was Nick Daiken (1996)
with 4 for 37. In reply Ben Hayward (1994)
smashed a rapid 63 not out as the OMs reached
the target for the loss of five wickets with ten
overs to spare.

THE CCF at MGS....
Following the final instalment of the CCF history
in the last Newsletter, David Morton (1941)
writes:

"...there seems to be some sort of hiatus or error
in the list of Commanding Officers of the OTC. I
was at School from 1934 to 1941 and well
remember "Cod's-Eye" Munday and "Bulldog"
Fuller; and although W. Manning ("Eagle's
Beak" - what a menagerie!) resumed command
when the two former joined the Army, it was
Captain W.C. Rawlings ("Plugs", of course) who
commanded in the early and middle 'thirties until
he went elsewhere in 1937. Through all those
changes, there was one constant factor - the
unforgettable "Braw", CSMI Bennett, M M"
So, can any other member throw further light on
to the subject?

STANDING DOWN . .
After nine years as Chairman of the School's
Governors, Richard Ratcliffe (1962) has moved
to

the

'backbenches'

of the

body

that

has

considerable accountability for all aspects of
performance at M.G.S. He will complete his
term, which has three years to run, as the
Society's Foundation Governor. We all thank
him for the work and time he has put in over the
years.

. . . AND STEPPING IN
At the end of the summer term, John Bynoe stood
down as the Clerk to the Governors after nine
years of service.

His successor is James Clinch

(OM 1946) and 'retired' member of staff.

We

wish him well - certainly the governors will be

RUGBY TOUR - CANADA 1999
The School's Rugby Support Group has asked for
thanks to be passed on to all OMs who kindly
responded to the appeal for donations to the 1999
Canada Tour Fund. More news on this activity
next year.

kept in order!

OBITUARIES
It is with deep regret that the Society records the
death of Old Maidstonians and our sympathy
goes out to their families.

MARK ANTHONY (1987)

died

in

August aged 28 following a one-in-ten-million
chance of tragedy when he "laughed so much that
he choked to death." The accident happened
when he was attending a recording of a television
programme with some friends. He was a keen
golfer and had just started a new career as a sales
consultant in London following jobs with a
clothes shop in Maidstone and a period with a
local office of Barclays Bank.

MRS MIRIAM CHUCK died suddenly in
November whilst visiting family in Australia.

She had just retired after ten years service at the
School as the Headmaster's Secretary.

R. K. (JAMES) LANDA passed away on
21 November. A former master
staff at Barton Road in 1964 to
teaching of Biology.
He also
Geology course for Sixth Form
spent much time as an officer

he joined the
assist in the
introduced a
students and
in the CCF,

specialising in Signals and on the Range. He
continued to help with the cadets after his
departure in 1971 to go to The Judd School in

Tonbridge.

JOHN STEARN (1997) who had left the
School at the end of the summer term tragically
decided to take his own life in December.

JACK LEONARD STEVENS (1928)
died on 15 October aged 85.

On leaving the
School he had spent 42 years in the paper
industry working for the Reed Group.

RICHARD

ORRELL

(1957)

died

peacefully at his home in Victoria, British
Columbia on 8 April. The youngest of three
brothers whose time at MGS spanned the years
1939 to 1957, Richard went on to study Civil
Engineering at Aston College, Birmingham.
After graduating he had various jobs in the UK including work on the Dungeness 'A' nuclear
power station, a runway extension for the RAF at
Valley in Anglesey, and a bridge over the M20

near Maidstone. He emigrated to Canada in 1966
joining the Alberta Highways where he stayed
until his retirement as an Assistant Director in
1996.
The department designed roads and
bridges in the winter and built them in the
summer.

Apart

from

engineering

his

wide

interests included wildlife, science and maths,
astronomy
(he built a
large telescope),
musicology and the English language. He was an
accomplished pianist and his last (unfinished)
project was on the science of piano chord
vibrations.
His widow Francoise and three
children survive him.

W H (BILL) ORRELL (1950) died
suddenly on 16 September. He 'retired' from ICI
in 1984 to become the Chief Engineer of Lankro

Chemicals Ltd in Eccles; 'retiring* again in 1989
to undertake various chemical industry related
jobs as a consultant. He went to MGS at the age
of eight attending initially for one day a week

whilst the air raid shelters were built and the
school sandbagged. After two years in the RAF
including flying training with the RCAF in
Manitoba he studied Natural Sciences and
Chemical

Engineering at Downing College,
Cambridge, (BA 1955).
He joined ICI at
Runcorn, Cheshire in 1956 and his career with

the company was spent mostly in the design of
large chemical plants to make eco-friendly
products such as prussic acid (used to make
Perspex), methyl chloride (lead additives for
petrol),
and
hydrogen
fluoride
(chlorofluorocarbons
for
refrigerators
and
aerosols).
His service in the RAF led to a
parallel 'career1 flying at the weekends firstly
Meteors in the RAuxAF and then Chipmunks
with an Air Experience Flight. These activities
took him ail over the British Isles and to Malta
and Germany.

NEVILLE STONE passed away in August
after a long illness. A member of the School's
Physics Department from 1975 - 1983 he had

suffered from cancer for many years. He lived
locally and often called in to see his former
colleagues.

A RECORD OF THE PAST . . .
Giles Peppiat, the head of the pictures
department at Bonhams the auctioneers, which
will sell the work on 19th November. "Pictures
like these have rarely come up for sale before,

The Sunday Telegraph, 2 November, carried an

article about a former pupil under the title,
'Soldier risked life to record camp horrors'. For
those who missed it the story, by the paper's Arts
Correspondent Catherine Milner, is reproduced:

partly because people simply haven't been that
interested.
Not for nothing are the soldiers

"Paintings by a soldier who risked his life to

working in the Far East known as the forgotten

document the building of the bridge over the
River Kwai go on sale at auction next month.

army."

The fourteen pictures, that are estimated
to sell for an average of between £300 and £600,
depict appalling conditions for prisoners building
the bridge. They were given nothing to wear
apart from a small rag around their waists and
had to suffer the searing heat, interspersed by the
chill of the monsoon rains, without protection.
Fred Seiker, 83, who helped to build the railway
said, "When the war ended my skin was the

Leo Rawlings, a gunner in the 137th
Field Regiment Royal Artillery, did the painting
knowing that if caught he would be executed.
The Japanese policy was to kill anyone making
images. They were afraid pictures might be used
in war trials.
Rawlings, who was taken prisoner in
1942, was commissioned by Lt Gen. Sir Louis
Heath to record his experiences and those of

fellow

prisoners

working

on

the

colour of dark mahogany, and I had developed a

Burmese

quarter of an inch of hard skin on the soles of my
feet thanks to having no shoes.
I am very

But because being seen holding a pencil
was sufficient grounds for summary execution,
Rawlings had to be canny about his materials and
when to use them; he used his hair as a brush,
twigs as pens, and juices from roots, clay and
earth mixed with water as inks.
He hid his drawings in a pipe buried
beneath his bed so that they would not be found,

surprised to hear that anyone managed to do
pictures of the prisoners at work.
We were
beaten unconscious for so much as owning a

railway.

pencil. The Japanese were so afraid of messages
being sent around the camp they did endless
searches of our sleeping quarters to find out if we
were hiding things, inside bamboo sticks or
whatever."

and relied on friends to protect him from being

In

seen painting.

book

about

his

experiences

in

Burma, called 'And Dawn Came Up Like
Thunder', Rawlings said, "The camp we were in
had no sick bay at all and men who fell sick
stayed in their hut built of green bamboo. Stayed
in their hut if allowed by a Nip to do so, that is.
More often than not he would kick them out to

Rawlings, who died in 1984, sold the

pictures a few years after the war on the advice
of doctors who said that they were bringing back
the trauma he had suffered and exacerbating his
mental decline. They have been in a private
collection.

work and die. But even the Jap sometimes could
not stomach the appalling sights that took the eye
in these foul holes we called camps. The stench
of our bodies alone was one thing, but add to that
the dysentery cases, unable to move, nobody to
care for them, unable to crawl to the pit that
served as latrine. They lay and suffered in their
utter misery, some too far gone to know their

Most of the pictures are painted on

writing paper and envelopes hoarded from
Government House in Singapore, prison crime
sheets stolen from Changi jail, and scraps of rice

paper used by the Japanese to post notices.

a

As

the paintings were completed they were hidden

until Rawlings was freed.
"It is quite extraordinary that he managed
to produce any kind of record, knowing that if he
was caught he would get shot on the spot," said

friends."

Mr Peppiat said Rawling's pictures had
attracted interest from museums in South East

Asia and former prisoners of war. "
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A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

OF MUSIC AT
THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL
MAIDSTONE
by

JAMES CLINCH
with

a prelude by Michael Tillett
and a postlude by David Leeke

Illustrations by Joel Ely

To be published in January 1998

A4 format - 120 pp. - 16 Chapters - 7 Appendices
50,000 words - 4 pp. of photographs

£10
(£11.50 including postage & packing)
from the author at 3 Upper Street, Leeds, Maidstone, Kent ME 17 1SL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Old
Maidstonian Society will take place on Friday 13 February 1998 at 7.30
p.m. in the Common Room of Maidstone Grammar School.

AGENDA
1. Apologies for Absence

2. Minutes of 1997 Annual General Meeting.
3. Secretary's Report
4. Treasurer's Report
5. Membership Report

6. Subscription Rates (w.e.f. 1999)
7. Election of Officers
8. Any other Business

All members are welcome

