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"I am glad the achievement of both staff and students has been
recognised by the inspectors." So said Neil Turrell, Headmaster, after reading the
OFSTED report based on the week-long inspection that had taken place at M.G.S. during November.
He continued, "Though there is no room for complacency there is much of which we can be proud. This
is an excellent basis for progress."

East seat; he ousted Mr Christopher Jackson who
had held the position for the previous fifteen
years. On leaving M.G.S. in 1982, Mark went to
the London School of Economics where he
completed his Master of Science degree. Whilst
there he became Maidstone's youngest borough
councillor at age 21. He has spent the last four
years as their group leader before standing down

No doubt the guest speaker at this year's Supper

would have been equally as pleased to have
received such a report for his time at Barton

Road. Yes, S. W. 'Ichabod' Johnson was back in
town. To many he was a master and to others he
was just a name but the 140 Old Maidstonians

who attended the function were captivated by bis

recollections of events from the 1950s. Indeed,
thirty minutes has never sounded so interesting

at this year's local elections.

even to one who did not know the man nor his

Mark is married to Kim and they have two young

generation.For those who were not able to be

children.

there all is not lost A recording of Mr Johnson's

*

speech was made - live and unedited - and is
available from Henry Darley; details can be
found elsewhere in this Newsletter.
The number of outside guests was down this year
because one of the invited dignitaries, namely the
Mayor, was himself an old boy of the School;
Councillor Paul Oldham was a pupil from 1955
until 1963 and for a time was the Chairman of the
Governors.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

All members of the Society will wish to join in
the congratulations to Philip Langridge (1958),
the

world-renowned opera

singer,

who was

honoured in the Queen's Birthday Honours List
with the award of C.B.E.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Society's

*

Annual Meeting will be held on Friday
27th January, 1995 in the Common Room

Whilst on the political front the School can now
boast an M.E.P. amongst its distinguished former
pupils. In the June elections for the European

at The Grammar School commencing at
8.00 pm. This meeting is open for all Old

Parliament, Mark Watts (Labour), overturned a

Maidstonians to attend.

Conservative majority of 29,000 to win the Kent

(1)

SPORTS RESULTS

went on to play with considerable success for the
Army and Combined Services.
For good
measure he also took five wickets/ in the same

Rugby: School 13

match (about 5 - 15,1 think) and Tremember the

Old Boys 0

result being announced by the Headmaster as a

The First XV rounded off a fairly successful
season with a hard fought victory over leavers
from the past three years. At the break it was 0 -

victory for Dover by 100+ runs!'
The Editor replies:

fixture after a rather sporting declaration by die

fitness would be the telling factor. The first try

Head ofP.E. - not the most popularperson in the

came with IS minutes remaining when the backs

Common Room during the last few days of term!

finally broke from the half-way line and touched

A search through past copies ofThe Maidstonian
figures.
R. Kemp said nothing about the defeat of the
Common Room in his report on the First XI of

down in the corner. A 30-metre drop-goal meant

has failed to confirm or deny Julian's

that the Old Boys needed to score but a second

breakaway try five minutes from time sealed their
victory.

Old Boys

For

good measure the School also won this year's

0 and it was always felt that the School player's

Cricket:

Many thanks Julian.

that year - now we know why! But W.G. Dover
was clearly a force to be reckoned with.
According to the report of the match versus
0M.s in the January 1962 The Maidstonian,
Dover scored 73 (64 higher than anybody else and that was extras 9!) and had bowling figures

198 - 9 dec.

School 171
A hard-hit 63 from Paul James (1993), to the
accompaniment of a few 'moos' from the pavilion
but highly effective, rescued the Old Boys after a
shaky start against some accurate bowling. On a
hot afternoon the fielder's strength would always
be sapped and as tea approached runs came
freely. The School made a spirited reply but just
when batsman had got themselves established
they were dismissed.
Some generous spin

of 10-2-32-5; the School won by 30 runs. The
1962 match was rained offbut by now Dover was
in the O.M. team!

TIES

bowling kept their interest in reaching the total
but the last three wickets fell in the space of five

The Honorary Treasurer has a supply of both
styles of Old Maidstonian tie and these can be
ordered using the Return Sheet of this

overs.

Newsletter.

In the January Newsletter was a report on the
1993 School versus Common Room match in
which it was stated that a member of the First XI
had hit the first ever century against the teachers.

The 'crested' design is a Jacquard Woven Tie
with all over random motifs of the crest in gold,
red and blue on a navy background. It is of
Polyester Rep and is 54" x 3 1/8" in size. Cost,

JULIAN MACKENNY (1966) writes:

including postage, £8.50.

'I was interested to see the report of the First XI
vs Common Room XI match in the latest edition

The 'striped' version is also a Jacquard Woven
Tie with a main colouring of navy blue
containing angled stripes of gold, purple and
white. It is of Polyester Rep and is 54" x 3 1/8" in
size. Cost, including postage, is now (because of

of the O.M. Newsletter.

I was, however, puzzled by the statement that the
century by Chris Cooper was the first ever in a
School v. Common Room match.
I clearly
remember one in this fixture during my time at
the School, probably in 1963 or 1964. It was
scored by Bill Dover who, as Capt. W.G. Dover,

new stock) £6.50.

(2)

REMEMBERING... WILLIAM GOLDING
The January Newsletter briefly mentioned the death of Sir William Golding O.M., Nobel Laureate,
author, and a teacher at M.G.S. from 1st September 1938 until 30th April 1940. 'According to the
Christinas 1938 copy of The Maidstonian he was educated at Marlborough Grammar School and
Brasenose College, Oxford and he came to the School from Michael Hall, Streatham. Further in the
same copy we note "THE ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY This term we welcome ... Mr W.G.Golding,
playing the 'cello,..."

One of the most distinguished Old Maidstonians in the musical world is Michael Tillett (1930-39) and
he writes of the man...

eye on me, only a flourishing School Orchestra

'Item 2 of the 1938 concert was given by The
School Choir1 singing The Sussex Carol' and a
setting of 'Adam lay y-bounden' by the newlyarrived W.G.Golding written specially for a
short-lived small choir formed by him for the
occasion. No copies of his carol were issued - he
chalked it up on a music blackboard kept behind
the stage curtain and it remained chalked up until

thanks to the dedicated enthusiasm of E.C.J. as

we had it memorised.

'As the only M.G.S. boy wanting to offer Music
as a subject for 'Higher Certificate1 in the summer

of 1939, I had been quite prepared to do the

necessary study myself, aided by the amazingly
well-stocked Music Section of the County
Library.

In those distant days there was no

Director of Music at the School to keep a wary

conductor and various masters who played in it.

'E.CJ. was surely not the type to disparage a
colleague's work, least of all to a mere pupil, but
studying this board after an orchestra rehearsal I
remember him saying, Tm sorry he's allowed
himself such crude harmonisation".

'Something in the regulations, I believe, made it
necessary for any subject offered for Higher

Certificate to be officially taught at the School.
Accordingly,
a
new
young
master
W.G.Golding, was, in September 1938, given the

'Crude or not, to this day, a bass from that 1938
choir has only to meet another and sing: 'Four
thousand winter' (dropping a fourth on 'winter')
for the other to echo the phrase a minor third

responsibility of supervising my music work,
though he had, I think, been appointed to teach
English to lower forms.
'I have little recollection now of any one-to-one

lower, the whole line being rounded off together:

lessons with W.G.G. except the remembrance of

'thought he

not too long',

descending

to

a

essays being returned, especially one (brilliant, I

resonant low G for the last word.

had thought) on the Symphonies of Sibelius,

posthumous fame for you!

marked
13/20'!

'Also in that 1938 concert was a sketch "The 'ole

somewhat

disappointingly:

'Good

-

There's

in the road' featuring Messrs. Matthews and

'Christmas Term concerts in those days bore little

Ashton,

resemblance to what we now think of as concerts

impeccable evening dress with silk scarf.

- they were more of a variety show.

A typical

with

W.G.G.

as

"The

Dude'

in

'As co-producer (with J.C.B.C.) of the March

one would include an item or two from the

1939 'Julius Caesar' it was surely W.G.G. who
taught David Savage how to fall over backwards
and roll down the steps of the Capitol without

School Orchestra, a short play by a Junior Form,

a piano duet, conjuring by 'Plum' Hodges
(assisted by G.B.P.), a song from a staff vocalist,

actually hurting himself.

a prefects' sketch, and invariably a grand final

And it was surely

W.G.G.'s brilliant idea to introduce an ominous
soft back-stage drum-roll (conveniently played

item from 'The Common Room'.

by Mark Anthony, not on stage at the time) which
built up in a terrifying crescendo through the

(3)

half-minute or so leading up to the killing of

CALLING 1944 LEAVERS . . .

Caesar.

'Perhaps we should have realised that there was a

John Ould who left M.G.S. in 1944 is trying to

hint of things to come from W.G.G. in the slim
paper-backed copy

trace contemporaries which, hopefully, will lead

of his poems circulating

round the Sixth Form at the time.

to a reunion later this year.

One poem

An article was published in the Kent Messenger

particularly amused me as, printed some way

newspaper back in March which included a
picture of Form VC taken in 1944.
Those

after the last line, was an instruction to the

reader: (then whistle). Is there still a copy of this
little volume in the Library?

appearing

'After Higher Certificate I had no further contact

Wilkinson, Tennant, Fisher, Stinchcombe, Reed,

(who

with W.G.G. except indirectly. When teaching at

generated

and myself had the crazy idea of devising a

would not give us permission to proceed with the
'It still seems difficult to believe that the future
renowned William Golding had indeed been the
little

man

Gray,

Mills,

some

news:

six

located

but,

should contact John direct. His address is 89,
Cambridge Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11
8BZ or he can be reached by telephone on 081

project - a fiasco averted!

lively

Jenner,

Lawrence

Anybody knowing leavers from that year or who
would like more details of a possible reunion

Fortunately, Golding's publishers

round-faced,

mayor),

Chambers,

regrettably, notice of three being deceased.

'musical' for Junior Forms based on "The Lord of

cheery,

became

Messrs

Thurston, Smith and, of course, Ould. This has

Highgate in the 1970s the then Head of Drama

the Flies".

were

977 3021.

as

remembered from W.G.G.'s brief time on the
M.G.S. staff in the late 1930s.1

ON TAPE

Another Old Maidstonian, Len Smith of similar
vintage, writes...

The speech by the Chief Guest at the Old
Maidstonian Supper held at the School on Friday
25th March, 1994, was outstanding.
It was
delivered by S.WJohnson, a master at M.G.S. in

'I certainly remember him, although I was never

in one of his classes. I was however more than

once facing his quite respectable leg-breaks in

the 1950s and early 1960s.

the nets.

A recording was made and copies are available
from Henry Darley of Squerryes Oast, Church
Road, Otham, Maidstone, Kent ME15 8SB.

'I also see from my 1938 diary that he was joined
by Messrs Ogden and Sawdy as reinforcements

for an O.M. team playing the School First XL Or
were they reinforcing the School vs. the O.M.S?
My note is unclear! This by the way was on 28th
September

1938,

an

Chamberlain accepted

historic

day

an invitation to

No fixed charge is being made, but any donation
will go to the charity account of the Society. A
donation of £10 as a minimum is suggested.

when
meet

This is a unique opportunity for those not present

Hitler, Mussolini and Daladier in Munich to seek

at the Supper to hear, among other things, the
'Staff Room* view of the School in those days
from a member who was held in very high
esteem by both teachers and boys. It is also a
chance for those present to relive a memorable

'Peace in our Time'.

'Golding the person? 1 recall him as a smallish,
somewhat untidy fellow who moved about his
business busily, but with a preoccupied manner -

no doubt a book on his mind. In hindsight one
would like to have known him better.'

event.
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CHILE EXPEDITION with RALEIGH INTERNATIONAL
The Society is able from time to time to give a little financial assistance to pupils, both present and past,
who are undertaking a project that is deemed to be of some educational benefit

In 1993, Neil Taylor was given some help towards his trip to Chile with the Raleigh International
Expedition. He reports...

commission, CONAF. The reserve is a beautiful

'Between 30th September and 18th December
1993, I took part in a Raleigh International
Expedition to Patagonia in Southern Chile.
Raleigh is a charity in both youth development
and helping the countries it visits. In Chile
Raleigh is based in a town called Coyhaique in
Region Eleven. It is very unlike the capital
Santiago, which is not so different from an
English city. All the roads arc gravel tracks and
most of the people around are farmers. It took us
three days to get there from England and we went
straight into training for the expedition. We had
to have lessons in the basics of how to survive
including how to use radios, map reading, firstaid and river crossing. Much of this I had already
learnt in the cadets but it was a useful reminder.

unspoilt wilderness, much of which has never
been explored before. CONAF wanted us to

explore the reserve and take slide transparencies
so they could see it for themselves, and try and
achieve National Park status. Before setting out
'on our treks we had more training, mostly in
mountaineering and how to use cameras. The
team split up into two groups of six venturers and
two staff, so that we could explore more of
Jeinimeni.

tried to nail them together the nails bent - the

'Jeinmeni is a true wilderness - the easiest way to
travel is along the river beds as there are no paths
through the Lenga forests. If you are lucky you
might cover a whole kilometre in an hour. We
had to bash our way through the dense forest to
get around waterfalls. We camped where we
could, often on the only patches of clear ground
available which might be just big enough for one
person to sleep on. We climbed snow covered
mountains which had breathtaking views. Trying
to get down was harder than going up as there
were boulder slopes that had to be descended
with caution.
Everywhere we saw condors,
waterfalls and even a few glaciers. Our two
weeks soon ran out and we collated all the
information we had gathered from our four treks
so that it could be translated into Spanish for

Chileans do not seem to make nails as well as we

CONAF.

do. Throughout the project everyone learnt about

'For the next phase my group travelled south to

'Halfway through the expedition we returned to
Coyhaique to meet up with other group members
who had been doing tasks such as building
plazas, fences and playgrounds, mountaineering
and exploring glaciers from inflatable boats.
Whilst in Coyhaique we also did some small
community projects including clearing litter,
painting the orphanage and teaching at the

the Jeinimeni National Reserve to carry out a

school.

•Whilst in Chile we were put in groups to carry

out four different projects. Each project lasted
two weeks and covered adventurous, scientific or
community work. My first project was at a farm
called Ties Lagonas, where a group of twelve of
us were going to rebuild a barn which had been

crushed by pumice dust from the eruption of
Volcano Hudson in 1991. After clearing the dust
away, trying to put the barn back together was

more like doing a giant jigsaw puzzle.

All the

timbers were so old and hard that whenever we

teamwork, leadership and decision making.

In

fact everyone had a chance to be 'leader for a day'
during the expedition.

When, two weeks later,

we had finally put the barn back together the
farmer was very happy even though it did not

look much like it had done before.

photographic survey for the Chilean forestry

The next phase in which I took part was sea

(5)

kayaking

down

to

the

San

Rafael

ANNUAL SUPPER

Glacier.

Unfortunately, a vital piece of the two man boats

1995

needed to be replaced so we went for a little trek
around the Rio Simpson Reserve (or, as we
called it, the Nightmare Bamboo Reserve). Let's

just say it was not the best part of the trip. The

boats were soon seaworthy again and off we
went, first by truck and then by fishing boat, to a
small island 75 nautical miles from our goal.
From there we had nine days of paddling until

eight at night to reach a beach on which we could
camp.

We also drank some very funny water.

However, we saw seals and sealions, porpoises,
albatrosses, flightless steamer ducks and even the

occasional dolphin. Oh, and one very big glacier,
which had bits of the size of aircraft-carriers
dropping off it all the time. You can sit there and
watch it for hours (not too close though!) Soon
we were collected by another fishing boat - the
first one had sunk when it hit an island whilst we
kayaking - to go to our final project

Thinking of coming to next year's
Supper?

The date to put in your diary is

Friday 31st March 1995.
Supper will be served at 7.30 pm in
Big Hall at the Grammar School and
will be followed by the usual
speeches from the President's guest
speaker and the Headmaster.

Details of tickets will be included in
the January '95 Newsletter.

'It took another two days to reach the small
mining community of Puerto Sanchez on the
shores of lake General Carrera. This meant that
we had only about a week left to build a plaza for
the townspeople. We were given the use of two
small cottages and an office building which
allowed us to concentrate on the building work.
We put up a fence round the perimeter of our

PHILIP MOORE (1960)
(Organist & Master of the Choristers at York Minster)
is to give a
Recital at All Saints'Church

on Wednesday 16th November 1994,
commencing at 8.00 p.m.

plaza and paths leading to the middle where we

built a bandstand/bus shelter.

GOT HIM...

Also there was a

children's playground in the corner nearest the
school which we were going to repair/enlarge.
We had seven Chileans to help us with the work,
most chainsawing. We were amazed at how
quickly it was all done. The only problem was

The following is a short article about a wartime
event written by Peter John Huish and told to him
in 1946 by Desmond Payne:

•We had a jolly German master at Maidstone by
the name of Strachan who was a German
National in the 1930s. He returned to Germany
prior to the 1939 War and joined the Army.

getting materials as Chileans work on a different

time scale to us, everything will be dong
'tomorrow'. There was also a chance to go into
the school and teach the children, with my
academic record I thought it best to teach them
juggling, and we played football and volleyball

'One of our classmates, Jack Callingham, who

was an army officer fighting in the Western
Desert War, took a batch of German soldiers

with the locals.

prisoner during the campaign, and to his

'Then back we went to Coyhaique for some final
partying and clearing up before heading back

amazement he found he had captured Herr
Strachan!!

home. I decided to stay on for another month and
travelled up to the Rio Bio Bio and Los Angeles
(but not the Los Angeles).
However, that's
another story.1

'Unfortunately, it is not known what their
conversation was but it was an amazing story.'
(6)

The Combined Cadet Force at M.G.S.
Having completed our look at the history of the School in recent newsletters we are going to reprint
some parts of the record of the C.C.F. kindly made available to us by Mrs Diana Caley.

The period covered is from 1906 through to 1981 and the Foreword states, The information has been
gleaned from old copies of The Maidstonian and from the memories of some gentlemen still closely
connected with the School. My main purpose was to provide a general history for the present members
of the Corps. I hope that I have included sufficent anecdotes to show that although things change
superficially much hi fact remains the same.'
The very first rumblings, of what was later to

become Maidstone Grammar School Combined

Cadet Force (MGS CCF), began as early as 1897.
The Reverend H.A.Watson, the Headmaster, had

the idea but it didn't get much support. In fact
there were only two volunteers. However, it was
not to be kept down.

Only two years later we

find the whole school involved in Field and
Physical Drill during 'Interval' three days a week,

The War
forty-four
out twice
Boys and

£60 to help provide other equipment.

An article contributed to The Maidstonian gives
us a delightful glimpse of a cadet's problems on
that occasion.

and the following year, 1900, a Rifle Club had

THE FIRST PARADE.

started.

From these beginnings the Corps was born and
the following notice appeared in The London
Gazette of 9th February 1906:

'Cadet

Corps

(Maidstone

Grammar

School)

attached to the 1st Volunteer Battalion, The

Queen's Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment;
Acting Chaplain, The Reverend Charles George
Duffield, M.A., Eastern Command, Maidstone
Companies,

Royal

Army

Medical

Corps

(Volunteer), to be Captain and to command.

Dated 25th January, 1906.
Arthur Sydney Lamprey, Gent, to be Lieutenant,

dated 25th January, 1906.'
The following non-commissioned officers were

appointed:
C.A.Duffield and R.P.H.Eyre to be Sergeants
C.G.Ruck,

H.A.Buller,

A.R.Betts

and

Office lent twelve service rifles and
carbines for drill, which was carried
a week. By the end of the year Old
friends of the School had raised over

(Contributed)

"Parade in uniform!" "At last!" The long awaited
day has come, but what difficulties are put before
our Cadets by that order, "Parade in uniform!"
Let us take a peep into one of the 'stately homes
of Maidstone.' What do we see? An anxious but
hopeful youth intently gazing at a heap, which
consists apparently of about 200 yards of drab
cloth. These, he has been told, are his 'putties',
and he also has some idea that they have to go

onto his legs. But where do the boots come in?
We notice that he already has his breeches on,
and, in the light of what follows, we wonder how
he did it Dubiously he begins to wind on one of
those dreadful looking bandages; after a time he
perceives that his initial efforts have produced a
resemblance to an artistically draped Grecian
statue. Nothing daunted, however, he undrapes,
and

recommences.

By

dint

of

strenuous

R.W.Maddocks to be Corporals
F.Prentis, C.S.Cannon and M.Laurence to be

perseverance, and by looking all round his leg at

Lance-Corporals

the last few yards of tape, he mentally calculates

The roll numbered sixty names.
Sergeant-Major

Evans

(Royal

West

Kent

Regiment (RWKR)) was Instructor to the Corps.

the same time, he at last succeeds. As he tucks in
how many minutes late he will be. Next his eyes

fall upon his tunic and, remembering his former
struggles, he calls upon reinforcements in the

shape of sundry sisters and servants.

Naturally,

NEWSLETTER

these, not being males, begin to pass well-meant

but unnecessary remarks. He listens for a while

The Newsletter is compiled by Roger Brown and

to such comments as "Aren't those bandages

all items for inclusion in future editions should be

uncomfortable?" "Your - er - knickers are rather

sent to him at the Hon. Treasurer's address (see

tight!" and so on; and then, with real military
precision, says "Go to . . . Gibraltar." This

frontpage).

effectually

The Newsletter layout has been arranged by
Jimmy Clinch and is printed by the office staff at
Maidstone Grammar School to whom the Society
are greatly appreciative of their help and support.

disbands

the

supports.

Then

commences the struggle with the jacket. First our.
friend digs out the hooks from the cloth and then
endeavours to get inside the garment. After some
futile attempts he again calls up his supports.
This time mother appears and eventually between

them they accomplish the difficult feat.
Of
course, he forgets which side to wear his 'frog',
and finishes by putting it on the right side, which
is also the wrong side. He then finds that his belt

FOUND...
Following the appeal in January's edition it is
pleasing to report that two copies of the 1941
School Photograph have been traced., Thank you.

is too tight and, in making another hole in the
leather, he runs the gimlet into his finger. By this
time his patience has departed and when he

realises that he has lost his hat, we retreat in
order to avoid the chair which flies through the

SUBSCRIPTIONS

window.

Eventually he discovers his head-gear in the
place where he last left it, and after carefully
adjusting it, he is ready to sally forth as a replica
of the picture that he saw on the notice board, and

There are two types of membership available:

The 'Ordinary' rate is £3.00 per annum payable in
January each year. This can be paid by cheque or
cash or postal-order but it makes sense to do it by
Standing Order. A mandate for your Bank is
included on the last page of this Newsletter for
setting up the instruction.

entitled "Cadet X" - a cross cadet? As we stand
admiring his smart appearance and soldierly gait,
we hear him mutter, "I only hope others have had
as much trouble as I."
On a more serious note The Maidstqnian states

that 'there are many valuable lessons to be learnt

'Life Membership1 can be taken by anybody with
the amount payable depending on age. There is a

in a Cadet Corps which are of use in the practical
work of life. Discipline - a simple obedience to
simple commands, alertness of mind, self control,
and above all perhaps self-reliance, training of
the

body

and especially

of the eye,

great advantage in doing it this way since you are

then 'in for life1 and an increase in the annual
subscription

proper

won't

affect

you.

The

rates

applicable are:

carriage and control of limbs - it is surprising to
see how few people know even how to walk and physical development of the body in every

up to 30 years of age - £45

31 to 50 years of age - £30

way. Drill is an excellent antidote for lounging,
slacking, and general inefficiency in any shape or
form; good Field-Day work properly carried out

51 and older - £15

The subscription rates are reviewed annually at

is an education in itself.'

the Annual General Meeting.

to be continued

(8)

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
STEVE
FORBES
(1994)
transfered
from
Sittingbourne Town F.C. (Beazer Homes Premier League)
to Millwall F.C. of the Endsleigh League Division One.
Having just completed his 'A' levels he has signed a three
year contract as a professional soccer player. The transfer
fee - just a mere £50,000. A far cry from the junior football
he has played locally he will hopefully be making regular
T.V. appearances on ITV's live soccer shows. Good luck.

ANDREW ASHBEE (1957) is internationally known

as an expert on seventeenth-century English instrumental
music, particularly that of John Jenkins. After many years

as Head of Music at Rochester Grammar School, he took
early retirement in 1990 to devote more time to research,
editing and writing. He was a part-time tutor in music for
the Open University for its first ten years and continues to
lecture for the WEA. He is a member of the Editorial
Committee of the Musica Britannica Trust. Andrew is the

AUSTAIR HOLLOWAY (cl980) now lives in

author of numerous articles and reviews on English consort

London, Ontario, where he works as a journalist Having
graduated from Newcastle Polytechnic he emigrated to
Canada when he could not find a job in this country. He

music in many leading music journals and has broadcast
and lectured in England, America and Holland. He is also
engaged on a highly acclaimed multi-volume calender of
•Records of English Court Music, 1485-1714* (Scolar
Press), of which six volumes have so far been published.
Volume Two was awarded the C.B.Oldham Prize as 'the
best British work of Music Librarianship, Reference or

recently had an article published in the Kent Messenger
newspaper detailing the town and history of Maidstone -

this one 4,000 miles west of where M.G.S. is situated and
twenty minutes from the United States border.

Bibliography' in 1987.

NIGEL KIRBY (1980) left the country earlier this year

SIMON BENNETT (1971) was discovered by:

to take control of a programme of water supply and
sanitation for the charity WaterAid in West Africa. He is a
graduate of St. Catherine's College, Oxford, and has

ANDREW LARMAN (1970) when attending a

function at Badminton School, Bristol, where both of their
wives teach. He is Technical Director for Oxford Scientific
Instruments after doing post-doctorate work at Berkeley,

worked on both civil engineering and water supply projects
in the Solomon Islands with the Voluntary Service
Overseas organisation.
Sponsored by the Overseas
Development Administration he successfully completed an
MSc in water and waste engineering in developing
countries at the Water, Engineering and Development

California.

ERIC BROWNE

(1991) will be joining Price

Watcrhou.se this summer following completion of his

Centre in Loughborough. For three years he was on an
ODA secondment with Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners

degree course in M.O.R.S.E. (Maths, Operations Research,
Statistics and Economics) at Warwick University. He will
be training as a chartered accountant specialising in the

engineering consultancy in the Solomon Islands.

financial derivatives team (futures, options, etc.). Whilst at
university he enjoyed team success in Ballroom Dancing at
national level.

ANDREW LARMAN (1970) is a partner in a firm of
solicitors in Clifton, Bristol.

CHRISTOPHER CLINCH (1979) will be installed

PHILIP LEE (1966) studied at U.M.I.S.T. where he

as Team Vicar of Dinnington & Brunswick (Diocese of
Newcastle) on October 5th.

gained a Second Gass Honours in Polymer Technology.
Went straight into the Brewing Industry and had spells at
Watney Wilson and Matthew Brown before taking up his
present position of Sales Director with Jennings Brothers
PLC.
Lives in Cockermouth, Cumbria, and would be
delighted to hear from O.M.S of his era (tel: 0900 - 826911
home or 0900 - 823214 work). Anybody visiting that area
of the country is welcome to call for a guided tour of the

MARK COPELAND-FORD (1983) has worked at
K.C.C. Supplies since leaving school. Now engaged.

NICK DREWE (cl981) is now married so we hear.
Can anyone confirm this rumour? - like Nick?

brewery!

GORDON EARL (1948) and his wife moved to

ALAN LIVESEY (1981) still lives in the Maidstone

Chorley, Lancashire, last year. Members will be very sorry

area and commutes to London daily where he works for
Ernst and Young as an Information Systems Auditor. He is
still active in scouting and local amateur dramatics.

to learn that Gordon suffers from Alzheimer's Disease; he

still enjoys hearing about former colleagues and current

events. Anybody wishing to contact him direct should liase
with the treasurer, please.
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DAVID LIVESEY (1982) is married with two,

GEOFFREY SAMME (1986) is now training to be a

children and lives in Oxted. He works as a fertiliser trader

chartered accountant with the Maidstone Borough Council.

for a Chinese company.

ROBERT SISLEY (1989) recently completed his final

GRAHAM LIVESEY (1984) joined the army after

accountancy examinations.
He works for Maidstone
accountants Coopers and Lybrand.

leaving Sheffield University and passed out from Sandhurst
in c.1988.

He was awarded a commission in the Royal

Engineers and is currently serving with them as adjutant of
a T.A. Regiment in Newcastle, having served in Germany

ADRIAN SMITH (1980) has been hitting cricket balls
harder and further than many other local club players.

and Northern Ireland.

When the summer draws to a close he turns his thoughts to

the indoor game and this winter he will be touring Australia

JONATHAN UVESEY (1992) is studying at Leeds

with the England team.

University where he is expected to gain a first in
consumption of alcoholic beverages . . . and may achieve

successful Dartford All Blacks who have won the national
championship twice since 1990. This is the eight-a-sidc

some academic success as well.

Adrian is captain of the very

version and also included in the touring side are county

players Asif Din, David Leatherdale and Richard Stemp.

WILLIAM MERRIHELD (1993) is now attending
Staffordshire University where he is studying for a
BA(Hons) in Business Studies. He is actively involved in
the Christian Union undertaking the post of General

MARK SUNNOCKS (1986) graduated from the
University of Warwick in 1989 and is now a qualified
computer operator. Married Leoni in 1991. Now working

Secretary.

for 'Relate' as a counsellor.

STEPHEN NEWMAN (cl962) had his first novel

NAT TYCE (1991) gained a first class honours degree

published earlier this year. Called "The Last Autumn" it is
a romantic novel and published by The Book Guild (at
£11.95). He has had two previous books published both on
Dickens - a Study of Great Expectations and Dickens at
Play. He has also written essays on Dickens, Bunyan,
Aldous Huxley, Nabokov and Brigid Brophy, as well as
giving numerous lectures on the eighteenth century. On
leaving the School he went to Oxford and held a Junior
Lectureship at St. Catherine's College between 1968 and
1970. For the next eighteen years he was lecturer in
English Literature at the University of Liverpool and has
subsequently taught in China. He now lives in Derbyshire.

in Maths from Cambridge University.

TOMMY PEARSON (1989) has been presenting a

degree in Computer Aided Chemistry.

PETER WHFTEHEAD (1970) works for the Foreign
Office and is due back in the U.K. later this year after a
posting in Cote D'Woire.

GARETH WHITTLE (1993) is presently working in
a software company and hopes to continue in further
education at the Canterbury Christchurch College studying
Information Technology and Sportscience.

SAM WILLIAMS (1993) is currently in his first year
at the University of Surrey where he is studying for a

new B.B.C. Radio 3 programme for young listeners since

January. The show is called The Music Machine* and is

JOHN WOODGER (1953) is now Vicar of Watford.
On leaving the School he had five years with R.A.F. before
a further period of four years education. Whilst Rector of
Church Stretton, Shropshire, he had two notable O.M.S on
his doorstep - namely, the late G.B.Phillips (former Deputy
Head) and Bob Rylands (who had taught him English).

broadcast daily at 5.00 pm. He himself is a composer,
arranger and percussionist who used to teach at the Kent

Music School - until he broke his wrist! More recently he
has been heard presenting (they call it 'fronting1) the

National

Youth

Orchestra's

concert

of

Ravel

and

Stravinsky from the 'Proms', again on Radio 3.
RON PRIOR (1970) is a practicing solicitor with

OLD ITEMS

offices in both Gravcsend and Chatham.

Many thanks to those Old Maidstonians who have offered
items pertaining to M.G.S. for the memorabilia collection.

DA VID RATCLIFFE (1991) having gone to Reading
University to study Food Technology has managed to
secure work in Philadelphia, U.S.A., with a reputable

Remember, if you are having a clear out and come across

company in the American food industry.

something with a School connection then it may be of
interest to the Society. An old journal... a report... the

ADRIAN RUDGE (1957) works for H.M.Customs

or events... newspaper cuttings... trophies.

and Excise.

Contact Roger Brown who will be pleased to receive any

programme for a play or concert... photographs of people

articles.
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OBITUARIES
It is with deep regret that the Society records the deaths of Old Maidstonians and our sympathy goes out
to their families.

NORMAN C. COOK (1924) it is with

LEONARD H. BURDGE (1941) died

regret that the Society records the death of
Norman Cook, a former Captain of School, at the
age of 88. He was one of the two creators of the
Museum of London and a great populariser of

suddenly, but peacefully, at home in Risby near
Bury St. Edmonds in February.
He was a
brother-in-law to another O.M., W.E.J. Foster,
who writes about him...

archaeology.

"...He had for several years been suffering from

The following is an extract from the obituary that

severely debilitating conditions which left him
but a shadow of his former self. The funeral took

appeared in the 'Daily Telegraph1:

place on 2nd March at Risby Church. He leaves

"Norman Charles Cook was born on 24th January

a widow, Anne, four sons and five grandchildren.

1906 and educated at Maidstone Grammar
School. In 1924 he took a job at Maidstone
Museum, which he at first found 'a strange
world', where he felt 'isolated, unco-ordinated
and with no way of learning museum technique

"...In addition to academic achievements he was

a keen sportsman.

He played cricket for the

School First XI - a good bat and according to R.

Kemp Esq., a 'safe pair of hands'! He was a

except from other members of staff, if any'.
Cook acquired an external BA from London Uni

School Prefect and I believe Captain of his House
(College).

versity and moved to Morven Institute of Arch

"On leaving School in the summer of 1941 he

was articled to Mr Fisk, the Borough Treasurer of
Maidstone.

During this period he obtained the

qualification of A.S.A.A. and at some later date
the I.M.T.A.

aeological

Research

at

Avebury,

Alexander

Keiller

where
and

he

worked

with

Piggott.

During the last war, like many other

Stuart

archaeologists, he interpreted air photographs for

From Maidstone he moved to

Bomber Command.

Southampton where he was in charge of Finance
for Water and Transport. He later returned to
Maidstone where he became Secretary and

"After the war Cook spent four years as curator

of the Tudor House Museum in Southampton and

Treasurer to Maidstone Water Company.

From
there he went to Bury St. Edmonds as Treasurer
to the then new West Suffolk Water Board.

in 1950 was appointed Keeper of the Guildhall

Museum of the Corporation of London. Running
the

museum

in

the

extraordinarily difficult.

"His next appointment took him to Dundee where
in 1968 he set up the new East of Scotland Water

Library

Service

and

post-war

years

was

It was part of the
the

original

museum

premises in Basinghall Street had been taken

Board from scratch.

over immediately after the war to provide book-

"His last appointment was Director of Finance for
the Tayside Region of Scotland - after a short
period as Deputy to that Authority - also based in
Dundee. He retired in 1984 and a year or two

stacks.

Such displays as Cook could achieve

were first of all in the porch of Guildhall, later in

the Royal Exchange, and finally in converted
shops on the high walk in London Wall. But he

later returned to Suffolk.

endured these vicissitudes, dreaming of a greater

future in the Museum of London.

"Throughout his life Leonard was a keen golfer,

achieving quite a low handicap and winning quite

"He was one of the pre-eminent figures of the

a number of club competitions. During his last
few years his condition prevented him from
participating
to his
great regret and

museum

disappointment."

movement

of the

1960s,

becoming

President of the Museum Association in 1965 (in

(11)

which capacity he presided over a memorably

her work less as a pattern than a guide. He does

bibulous Dublin conference). In 1969 he took a

not directly copy her, so much as go his own way ■
to get the same effects as she obtains in hers. I

spectacular exhibition of Livery Company treas

ures to Japan.

From 1967 to 1972 he was

President of the Society of Antiquaries.

"On his retirement to Wells in

1972 Cook

became honorary curator of the city's museum, a

post he held until 1983. There he rediscovered
and put on show plaster casts of cathedral
statuary made for the Great Exhibition of 1831.
He worked tirelessly for the cathedral and served
as one of its guides.
"Cook delivered many lectures on archaeology to

children and, alongside Sir Mortimer Wheeler

and Glyn Daniel, entertained television audiences
in the programe 'Animal, Vegetable or Mineral'.
"In 1959 he and Donald Harden, director of the
London Museum, embarked on a crusade for a
new Museum of London, a merger of their two
institutions. Harden became director designate, a

post Cook took over in 1970, remarking that it
would be nice to be director of the completed
museum - 'just for one day, perhaps, before
retirement'. But it was not to be: he retired in
1972 and the museum did not open until 1976."
Norman married Dorothy Waters in 1934. They
had two children, a son and a daughter. A fellow
Old Maidstonian, Ted Clifford, remembers
Norman as Captain of School in 1923. That year

The Maidstonian contained a review by the dis
tinguished drama critic of the Daily Telegraph,
W.A.Darlington, which pays tribute to his acting
ability. He had played the part of Portia in a pro
duction of The Merchant of Venice' which was
staged at M.G.S. from March 21st - 24th, 1923.
11
Another specially distinguished piece of
work is N.CCook's as Portia. This boy of barely
17 has a temperament which enables him to feel
every line of his part and features which,
combined with a most refreshing freedom from
self-consciousness, enables him to express what
he feels.
His prototype is Miss Florence
Buckton, the same actress of whose Viola he
gave such a photographic impression last year.

But it struck me on Thursday that he now takes

am confirmed in this by Miss Florence Buckton
herself who saw the performance on the same
evening and enjoyed it enormously.

SYDNEY

COOPER

(1912) passed

away at the age of 97 last October. He was bom
on 29th September 1896 in Tovil and won a
scholarship to M.G.S. During Mr Duffield's term
as Headmaster he won many prizes. He was a

keen
cricketer but
records
of
notable
achievements have not been found. He moved
away from the town in the late 1920s and did not
follow in the family business of coachbuilders Cooper & Son in Foster Street

ERIC HA YDOCK (1969) died suddenly
in April. He had been involved in Scouting since
he was a young boy and it was during the
Maidstone and District Gang Show that he was
taken ill. This was the twenty-fifth annual show

that he had helped organise since its inception in

1970 and his behind-the-scenes work did not go

unnoticed by the many people who knew him.
Eric was married to Jean and had two children - a
three-year-old son and an adopted daughter of
twenty-two.

WILLIAM KENCHINGTON (1958)
died suddenly in February at his home in Suva,
Fiji at the age of 56. On leaving M.G.S. he went
to study Botany and Zoology at Leeds University
where he graduated, obtained his doctorate and
subsequently worked until about 1972 in the
Astbury Department of Bio-Physics. He then
moved to the School of Pure and Applied
Sciences at The University of the South Pacific in
Fiji where he eventually became Pro-Vice
Chancellor.

C. E. (JACK) MILLER (1927) The
Evesham Journal carried the following tribute in
its edition of 12th May, 1994:

Former pupils and staff of Prince Henry's
Grammar School will be saddened to learn that
Mr C.E. (Jack) Miller, one of its most
distinguished headmasters, died on April 27 at
(12)-

Shirwell, North Devon, after a short illness. He
was 85. Mr Miller was born in Maidstone in
1908 and educated at Maidstone Grammar
School, where he was an outstanding scholar and

sportsman, and St John's College, Oxford, where
he read English. He came down from university
in 1932 and proceeded to a number of teaching
posts before becoming to Prince Henry's in
January 1947 where he was to remain headmaster

for almost 24 years. This was a good period of
immense growth and change at the school and he
guided it to a position as one of the foremost

grammar schools in the county, with a reputation
for excellence for which the town was justly
proud.

As one observer in the 1960s remarked,

The school possesses a vitality and sense of
purpose that is quite remarkable.

There is a

shared commitment between staff and pupils and
a matching of aspirations and enthusiasms which
is only found in the very best of schools.' Mr

Miller's greatest loves were English, drama and
sport, especially cricket, but there was no aspect

of school life which did not benefit from his

interest or enthusiasm. He was a man of honour,

or so ago. She was punctilious to a degree in her
attendance at school functions and her charm,
dignity and quiet graciousness were a by-word.
It was typical of Mr Miller's appreciation of her
support, loyalty and devotion to the school that
he asked if she could present the prizes at their
last Speech Day in 1970, a task which she
accomplished with a simple dignity and charm.

After leaving Evesham in 1970, Mr Miller and
his wife retired to Belstone, a small Devonshire
village on the edge of.Dartmoor, where they
happily and enthusiastically entered into all
aspects of community life. They made many
new friends, but nothing gave Mr Miller more
pleasure than news or visits from former pupils or
staff of Prince Henry's.

hundreds kept in touch, proud of their achieve
ments, grateful for his help. There seemed to be
an understanding (difficult to articulate but
present nevertheless) that they had been part of
something special, a period in the life of a school
that will long be remembered which is a legacy
of which Mr Miller could be proud.
He is survived by his two sons, Martin and John,
both former pupils at Prince Henry's, and four

absolutely straight in his dealings and completely
dependable.

The guiding principles of his life

were his sense of duty, his insistence on the
highest possible standards and his desire to see

that potential (however fragile) was given the
chance to flourish. He never courted popularity
nor compromised the principles he believed in or
the values he followed.
He was formidable
opponent and would always use all his best
endeavours to support a pupil or member of staff
when he thought that they had been unfairly
treated. He had an innate sense of justice and his
wise counsel won him respect and admiration on
many occasions. He dedicated his life to Prince
Henry's but still found time to play a full part in
the activities of the town.

At separate times he was captain of the Evesham
Cricket XI, president of the music club,
goalkeeper for the hockey first team and
president of the Rotary Club. No tribute to Mr
Miller's achievements at Prince Henry's would be
complete without mentioning - with considerable
affection - Nancy, his wife who died only a year

Over the years, many

grandchildren.

/. G. SMART (1932), brother-in-law of
Ken Loveland, passed away at his Kentish home
in June.

SIMON THOMPSON (1990) died in
June

at

the

age

of

22.

He

developed

lymphoblastic leukaemia in February 1993 which

cut short his life. He had played flanker for the
Kent Under-19 rugby team and was the youngest

boy to play for the Vigo First XV.

His father,

Brian, was a former captain of Maidstone United
F.C. and Simon followed him to Teston Cricket
Club where he was an outstanding wicketkeeperbatsman.

In 1992 he was voted best young

player in the Kent Village Cricket League.

CHARLESF. WATERS (c1920)died
peacefully at his home in Beckenham on 5th
April 1994.
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BRYAN

WELCOME

RUNNERS-UP: Another quiz team finished

(1954) died

suddenly in April whilst taking his adopted

second in the regional final of the B.T. Young

daughter, Louise, back to University after the

Consumer

Easter holidays. He was a life long supporter of

University Challenge style quiz was held in

the Society and was Secretary for many years

Crawley and tested the consumer knowledge of
the finalists representing Kent, Surrey, East and

during the 1970s.

He was ever present at the

of

the

Year

Competition.

The

Annual Supper and had been to this year's

West Sussex.

function only a few weeks earlier. In 1983 his
service was recognised with his induction as

CHARITY: Pupils were able to pass over

President of the Society. Most of his working life

had been with Kent County Council at County
Hall in Maidstone. He worked in Personnel and
it was this area that he pursued when he set up

his own business having 'retired' early.

£765 to the Kent Air Ambulance Appeal after
collecting monies in the annual charity week. A
total of £2,500 was raised and other contributions
were given to the Red Cross and Macmillan

Nurses Appeal. A further £800 had been raised
from the School Play, 'Five in Fishy Bottom',
which was handed over to Martha House - a

Illness

forced him to stop professional work but he could
not just sit around - such a man is deemed lazy so he found happiness in helping with a local

home for disabled children in Deal.

charity called Home-Start.

STOLEN: The reality of crime in the town hit
the School when video equipment was stolen
from two 'A'-Level students who were filming
work for their course project.

SCHOOL NEWS

IN THE GARDEN: Yes, the Headmaster's
garden! How to accommodate the extra pupils
for the 1994/95 year when the school roll reaches
1,250 is a problem now being tackled. To avoid
giving up any of the precious playing field, and to

REPEAT: The School has won a national
geography quiz competition for the second year
running. The Under-16 team saw off teams from
more than 400 other schools all over Britain to
win the finals of the Geographical Association's
Worldwise Quiz held in Oxford.

keep everybody on the same site, has meant some

of the garden has been turned over to house four
mobile classrooms.

THE ANNUAL SUPPER - 1993
The Annual Supper has already been mentioned in passing earlier in this Newsletter but it would be
wrong to let the most successful Supper for some years go unreported. The President for the past year,

Henry Darley, had persuaded the redoubtable S.W. 'Ichabod' Johnson to appear from retirement and the
OM's listened to a brilliant speech recalling his past days at M.G.S. The Headmaster, Mr Neil Turrell,
gave what has become his annual report on the state of the School, a speech that is always listened to
intently in these days when so much is changing. The new President, Jimmy Clinch, was installed at the
end of the speeches. Jimmy left the School in 1946 having entered in 1936 in Form 1 with pastPresident Hugh Weedon. Form 1 with Form 2 were the remains of the old Junior School that had come
to Barton Road from Brunswick House. He returned again to M.G.S. in 1974 to teach, amongst other
things, Chemistry, retiring in 1991 so he is the first President of the Society to have been both a pupil at
the School and a master. We wish him well in his year of office.
(14)

Please return this form to:

ROGER BROWN, 82 RECUL VER WALK, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 8QT

SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Annual Subscription is Three pounds payable in January of each year. This can be paid by cheque
or cash or postal-order but why not take advantage of a Standing Order? A mandate is included on this
page. Or, better still, take out Life Membership!

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
1 enclose the sum of £

to cover the cost of Life Membership.

(Rates: Up to 30 years of age = £45, 31-50 years = £30, Over 50 years = £15)

TIES
I enclose £

for the purchase of

crested tie(s) at £8.50 each.

I enclose £

for the purchase of

striped tic(s) at £6.50 each.

YOUR DETAILS
Year of Leaving:

Name:..
Address:

(Cheques should be made payable to 'Old Maidstonian Society')

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To: The Manager

Bank/Bldg Socy

Account Name:

Account Number:

Please pay National Westminster Bank PLC, 91 High Street, Maidstone, Kent MEM 1 XT (Sorting Code
56-00-07) for the credit of Old Maidstonian Society, Account Number 00051802, the sum of £3.00
(Three Pounds) on 3rd January, 1995, and annually thereafter.
Signature(s)

Date:

It would be of great interest to other O.Ms ifyou could tell us, on the back of this slip, what you are
doing now! Don't be shy - someone will be pleased to hear what you 're up to now!

