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Congratulations to two Old Maidstonians who appeared in the New
Year's Honours List.
Air Vice Marshal TIMOTHY IVO JENNER
(1964) was named a Companion of the Bath. He
celebrated his fiftieth birthday at the end of
December and is currently Assistant Chief of Air
Staff at the Ministry of Defence in Whitehall.

There are various groups associated with the
School of which the Old Maidstonian Society is
but one. All will be looked to for some input and
the committee is sure that former pupils will
make a worthwhile contribution when the time

Having previously attended the Simon Langton
School in Canterbury he moved to M.G.S. to

comes.

Initially, the Membership Secretary, alias the
Treasurer, is updating the information on current

conclude his studies before winning a scholarship
to the RAF College at Cranwell. He lives in

OM

Maidenhead with his wife and two daughters.

TOM MULLARKEY (1976) was awarded the

MBE for his work with refugees in Rwanda.
After leaving the School, he joined the Army

colleagues.

(Royal Artillery) and retired recently with the
rank of Major. He has now started a career in

(The Society docs not issue lists of names to

anybody

banking.

seeking

information

for

'business'

purposes).

THE NOLLENIUM & MGS

Don't forget the

The School is looking at its future development

and a 15-20 year plan is being drawn up.

members; a separate letter will accompany

this issue if your own records are lacking a detail,
e.g. year of leaving. An accurate set of data
would also be of benefit to the Society, and old
boys, when enquiries are received ahout former

ANNUAL SUPPER

This

will see possible changes to the way syllabuses

are taught and, indeed, some of the actual
subjects available.
There will need to be
alterations and additions to buildings which arc
proving very restrictive especially now with a

on

FRIDAY 29 MARCH

student population of over 1,250.

Details inside!!
(i)

The Combined Cadet Force at MGS
This is Part Four of the story detailing the C.C.F. history from 1906 to 1981 compiled by Mrs Diana
Caley.

the main Folkestone road, under the auspices of the Local

At the first ATC Rally in Hyde Park in May 1945, W.O.
Ludgatc represented 741 Squadron and took part in the

Defence Volunteers, and senior N.C.O.'s were training the

march past with 100 pipers and the massed ATC Bands, as

local Home Guard in drill, field-craft, weapon training and

a salute to the RAF.

In 1940 cadets were helping by manning a road block on

P.T.

In 1946 the Inspecting Officer was so pleased with what he

Help for organising training became more difficult and

had seen that he issued a Special Complimentary Order

more urgent.

praising the efficiency of 741 Squadron.

Various officers either volunteered or were

called up including the new O.C., A W Fuller. In 1941 Mr

Success in athletics and sports came too. The Flight Cross

Manning and Mr Heard, amongst others, came to the

rescue.

country Cup was won, and the Kent County Championship

The former (in command from 1927 to 1937)

Cup, the Sheldon Cup and the Bossom Cup were all won
three years in succession. Even at the last ATC Camp

resumed as O.C. of the Junior Training Corps (JTC), the
OTC's new name since January, and the latter as musketry

Sports, M.G.S. wiped the board.

officer.

Having Flight Lieutenant Gutteridge on the staff made

Due to clothing coupon complications, uniform was no
longer bought by the parents of cadets but loaned by the

possible a very close association with RAF West Mailing,
as he

Corps for a fee of five shillings. In 1942 Army battledress

had replaced Plus Fours, which were relegated to farm and

garden use.

was

the official

Liaison Officer for all

ATC

squadrons attached to the station.

Brass buttons like other non-ferrous metals

Members of the ATC had a slight advantage in as much as

had gone towards the war effort and there was a shortage of

they had the right to do their period of National Service in

cap badges for the same reason. Boys were encouraged to

the RAF, and if they had gained the Proficiency Certificate

take home puttees for lagging water pipes; but no use was

their period of initial training in the RAF was reduced from

found for old caps.

eight to six weeks.

On 9 February 1941, only eight days after the launching of

In 1948 the senior NCO, Flight Sargeant Earl, was selected

the Air Training Corps (ATQ Scheme, Pilot Officer Heard
(later Flying Officer Heard) had been registered as O.C. of

Similarly Sargeant Sutton was selected as one of twenty-

as one of twenty-three from this country to visit Canada.

School Flight 741 with nearly 60 cadets. By July of that
year the ATC unit had been divided into A and B Flights
commanded by Pilot Officers Gutteridge and Hammond
respectively.
Training included foot drill, navigation,

five from the U.K. to go on an Air Cadets Reciprocal Visit
to the U.S.A. in 1951.

We are still producing cadets of

sufficiently high quality to represent the CCF in foreign
countries.

morse, identification of aircraft, RAF films, P.T. and
swimming. By December the unit had become ATC 741

The retirement of Squadron Leader Heard and Flight
Lieutenant Guttcridgc in 1948 coincided with the

Squadron with four flights and one Old Boys flight.

amalgamation of the JTC and ATC now to be called the

A proficiency exam called War Certificate A was divided
in 1941 into two parts to be taken at 15 and 16 years of age.

Combined Cadet Force.
Under the new CCF scheme all recruits entered the Basic

Once the first part had been passed cadets could opt for the
ATC.
Aircraft Recognition was deleted and physical
efficiency, running, jumping, swimming and climbing were
included in 1942. Physical fitness was regarded as a very
important part of training.

section and received the same training until they had
passed Cert A. part I and then made their Service choice.

Major Keast, who had been O.C. of the JTC since 1945,
became CO. of the CCF; Lieutenant Rylands took charge

of 77 cadets in the Army Section, Flight Lieutenant Knight

Annual Inspection continued throughout the Wan but

assumed command of the 104 cadets of 741 Squadron ATC

Annual Camp did not However, there were exercises, field
days, courses and attachments to regular units to attend
besides the regular parades, so that an understanding of

now called the RAF Section, and Mr Gilpin introduced 93
boys of the Basic Section into the ways of the Corps. For

military duties and techniques could be maintained.

hadn't been

the officers the start was a bit shaky as the new regulations

In the 1940's the viability of the ATC was very marked.

first

five

years,

twenty

cadets

had

been

the next two or three years things were sorted out. The
RAF Section discarded ATC uniform to wear RAF
battlcdress and beret with RAF badges and buttons, and an

During the

gained

the establishment hadn't

there was no uniform for the Basic Section. Gradually over

Parades were on two afternoons and two evenings a week.
A high standard of training was maintained in the
classroom, in turnout and in physical fitness.

published,

decided, the administration was somewhat chaotic and

Service

issue of shirts and ties authorised. For the Army Section it
wasn't quite so good because no issue of shirts and ties was
authorised; but nearly all the Basic Section had uniforms.

University Short Courses (seventeen in the RAF and three

in the Fleet Air Arm) and over 100 cadets had gained
Aircrew Proficiency Badges and Certificates.
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For Army Camp

(1951)

there was

new

khaki

drill

FOR SALE

battledress and enough steel helmets to equip one platoon.
There were a few working wireless sets; but RT procedure
was not all it ought to be. 'Si Senorita' was not regarded as
quite proper in some circles.

Some copies of Mrs Caley's "History of the CCF", of which

In 19S1 Flying Officer Knight resigned as O.C. of the RAF

extracts have been published in this newsletter, are still

Section and went to help Captain Gilpin with the rather

available.

large Basic Section, and Flight Lieutenant Martin took over
with the RAF Section.
One week later these neat
arrangements had gone out of the window. Both Captain

Kent MEM OSA.

Oilpin and Flight Lieutenant Martin had been offered jobs
in other schools and left at the end of term. Flying Officer
Thomson, a genuine pilot but with only one term's
acquaintance with M.G.S., agreed to take command of the
Royal Air Force Section.

Ties

Three other new men came,

The Honorary Treasurer has a supply of both styles of Old

Captain Newman to be O.C. Basic Section, and 2nd

Maidstonian tie and these can be ordered using the Return

Lieutenant Taylor and Flying Officer Johnson joined the

Sheet ofthis Newsletter.

Army and RAF Sections respectively.

The 'crested' version is a Jacquard Woven Tic with all-over

By The Queen's Coronation Year things had improved.

The

CCF was

functioning

efficiently

and

random motifs of the crest in gold, red and blue on a navy

smoothly,

background. It is of Polyester Rep and is 54" x 3 1/8" in

numbers were going up, and we had a glowing Annual
Inspection Report

If anyone is interested, please send £1.00 (one

pound) to Mrs D P Caley at 28 Buckland Hill, Maidstone,

size. Cost, including postage, £8.50.

However, nothing lasts - from the

The 'striped' version is also a Jacquard Woven Tie with a
main colouring of navy blue containing angled stripes of
gold, purple and white. It is of Polyester Rep and 54" x 3

middle to late fifties the top brass had new keen ideas on
how the CCF should be reorganised. The first policy
change required cadets to pass Cert A. parts I and II before
they could opt for the RAF Section, which resulted in a
section of almost entirely Vlth Formers. Nevertheless all

1/8" in size. Cost, including postage, £6.50.

three Services did recognise and approve of Cert. A. part II

Old Maidstonian Scarf

whereas Proficiency had had limited recognition. The next

policy change concerned dividing the training syllabus into
three,

the

more

advanced

stages

culminating

in

the

Leadership Course at the Cadet Training Centre (CTC) at

The Hon Treasurer has a supply of garments which cost
just £9.50, inclusive of postage and packing. Measuring

Frimley Park for the final aim of the Joint Services Badge.
This badge became the Inter-Services Badge and M.G.S.

54" x 9" the Acrylic Scarf is produced with two setv of
stripes of silver, mauve, gold, navy, silver on a navy blue

had three of the first sixty awarded in this country. To
confuse things for stage two, a new "Proficiency Test' was

background.

introduced which corresponded to the old Cert. A. part II
which had succeeded the old Proficiency Test. The first
.stage remained much the same except that what was
Cert. A. part I became the 'Basic Test'. Not satisfied even

Subscriptions

now, nomenclature was changed; the Basic, Army and

Signals sections became respectively A, B and C
companies and about two years later were changed back
again to their original names. At this stage the RAF

There are r»vo types ofmembership available:

became an appendage rather than a section, being attached

of each year. This can be paid by cheque, postal-order, or
cash but it makes sense to do it by Standing Order. A
mandate for your Bank is included on the 'Return Sheet' of

The 'Ordinary' rate is £3.00 per annum payable in January

to B and C companies.
Three quotations from official correspondence show how

this Newsletter for setting up the instruction.

matters were being gone into in great detail:-

'Life Membership' can be taken by anybody with the

"Please expedite soonest".

amount payable depending on age.

There is a great
advantage in doing it this way since you arc then "in for

"Reference my unreferenced letter dated --/--/55,
please insert my reference -/
/—(
)".

life"and an increase in the annual subscription won't affect
you. The current rates applicable are:

"If any School wears a distinctive uniform, e.g.

pre-war scarlet, it will gain no advantage from the
fact and the same applies to musical instruments".

up to 30 years ofage - £45

31 to 50years ofage - £30

(The last example concerns a Band Competition).
To be continued

.

.

51 and older-£15

.

(3)

M.G.S. PARENTS' ASSOCIATION

25 years ago

"AUCTION OF PROMISES1

A brief look at some of the M.G.S. news from
twenty-five years ago

.

.

.

Friday 5 July 1996

The school had a population of about 900 (all

Big Hall - 7.30 p.m.

boys) aged 11 to 18. It was divided into Upper,

Middle and Lower School and September 1970
saw the first term without the 'House' system.
The School cap had to be worn by all pupils on

Old Boys arc invited to attend this event which is
one of many fund-raising activities being

their way in and, again, on their way home.

undertaken by the Parents' Association this year.

An interregnum was in progress following the

This is the first time that the Association has

departure of the Headmaster, Bernard Moody,

staged such a function although some of the

who had been appointed to the post of Director of
Studies

at

the

Royal

Military

committee have been involved in similar events

Academy,

before. Obviously the success of the auction will
depend largely on the quantity and quality of the
items on offer.
Many local firms are being

Sandhurst, and the forthcoming induction of Dr
Philip Pettit into the post.

The senior play was 'Chips with Everything'

approached but it is perhaps the more unusual

whilst the Lower School put on 'The Insect Play1.

'promise' that will be more sought after by

Various concerts were staged and the fourth

pundits.

Can you help?

There must be OMs

annual choir tour took place in the Easter Holiday

involved in all sorts of work or hobbies

when 29 boys and 6 men spent just over a week

could you offer something?

on the North East coast of Yorkshire.

.

.

.

It is intended to produce a catalogue of 'promises'

The First XV rugby team won 16 of 21 fixtures

in June. Offers should be made to Roger Brown

and had three players given trials with the Kent

(Honorary Treasurer) who is also on the P.A.

Colts squad: one player, A B KNIGHT (1971)

committee.

was selected for the team.

The RAF Section spent their Easter Camp at

"Recycling"

Colerne (Wiltshire) and Arduous Training was
staged in the Brecon Beacons. A group of eight
senior cadets were able to spend a week at R.A.F.

The P.A. is also raising monies by recycling

Bruggen, Germany.

various items.

The School also had a

member of its Royal Navy Section selected for a

Pupils and staff are collecting aluminium cans

course based on a sailing vessel travelling from

and between its start in October and the New

Plymouth to Gibraltar.

Year

Holiday

a

total

of

22,000

discarded

Making reference elsewhere in this Newsletter to

containers had been found. Getting them crushed

the 1995/96 charities week, the sum of £900 was

is easy

collected in 1970/71

school!

.

.

.

probably worth a

lot more than the current year's total. There was

.

use a few boys in detention after

scheme with newspapers being the next target. A

that the charity collection from 1966 had reached

lot will depend on the pupils bringing them in

the wonderful sum of 20 pence - no committee in

from home - funny how so few admit to reading

those days.

are

.

The new term sees the start of Phase Two of the

a note in the The Maidstonian' (December 1971)

O.M.s

.

comics these days. (The Library also has a couple
welcome

to

make

their

of daily newspapers but these, first, go to the art

own

department

contribution to life 25 years ago whether they

recycled!!)

were still at the School, about to arrive, just

departed or already out in the big wide world.
Just write to the Editor.

(4)

for

various

uses,

and

then

are

"UNSATISFACTORY WORK & PROGRESS"
A copy of the 'Report of Inspection of Maidstone Grammar School, held on 24th and 25th
November, 1919' has been discovered recently at the school. It must be admitted straightaway that this
was not a good report; indeed, it was quite scathing in several particulars. But before going into detail it
might be as well to look at Maidstone Grammar School as it was at the end of the First World War so
that we can understand the background to the Report.

There can be little doubt that the School had not been growing at the rate it should have been ever
since it had moved into its new premises in 1871. 46 Day scholars and 8 boarders in 1868 expanded to
about a hundred in the Revd Herbert Watson's headship of the 1890s, but Mr Watson's departure to a
post at Yarmouth immediately following the typhoid epidemic of Autumn 1897, together with a third of
the school (including all the boarders!), put the school in very difficult straits for some time. By 1904
the numbers were down to about 50 but there was a rise then to the numbers quoted by the Inspectors in
1919:

1914

138

1915

141

1916

174

1917

211

1918

257

23/11/1919

240

The number of boarders had been steadily decreasing from 6 in 1914 to 2 at the date of the Inspection
and they were finally killed off in the next few years.

The Report breaks down the distribution and numbers of boys in the School in considerable detail
but OMs today might be more interested in the following Table extracted from the Report:
Class in life from which the Bovs are drawn:

Percentage

Percentage

Professional
Farmers
Wholesale Traders
Retail Traders and Contractors

20
9
5
23

Public Service
Domestic Service
Artisans
Labourers

11
6
11
1

Clerks and Commercial Agents

10

Occupation none or unknown

4

Areas from which Bovs are drawn:

Percentage

Percentage

Maidstone

56

Rest of Kent

43

Rest of England

1

The staffing of the School suffered badly in the War. A new Headmaster, Mr Walter Cross, had
been appointed in the summer of 1913 and he was joined just before the commencement of the First
World War by Mr L S Morton and Mr G B Phillips. But in the autumn of 1915 both the Headmaster and
Mr Phillips were called up and Mr Lister was appointed as acting Headmaster. Mr Morton became
O.C.O.T.C. and the time spent on Corps activities was increased. Another newly-appointed member of
staff, Mr G Ormrod, was called up in 1916; he was killed in action in September 1918 and a memorial
plaque to him appears above the fireplace in the Common Room. The School buildings were
commandeered by the military for transport billets for the Autumn terms of 1914 and 1915.

The

resulting chaos that this caused and the time spent in bringing the buildings back to a habitable state
cannot have helped the education of the boys.

Following the armistice Mr Cross resigned and did not return so in May 1919 the Governors

(5)

appointed Mr Lister as temporary Headmaster for one year "pending the definitive appointment of a

permanent Head after due advertisement". In the Common Room Mr Phillips returned and Mr T P
Gutteridge and Mr R T Lye were appointed. Mr H B Matthews also arrived at about this time but he
returned to Sheffield to take an M.Sc degree within a term or so, coming back to the school some years
later. The master in charge of Mathematics, Mr W H Proctor, remained at the School. A man of
tremendous personality, he had joined the School in the Autumn term of 1899, retiring in 1926.

Replacements for those staff members who had left were generally made from suitably qualified female
graduates.

The Acting Head Master, Mr Lister, comes in for not a little criticism. He was a Geographer, a

Liverpool graduate, and taught 11 periods through the age range of the School with the exception, as the

Inspectors pointed out, of the highest Form. Whilst they recognised that he was conscientious in his
duties as Acting Head Master and that he had done his best in difficult circumstances, they felt that he
would be better suited as the Head of a Junior Department than as the Head Master of a Secondary
School of this importance.

"The standard of work in the School, as shown by the results of the London General Examination
ofJuly 1919 (equivalent to present-day GCSE), is far from satisfactory." Only 6 boys passed as a whole
in the examination out of 15 presented and 4 qualified for Matriculation. The results in Arithmetic were
particularly good but "otherwise the failure to attain a good average mark was general". In the Sixth
Form (7 boys only at the time of the Inspection!), the Cambridge Senior Examination results (equivalent
to A-level) "were better but not good. In 1918 there were 5 failures out of 12, in 1917 7 out of 13." One
must bear in mind the staffing position in these years.

The Inspectors then go through the syllabus, subject by subject concluding that "there has been

some slackness in the intellectual discipline of the School". The pronunciation of French was specially
criticised. They were also of the opinion that some boys "had been admitted who were of insufficient
standard to profit from the education given". About two-thirds of the School were fee-payers and the
Inspectors noted that 20 fee-payers had been admitted at the beginning of the present term following an
oral examination by the Acting Head Master at which none of the candidates had failed! For the 16 Free
Places there were 72 candidates.

The Inspectors concluded by making the following observations:

"In a town of this size and importance, with a considerable outlying population, it should be
possible in the near future to maintain a Secondary School of 350-400 boys providing for all its pupils
an organised and effective course of instruction up to the standard of a First School Examination (such
as the London General Schools Examination). The organisation should also provide for at least one
Advanced Course, and the School should be enabled to fulfil one of its most important functions as a

Secondary School by sending on year by year to institutions of University rank an appreciable number
of pupils capable of profiting from courses of University study. The Governors, who arc solely
responsible for the administration of the only Secondary School for Boys in Maidstone, will, it may be
hoped, do all that lies in theirpower to secure such a development of the School as is here indicated; and
it may be confidentiy expected that in the realisation of these aims they will receive the generous
support of the County Authority."

It is fair to say that the Grammar School had now reached the very lowest academic standard of its
existence and it is astonishing to realise, as the Inspectors said, that this "was the only Secondary School
for Boys in Maidstone'1 But the Governors moved quickly and appointed a new Head Master, Mr
E Percival Smith, within a few months; the appointment of new first-class staff has already been noted
above and this policy was maintained. Mr A J Woolgar continued the good work following Mr Percival
Smith's departure in 1925. Numbers increased to above 300 within four years and it became clear that
the School would have to move to new premises very shortly; 1929 saw the School in its present home
in Barton Road. The academic improvement over the next decade is best illustrated by the increasing
number and the growth of open awards at the universities shown on the wall at the back of Big Hall.
© J Clinch
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NEWS OF OLD BOYS
TIMOTHY BONNERT (1987)

DAVID HARPER (1955) confesses to leaving the

graduated from

School at aged 16 and joining Lloyds Bank, starting at their

Oxford and then did a PhD at Cambridge. He is currently

completing

a

two-year

post-doctorate

position

Ashford office. After several managerial appointments, the
last of which was in Colchester, he was appointed to a

with

Immuncx, a large pharmaceutical company, in Seattle,

roving role as Senior Inspector (Advances). This involves
overseeing the Bank's larger corporate lending throughout
the U.K. and in Australia and New Zealand. Whilst in
Worksop (Notts) he met FRANK WOOD (cl960) and in
1994 a visit to New Zealand brought a meeting with DALE
BAKER (1957/58) who left England in 1968 vowing never

U.S.A.

JAMES BURT (1979) still works for British Rail in
Ashford, Kent, although under the recent break-up of the
system employment he is now with the South Eastern Train
Company. He is Retail Operations Manager in charge of
185 stations and 1,450 staff who sell tickets, provide

to return and now working as a vet.

customer assistance and clean stations. Additionally, he
also has responsibility for the maintenance and refurbish
ment budget for stations. James has twin boys now aged

VERNON HILL (1977) went to Writtle Agricultural
College on leaving the School. Finishing the College with
an H.N.D., he worked as a farm manager before moving in
to the food industry as a production manager supplying
supermarkets with both fresh and frozen produce. He now
works as a Purchasing Manager for a farmers co-op based
in Norfolk. He is married with two children, aged 12 and

six and lives in Kingsnorth, near Ashford.

SEAN CHIDDENTION (1983) is still with the Red
Arrows aerobatic team.

The latter part of 1995 saw him

and the group making a scries of displays across Asia,

10, and lives in Thctford.

Arabia and Africa. During their visit to South Africa they
joined 30 other national air forces for a three-day

international air tattoo.

CHRISTOPHER MILSTED (1978) is working part-

The event was to mark the 75th

anniversary of the South African Air Force and attracted

time at Dartford Grammar School assisting their P.E.

crowds in excess of a quarter-million.

Department.

another pilot break from the main formation to give

He returned to the U.K. and a home in
Maidstonc after twelve years overseas; eight years in New
Zealand (1983-91) working for the N.Z. Rugby Union both

synchronised performances.

playing and coaching.

Flight Lieutenant

Sean leads the Red Arrows' Synchro Pair in which he and

Then he had three years in Japan

(1991-94) as coach to the Toyota Rugby Club, then back to

New Zealand for a short stay before coming home. He is

BEN CLEGG (1989) joined the Army six years ago
and is presently a Captain attached to 32 Engineers.

married with a onc-ycar old sonand is now helping out at

He is

the town's rugby club.

married with an eight-month old son and he lives in Hohnc,
Germany. His group is currently part of a 150-strong force

STUART MILSTED (1976) is still flying planes

of British Army men helping build observation posts in
Bosnia. He has recently been working on Mount Igman,

around various African countries.

near Sarajevo, which itself has been in the line of fire

MATTHEW RUSH (1994) is one of 14 scientists on

during the last few months.

the first British expedition to the Tien Shan mountain range

JOE CURTIS (1995) is spending the first six months of

on the eastern border of Kyrgyzstan.

this year teaching English to youngsters in .Zambia.

reading Geography at Reading University.

He is

He is currently

taking a year out before going to university and the trip has

MARTYNSKEER (1977) joined the Royal Navy as a

been arranged through G.A.P. (Gap Activity Projects).

Short Career Commission helicopter pilot twelve years ago.

STEPHEN DELO (1986) was named as Secboard

During this time he has encountered two OMs who,

Business Presenter of the Year for 1995. Stephen is a
benefits consultant with Sedgewick Noble Lowndes in

coincidentally, were both Fleet Air Arm pilots as well.
DICKIE PAINE (late 1970s) was a Harrier pilot and

MARK GROOM (1980) was undergoing flying training on

Croydon specialising in pensions advice.

the Sea King helicopter; Mark had been to university to
read medicine and had qualified as a GP before taking a job
with the Royal Navy. Two years ago Martyn transferred to

JAMES HALL (1961) lives in Paris with his wife and
young son.

He still plays and teaches jazz drums though

a Full Career Commission and got promoted to Lieutenant

recently has had to supplement his income by joining his

Commander shortly afterwards.

wife in her translation enterprise - something that will
undoubtedly surprise those who tried to teach him foreign
languages.

On

his summer visits to

his family

He spent seven months

training as a Seaman Officer on H.M.S. Nottingham in the

Adriatic.

That coincided with an enforcement of the
United Nations arms embargo against the former
Yugoslavia Duty with that ship ended in late 1994. In

in

Maidstone he can still be found keeping wicket at Linton

Park Cricket Club.

May

(7)

May 1995 he joined H.M.S. Anglesey (Fishery Protection

his brother at just lib 5oz. Whilst Simon's survival chance

Squadron) as the Executive Officer. A fair part of the
summer was spent around Biscay providing protection to

had been put at only 20 per cent, Matthew was given 80 per

the

British

fleet

during

the

tuna

fishing

cent; both had complications due to the fact that they were
born so premature that many of their internal organs had

season.

not properly formed.

Additionally, Martyn now finds himself as a Boarding
Officer which means leaping around the fishing vessels of
all nationalities whilst they are in British waters. The
present job finishes in May when he hopes to get his own
command or make a return to flying as a squadron

Several

operations

later

both

boys

weathered the first few months of life.

seemed

to

have

Simon was due to

remain in hospital until (last) Christmas but at least their
weights have increased significantly.

Commanding Officer.

Let's hope 1996 is not too noisy around the house!!

BRUCE TYLER (1985) spent four years at Newcastle
Polytechnic on leaving M.G.S. studying for a Sociology
degree and a post-graduate diploma in marketing. Since
finishing his studies he worked for three years in the D.S.S.
at Newcastle and from then onwards with the Guardian

STEPPING DOWN

.

.

.

Royal Exchange Group in their Corporate Pensions office

MARK COUCHMAN (1934 - 1943) retired from

in Edinburgh. Living in the Scottish city Bruce would
welcome contact from any contemporaries (40 Colinton

the Maidstonc Magistrates' Bench in September 1995 on
reaching the statutory retirement age of 70.

Mains Crescent, Edinburgh EH13 9DD).

He had served as a Justice of the Peace for 34 years, being
Chairman for a total of eleven years (1981-86 and 199094), and Vice Chairman for another seven. Mark started as

STUART TYLER (1986) attended Brasenosc College
where he read Law before going on with his studies at

a JP on the Bcarstcd Bench in June 1961 and joined the
Maidstonc Bench when the two merged in 1974.

Guildford College of Law. He has he worked for Allen and

Overy in London, Cornwall County Council and currently
works for the legal department of part of the Midland Bank

He joins two other Old Maidstonians who have recently
retired as magistrates: K J Scrasc (1929 - 1937) who
served the Maidstone Bench for 28 years, being Chairman
for three years, and E F Clifford (1930 - 1938) who retired
after 33 years service, being deputy Chairman for twenty of

Group as a fully qualified solicitor.

LITTLE MIRACLES

those years.

GARY CARCARY (1976) writes an update of his

three OMs. Is this a record?

news and details of a very eventful 1995

.

.

A total of 95 years unpaid service to Maidstone by these

.

"Still working at Trebor Bassett Limited in Maidstone as

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Quality Assurance Manager but with greater commitments
forthcoming in 1996 as the company progresses towards
gaining Quality Systems accreditation, called ISO 9002 (a

Due to an unexpectedly heavy fall of snow on 26
January the Annual Meeting was postponed and a

nationally recognised business achievement award).
Moved house in July 1993 to Beamed, engaged to Traccy

new date of Friday 9 February set.

(also working at Trebor) in October that year and married
in September 1994.

Expectant father in January 1995.

However, that is when life started to become a little

OLD MAIDSTONIAN NEWSLETTER

traumatic."

The company's internal 'paper carried the story which is
adapted here

.

.

.

The Newsletter is compiled by Roger Brown and

The twins were born an amazing ten-weeks premature and

all items for inclusion in future editions should be

one of them was given just a 20 per cent chance of
survival. Although the dual birth was known, and checks

sent to him at the Honorary Treasurer's address
on page 1.

were being made weekly, at 30 weeks the signs were not
good and a 'lifc-or-death' decision decision had to be made

The Newsletter layout has been arranged by

on having a Caesarian.

Jimmy Clinch and is printed by the office staff at

The operation was carried out at Guy's Hospital in London

Maidstone

because of the special equipment needed to care for such
tiny babies. The identical twins were delivered and named
Matthew and Simon.

Grammar School;

the

Society

greatly appreciative of their help and support.

Matthew weighed in at 21b 5oz and
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"SELLING THE SCHOOL FIELD!"
The land was managed in this way up to the First

Some fifty years ago on a hot Speech Day I sat redfaced in an Eton collar looking at the stained-glass

World War and, for example, in 1914 the accounts of the
School show that Mr W Milton paid the School a rent of

windows in Big Hall. The Astronomer Royal was speaking
about an OM called John Pond and it was all rather above
my head. But one of the names in the glass was Iohn Davy.
It was a long time later before I read G B Philips' wellknown account of the School where he lists the endow
ments and I first lcamt about the field that John Davy had
given to the Corporation. There arc more details in Streatficld's book, Maidstone Grammar School, which deserves
to be updated and reprinted.
When this book was
published in 1914 the field was still managed by the School
but not for much longer. Recently the School has been
given some past records that belonged to the 'Clerk to the

£14 but that the Governors had to make payments, Tithe,
Quit, Rent and Scots', of £11.16s.7d.

Scots' had risen to £!4.l5s.l0d and the Governors, even

without the assistance of Mr Micawbcr, realised that this

would not do. There seems to have been some confusion
by the Clerk to the Governors as to the meaning of the
various charges peculiar to the Marsh.
In his 1884
agreement Mr Daglish paid a portion of these charges
himself and apparently this was common practice amongst
tenants in the Marsh. But the practice had lapsed and Mr

Milton had got off scot-free! The outcome was that two of

Governors' and these tell us about the sale of the land in

the Governors, Alderman Morling and Mr William Day,

1919.

inspected the land and reported back that there was no
possibility of the income from the land being increased and

According to Streatfield, Dr John Davy died on the
11th May 1649 and in his will he left some 16 acres of land
at Ncwchurch in Romney Marsh to the Corporation '. . .
towards the better maintenance of a sufficient School
Master and Usher in the now free school of Maidstone,

that it should be sold.

Now it appears from the correspondence that in
October 1883 All Soul's College, Oxford had made an offer
to purchase the field for £375 and that this was declined.
This was a reasonable request as they owned the
surrounding land. So the Clerk wrote to the Bursar of All
Souls' offering the field at the same price, remarking in his
letter that fields nearby had been sold recently at about £25

.

. .'. From a map in the records it can be seen that the land
is about ha)f-a-mile to the south-east of Newchurch church
at about OS reference TR 063310. How the Corporation
ran this bequest at first is not clear (the Burghmotc records
have not been searched), but by the beginning of the 19th
century it was the Master who was responsible for finding
tenants for the field. (There were no Governors in those
days; the Corporation ran the School through its appointed
Headmaster.)

The

field

was

generally

known

an acre.

the

newly-constituted

Charity

(A newspaper cutting of the time attached to a

copy-letter reports that grazing land in the Marsh was being
sold for £125 an acre!) The Warden of All SouLs, Dr F W
Pember, referred the letter to the College agents, Done,
Hunter & Co. in London who made enquiries as to the

as

Har(e)woods Land but sometimes as the School Field, and
when

By 1918 the rent

received was still only £14 but the Tithe, Quit, Rent and

financial position and one can almost see them replying
with ever-widening eyes - "If we understand your figures
rightly the Governors obtain no income from the land at

Commissioners

questioned the Headmaster Revd E M Allfrcc in 1818, he
said that the land was let for three years at a rent of £17 per
annum.
"I, as well as my predecessor, have had the

present. Is that so?" Of course the Governors had to admit
that it was so and Done, Hunter & Co. replied by return -

management of the land.

I let it myself to the present
tenant. When I was elected to the school (in 1805) it was

"It is useless for the College to entertain it".

on lease for seven years at £42 per annum. When that lease
expired, I re-let the land to the same tenant at £50 per
annum, that being the value set upon it by Mr Hogdcn, the
surveyor. My tenant failed, owing me a year and a halfs
rent, and left the land in so bad a state that it lay useless for
two years, and I then let it for three years at £17."

The upshot was that twelve-months notice was
given to Mr Milton to quit by Michaelmas 1919 and the
land was put up for sale on Tuesday, 29 July 1919. It

reached the princely sum of £90! So much for £375 or
even £25 an acre!
By the time Burrows, the Ashford
auctioneers, and Moncktons, the solicitors, had taken their
cut the profit had fallen to below £70. Perhaps some of the
farmers had formed a ring to keep the price down - illegal
but not unknown. Or was it a poor piece of ground or
difficult to farm being surrounded, as it was, by All Souls'
land.
But this was the end of the endowment and
Maidstone Grammar School's plot of land in Romney

With changes in the government of the School
following its move to Tonbridgc Road in 1871, the
Governors themselves appear to have taken over the
management of the field and the collection of the rent. The

records contain an agreement, dated 1884, between the
Governors and Mr Richard R Daglish for a four-year lease
of the field to Michaelmas 1888. The land was, however,
subject to other rents and charges by nature of its position

Marsh passed into history.

Should the School have sold the field? Would it
have been better to have kept it, even carrying a small loss,
and wait for more prosperous times, or find another tenant?
It is possible that it wasn't even the School's property to

in the Marsh. These are not very clear to us today but there
was a tithe apportionment payable as well as a 'scot' to the
Levellers of Romney Marsh for the upkeep of the Wall,
brushing of sewers and pumping costs, and a quit-rent;
there are insufficient records available to determine exactly
who got these sums of money.

sell!

©J Clinch
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A guide for those off to university . . .
MATTHEW MASON (1991) completed his four years of studies at the University of London
with a BA Honours degree in History last summer. He wrote an article, published in 'Kent Today'
giving a guide on how the new group of students should plan ahead to survive the next few years.

This year's crop of university entrants should know that student life is not the most taxing of vocations,
but there are ways ofmaking things even easier.

Firstly, do organise your time.

WiUwut the rigid discipline of school it's very easy to get away with

doing nothing all day.

Many subjects require a lot of work outside lectures and it is impossible to get decent grades witlwut
doing this work.

But don't be shamed cither by mature students who spend all day in the library producing stunning

essays and seminar presentations - such diligence is foreign to the undcr-30s.
Most classes are supposedly compulsory, but tutors accept that 9 a.m. lectures will be the loneliest
places on campus and probably timetable them so they can have an hour to themselves.

It's important to socialise because you'll never again be in an environment so dominated by young
adults, nor in one where door prices and alcohol are so cheap.

You will also need to go out to meet new people as those you meet on tlie first day arc always the ones
you spend three years avoiding!

As for money, don't expect to survive on your grant alone. Contrary to what the Government might
think, it will barely pay for rent and food. So supplement your grant with the student loan, which is only
repayable at a minimal rate of interest once you start work.

Forget about gambling your last pound; the fruit machines are invariably empty as some smart alec from
the Maths department always cleans them out with a foolproof system.

Try to get good value for money where you can, for example in the hall of residence canteens where
prices should be subsidised.

The food is pretty edible and you can be verbally abused by some of the

sourest staff in Britain, hand picked for their dislike ofstudents, for no extra charge.

Despite what your tutors may think, there are many more interesting things to spent a grant on than the

contents ofyour book lists. Go to the library instead and treat book buying like giving money to charity,
but do it now and again to case your conscience.

Finally, make the most of being a student because when you graduate you'll realise that it definitely
beats working fora living!!

University Reporter

.

.

.

?

Oh, sorry. Those mature students undertaking courses are

also welcome to spill the beans on what they, and others,
arc doing.

providing any snippet of information about life in their

Alright, then. If you have risen to the level of being a
lecturer at such a place then you, too, qan give a point of

university, college or polytechnic, it is disappointing that

view.

Having asked for volunteers to undertake the small task of

the number of people coming forward reached a staggering
zero!!

Come on you 'young' OMs.

There must be something

happening up and down the country in the institutions of
learning

.

.

.

maybe you want to agree or challenge

what MATTHEW MASON (1991) has to say in his article
on surviving at university.

OBITUARIES
It is with deep regret that the Society records the deaths of Old Maidstonians and our sympathy goes out
to their families.

CHRISTOPHER CLARKE (1995) died over the

MURIEL WOOLLETT (1979-1986). Many OMs,

Christmas/New Year Holiday at his home in Maidstonc.

especially those who took A-level Chemistry between 1979

PHILIP

KIRBY

(1944)

died

during

1995

and

in

1986,

Laboratory

Maidstone. He retired as a teacher some years ago and it is

will

remember

Technician.

WOOLLETT (1981)

hoped to have a more extensive obituary in the next

will

Muriel

as

the

Chemistry

One

of

her

sons,

also

be

remembered.

ANDY

Her

husband, Mike, manager of the NatWcst Bank on the

edition.

Sutton Road and who died some two years ago, was also

NORMAN PHILIP LAWRENCE (1944)
peacefully at Maidstone Hospital in December 1995.

well known to boys.

died

Muriel died suddenly a few weeks

ago at the family home in Wokingham and the School was

He

represented at the funeral by Jim Clinch and his wife, and

left M.G.S. to go into the family business of R. Lawrence &

Mrs Whcatlcy, wife of Dr Roy Wheatley.

Sons, a firm of builders based in Banning. He was elected
to the Town Council and became Mayor in the 1970s.

OVER THE ARCH
The last edition made brief mention of Roger Brown's

To keep up the tradition of help with the C.C.F., Roger has

move to work at the School.

been assigned to help with the RAF Section which in

Indeed, not just to work but also live as he now occupies
the Gate Hoasc - known also as Gate Lodge, Gatclodgc,

Gateway depending on who you ask and what you read.
Previous occupants are few: 'Sarge' Bennett, 'Chief Gudc,
Ken Perriman, A.N.Othcr, and now the Treasurer! Whilst

Sarge and Chief account for about fifty years, and Mr
Pcrriman a further thirteen, A N Other lasted just six
months; John Truslove moved in last January and out in

With a changing need in schools to become more like

business units the workload on the Headmaster has become
so great that it is now necessary to break down the various

areas of responsibility. Premises maintenance is a full-time
job in itself and this is the job now undertaken by 'young'
.

.

.

37 is not old.

Many

do still enjoy drcssing-up for an overnight exercise in the
middle of winter.
RAF Manston

.

Air Experience Flying is carried out at
.

.

you certainly get a good view of the

Kent countryside from 4,000 feet not to mention the French
coastline on a clear day.

As Roger is now based at the School, this should give a
better link between former pupils and what is going on now

July to pursue a career in electronics.

Roger

1995/96 has the largest contingent with 60 cadets.

OMs will recall their days in the Force and, yes, the boys

at

Barton Road.
Hopefully, the range of activities
organised by the Society can be expanded. There will also
be benefits as the School Development Plan comes to
fruition.

He is assisted by two

caretakers and, basically, has to ensure that the various
buildings arc up to a satisfactory standard for staff and

students. Health and Safety are very important as is getting
rooms ready for meetings and examinations.
The School

operates

a

three-person shift

system

for

opening and closing. Early work starts at 6.00 a.m. (to 2.30
p.m.), Middle shift covers 10.00 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. and the

Late worker starts at 1.30 p.m. finishing at 10.00 p.m.
There is a weekly rotation of the duties between the

caretakers and Premises Manager. Of course, living on the
site docs mean keeping an eye out for unwanted visitors

School News
The annual charities week took place just before the
Christmas so as to avoid the nerve-racking exam period

that had been scheduled for early January. At the time of

going to press a total of over £3,500 had been collected
with more due in. A record sum.

David Masdin, Head of Rugby, left at the end of the

particularly at holiday times and at weekends.

autumn term to take up a position as Head of Department at
a 1,800 pupil secondary school in Barking.

Many will recall that 'Chief used to man the Tuckshop.
Well, the boys do it themselves these days in slightly larger
premises since they took over the storeroom adjacent to the
original shop.

(ID

ANNUAL SUPPER
FRIDAY 29 MARCH 1996
(sit-down 7.30 p.m. sharp)
The Supper will be held in the Big Hall at Maidstonc Grammar School with doors open from 6.15 p.m.
Bar facilities will be available from that time until the close at 11.30 p.m.
Dress is informal (jacket and tie).

Tickets cost just £13.50 each and can be obtained from the Honorary Treasurer
- the Return Sheet of this Newsletter can be used.

Students in full-time education can get a specially discounted ticket at a price of just £10.00
- same point of contact, please.

Whilst the meal is to a set menu, the caterers are able to provide for special dietary requirements at no
extra cost. Please indicate this need when purchasing tickets as the food is actually prepared off-site.

Whether you come alone or with friends you know that everybody present will have one thing in
common:

ALL HAVE AN INSIDE KNOWLEDGE OF

MAIDSTONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Those attending in previous years have come from a wide range of age groups. There are those who
have left in recent times and are still at university and there are others whose education was in the old

Grammar School was located in buildings on the corner of Tonbridgc Road and Westrec Road.

Of

course, there are many from the years in between!

Where are they now?

Missing Word

Oriel College, Oxford, are trying to locate their former

In the Mid-Summer Newsletter, 1995, an article on Page
Two included some memories from RAY MANNING

students and arc looking for a couple of Old Maidstonians.

(1951). Unfortunately, a word was omitted from the text

Roger John Nigel FLETCHER, bom 13 April

which gives a very limited reflection on many well-loved

1944, Matric 1963

masters who graced tnc School.

In the second column, fourth paragraph, the wording

Anthony Roger FULLER, born 17 March 1944,

should read . . .

Matric 1963

".

If you are able to offer any possible location then please let

.

.

He really got stuck into me but as soon as it was

done it was forgotten and was never referred to again. I am

Roger Brown know (at Treasurer's address).

certain that he was NOT the only master at the School to
devote his life to helping youngsters

.

Apologies for the error first time around.

Like Father, Like Son
JIM HALL (1961) mentioned in a letter to the Society that

he had had the honour of captaining the Old Boys Cricket
Eleven against the School in 1983. His father had also held

this job in a match just after the Second world War. Can
any other family lay claim to such an achievement ... or

similar in the rugby fixture ... or soccer1?

.
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