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It is regretted that circumstances beyond the ccmnittee's control caused a delay in the sumer
newsletter. By the time the edition was ready it meant issuing two newsletters within ten weeksvath postage a major expense it was decided to amalgamate the itais into one copy. I know that
some of you contacted ire about not receiving the news in July and I can only apologise for the
problems encountered and thank you for your interest.

As you will see fron the heading, Roger Brown - the Society's treasurer, membership secretary
and editor - has moved and all future news, subs etc. should be sent to the new address. Any
correspondence sent to 7 Greenfields will be forwarded....by his parents!

Two items seemed to dominate the last Annual General Mseting - life -membership and the Annual
Supper. With regard to the Supper, the ccmmttee have been looking carefully at the numbers
attending, which, sadly, are dropping again. In an effort to reverse this trend the date has
been set well in advance, thus giving slightly more notice, tore significantly the function
has been moved to a Saturday rather than the traditional Friday. It is hoped that this will
attract more of you who live away from Maidstone, since more time for travelling will be

available.

In the January newsletter details of the proposed life Msmbership Scheme were given. The A.G.M.

approved the motion at the rates suggested, (see back page). A mmber of members have already
paid up for future years. The amount paid in advance can be offset from the total due if you
wish to take advantage of the schema. Existing 'lifers' are not affected by this amendment to
the rules.

Finally, the usual plea. Anybody with news of themselves or former colleagues is urged to let

the editor have details. The newsletter can only be truly effective with KOUR contributions.
It is YOUR society.
Editor

ERCM THE U.S.A.

At the end of 1985, the Society was able to help Robert Savage in his financial quest to enable

interim report:

The rather fundamental line of the city's religious persuasions is not neglected in the school.
Lynchburg is the home of the Rev'd Jerry Falwell, international preacher and right hand nan to
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Ronald Reagan.

Having shaken off the inevitable jetlag, I found the teaching high and the breadth much wider the average junior, equivalent to lower sixth, viould take between five and six courses ranging
across the Arts, Sciences and Languages. In European History I detected a certain superficiality
on occasions, yet considering the work covered in limited time they did quite a good job. Of
great interest to ne have been U.S. history and literature with studies of 1870's poets to
modem artists in New York 1950s.

I was lucky to have a room mate who showed me the ropes and got me orientated in the first days.
I soon found he was from a famous family - his great uncle is Senator Sam Ervin, who led the

Watergate Ccmmtee against Nixon in the early seventies. Chances to get out and about are

frequent and the school provide many trips. The 'Southern Hospitality1 has given me the chance
to stay with new found friends over weekends and during holidays. Ihave been skiing, been
mountain climbing in the Appalachians, tried new food and could boast a tan by ndd-March. Other
experiences include forty-channel television, drive through restaurants and 24 hour-e-day
supermarkets.

I can say that my experiences have widened my horizons academically, culturally, philosophically,
musically and artisically. I have, hopefully, contributed my part via music and running for the

school track team. Many thanks to everybody who helped make this possible for me."
FRCM CUR SPANNISH CORRESPONDENT
Following the January newsletter, Norman Newcombe has put pen to paper:

"I have just received, and have instantly read, the January 1986 O.M.'s newsletter. As always,
I am astounded by the variety of interesting things our Old Boys get up to, ranging fron people
who are studying Sport Science, whatever that is, to those who are Chief Brewers at the Goose
and Firkin. Scnebody really ought to canpile a list of the remarkable professions which seem to
attract O.M.s. While sone of us are content to be humdrum schoolmasters, Civil Servants, bank
officials and the like, others are doing hospital work in Lesotho, mapping geology in Languedoc,
.
finding out what really goes into Hovis, canposing music for the serpent, or working as Air Loadmasters,
Wind Tunnel Engineers and collaborating in Non Linear Studies. That, despite being a reasonably
well-infonnsd person, I don't even begin to imagine what sore of these jobs actually consist of,
only makes ms prouder to have played sore small part in educating those who do. Though I hasten to say
that nothing I ever did can have led anyone's steps to the Goose and Ferkin or to thestudy of the
serpent. (But I have seen a serpent; there used to be an example of that peculiar musical
instrument in the museum in my hone town of Leicester: I wonder if it is still there, and, if so,
whether Simon Proctor would care to go along and give the locals a tootle or two on it?)
Compared to all these exotic things, living in peaceful retirement here in Spain is very small
beer indeed (with respect to the Goose and Ferkin, of course...) Still it is quite enjoyable.
For one thing, the temperature has been gently nuzzling the 70°f mark every afternoon since

Christmas, and that cannot be bad. I've just had a rather pleasant Christmas in fact; a Spanish

traditional Xmas Dinner on Dec 24th, followed by an equally traditional English one on Dec 25th,
and then several days of trying to get rid of the unwanted extra inch on the waistline! Fish

is what you eat at Spanish Christmas meals - a good solid fish stew, followed by seme imnense
crayfish, and only then the turkey, which in this case was served with a sauce of prunes, and
very tasty too. No Christmas pudding, Ifeaven be thanked; the Spanish go in for things like
nougat and marzipan instead.

■
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immense amount to the coraainities in which he has lived.
To end on a more light-hearted note, I was intrigued to see from the final page of the newsletter
that it is proposed to publish a Mewsletter in July. I assume that this win contain news of the •
school cats, though I do not know whether in fact any of them are still living. Che who certainly

isn't was the famous Vfoozle, Arthur Clayton's cat, which had the distinction of having once stalked

the length of the Hall in Assembly, afterwards mounting the platform and leaping affectionately
on to the Headmaster's shoulder. Arthur Clayton was never an easy man to rattle, however, and he
merely threw off an aside to the effect that the cat loved him if nobody else did, and carried

on with the reading of the notices. Woozle also leapt through the window on what was then Roan 15
when I was taking Saturday morning detention, jumped on to the desk and proceeded to nibble my
ear in a most affectionate manner. Possibly other members of the Society will «i*y> have memories of

this engaging beast, or other animals associated with the school; oh no! not the poultry in the
Book Roan again, please! which would make the Mewletter - dare I say it? - a little more amewsing?"
NEKS OF OU) BOYS

GRAHAM ANEREW (1978) is now doing a FH.D in Economics at Cambridge University after spending a
number of years working abroad.

PEER ARMSTRONG (1980) is now living in Manchester after marrying Margaret Powell in the spring.

SflCN BACKSHAIL (1983) graduated from RAF College, Cranwell, in July last year and after
professional training is now employed with the Fighter Control Branch at RAF Buchan, Aberdeenshire.

SIMON BENNETT (1970) is now working in California with a start-up company in the Silican Valley,
building inspection equipment for the semiconductor industry. He left England in 1979 after doing
a PH.D at University College, London to do a post-doc, at Stanford. He is married with two
sons and plans to return to this country within two years.

SGT BENNETT celebrated his 90th birthday in May.
RICHARD BENNETTS (1974) has now qualified and is a practising doctor.
GARETfl BUMELL (1978) is now married and works as a stockbroker.

MARK BREW5IER (1984) is now at the University of East Anglia reading History after withdrawing
from Army Intelligence.

JUUAN BRISKM (1979) went to Southampton University where he gained a first class degree in
Physics. This was followed by his Ph.D in Integrated Optics at Glasgow Univ. He married last
November and is now a self-employed consultant in optics. Earlier this year he moved to work
in Til-inns, U.S.A.

GRAEME BROWSE (1981) is looking after the accounts for the family signwriting firm, which does
unusual things such as signwriting for hospitals in Kuwait

JAMES BURT (1979) graduated in Politics and Sociology at Southampton University and is now
working as Traffic Manager for British Rail at Ashford, Kent.

JUUAN BURICN (1979) obtained a third f"i«»» BA(Hons) in European Business at Trent Poly., Notts.
NIC CAVANAGH (1980) is lecturing and researching at University College, London.
PETER CHAIMAN (1980) is currently working with the Royal Signals and will be going to
Sandhurst in late 1985.

AUC OBIS (1980) works for NCR Ltd as a computer scientist in Kuwait.

MARTIN CONYCN (1983) obtained a first class degree in Economics at University of Ulster and
won the Adam Smith prize. This was the first 'First' for 13 years at the univ.

ANDREW DAVIES (1973) now works as a chartered accountant in Chatham after studying at Guildford
Technical College. This year (1986) he hopes to go on a Potary International Exchange visit
to Haite and Jamaica.

:

*

PETER CAY (1956) obtained a scholarship to Wadham College, Oxford on leaving the school; he
becane a Fellowat St. John's College, Oxford in 1964. He lives in Oxford and teaches and
researches Inorganic Chemistry and has been made an FRS.

;

SH1ART DOYIE (1980) is working for the Maidstone Area Health Authority but is contemplating
undertaking a course in either librarianship or teaching.

(19781 is a counter clerk at the main Post Office in Maidstone and takes a

the Maldstone Gilbert and Sullivan Society productions.

NOEL^mLOWSlhas been doing temporary «>rk for the Brook Street Bureau vtee he helped
supervise the b.T. share issue for Barclays Bank.

(1984) has canpleted t» years at Birmingham^University of degree in Chemical

^eerinl^ is spading
pg 86/87 at Courtaulds en industrial placement.
T)AVTD FIEICHER (1981) is doing a post-graduate course in geography at Univ. College, London.
MARTIN GIBFflNS (1980) was married on the 1st June, 1985.

Ttr j M GIBSON (1965) is now Associate Professor of English at Houghton College, New York after
being with the Univ. of Pensylivia.

tmi en nrar (1982) is now working for Datalogic as a computer Scientist at their Harrow office.
JOHN GILBERT (1980) spent the suoner term at Haberdasher's Aske's School, Elstree
before moving to the New English School in Hawalli, Kuvait.

PAUL QQODAIL (1952) is now Deputy Govenor of BuUwood Hall (near Southend) - a Young Person's
Custody Centre following a career in the prison service, mostly with its youth wing.
(
He was at East Sutton Park as acting Govenor in October during the absence on holiday of its
own boss, and he and his wife stayed with Dr Wilson during that time.

RICHARD GOODWIN (1972) - unfortunately, his posting to Zimbabwe fell through and he is now
doing research in tropical paediatrics (diahorrea) at Edinburgh.

PE3ER GRIGGS (1953) writes: "I am AreeManager for a company who market industrial solvents,
particularly all grades of methylated spirit and cosmetic spirits. The company also
manufacture gin and vodka for a number of supermarket and similar outlets. My wife, Mary,
and I celebrated 30 years of married life and have three children. The eldest is 23 and an

automobile engineer. The next son is 18, studying for his 'A' levels, and intends to enter
journalian, ultimately specialising in sports writing. Our 16 year old daughter is studying
for her '0' levels and intends taking a career in executive catering.

I still take an active interest in sport but have become a traitor to the gams of rugby
football - by supporting Brighton F.C. and organising their weekly lottery in the area.
I would like to hear from anybody who remembers me. Apart frcm DON GTTfiTKT, who lives and
works in Holland, everybody else seems to have disappeared."
RAYMM) HARRIS (1962) has been elected president of the Kent law Society. He joined the local
firm of solicitors, Argles and Court, in 1969 and vas made a partner the following year.

GRANT HENDERSON (1984) shares a flat with SEAN LAVERICK and both enjoy the respective
chiropody and medical courses.

JONA1H0N HUL (1979) works for UKAEA at Winfrith, Dorset.

STEVEN HUSSEY (1984) has completed two years at St. John's College, Cambridge. He intends

doing theoretic^ rfenriafry in his final year. He has heard of/about: NIGEL REED,

GAVIN THIMAN, STEVEN TREZISE (a year off with glandular fever?), JULIAN STYLES (who
may have got a 'First') and DAVID WALLDER.
JEARY (1980) works for the National Westminster Bank in Maidstone.

TONY JEPSON (1970) is believed to be in a solicitor's practice in Woolwich.
MARTIN JONES (1983) has gained a 2:2 at Warwick University in English. Whilst there he ran the
local 'Life-line', was a film critic for the univ. journal, hitch-hiked across the

Western Highlands to track down a travelling theatre company in a crofter's barn. Is
now looking for a job in television or journalism.

MICHAEL JOSEPH (1971) had a new addition to the family in August.
ROBERT KENWORIHY (1982) obtained a 2:1 in Catering from Surrey Univ. He organised a
refreshment tent at Henley and then left for the States. He hopes to get a job there
with one of the people he made contact with whilst in the U.S.A. on industrial placement.

PHILIP LANGRUGE (1972) had a very good review in the Daily Telegraph (23 M3y) for his performance

of Orpheus in the world premiere of Harrison Birtwistle's 'The Mask of Orpheus". Robert Henderson,

the reviewer, wrote 'a performance that vas a tour-de-force of concentration and vocal stamina1.

!
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JAMES LIGHT (1984) reccmnends Itolverhampton Poly for computing both for facilities and
prospect of jobs.

ANBENY UKAS (1983) who is in London studying the cello has now recovered from the

nervous breakdown he suffered last ChiistnBS.

MALOCIM MACCALUJM (1963) who has been en the staff of Queen Mary College, London, for
seme years has been appointed Professor of Applied Mathematics in the University of

London. His main research interest has been in general relativity and cosrology. Ha has
also been an Assistant Chief Examiner with the London Board for GCE (A level) and has
recently become an assessor.

.

SAM MANSOUR (1984) is now in his third year at Goldsmith's College and tells of the
usual horror stories about student housing in Deptford. He admits that motivation is
difficult but is the proud owner of a Triumph Spitfire.. .but seems to get stopped by
the police frequently.

COIN MA.YGER (1983) obtained a 2:2 in geology at Churchill, Cambridge. He had hoped to
do research but required a 2:1. Appears there are no jobs in geology since oil prices
fell and he is now thinking about a different career, possibly accountancy.
HEKEY MAYOR (1981) is going to train as an accountant after completing his M3c in
Biology.

OOON MILLS (1978) is teaching German in Southend.

IAN MCRGAN (1980) works for the local office of Marley Ltd but is due to get married
soon and move to Essex.

FRAfKES NEHL (1980) is now a Flight Lt. in the R.A.F. He married in July 1986.

STEPHEN NYAhVA (1984) is doing a year in the U.S.A. on an exchange. His temporary address
is 342 de Fredenburgh, State University of New York, Pittsburgh, NY12901.

R PAIGE (1930) has retired from being an accountant in the city and is now living in

Rochester. He spends much of his time now working for moral Re-armament and has donated

a biography of Frank Buchman to the school. He remembered the school's move from the
Tonbridge Road to the present site and the expeditions to clear stones from the
playing fields.

PAUL PhW (1978) has now returned to Oxford to study for a Ph.D.
RON PRIOR (1970) now has a third son and continues in his Gravesend solicitors practice,

although he has now moved back to Kent frera Essex. He keeps in touch with DICK FMD (1969)

who is in practice en his own in Wsst Mailing, and SBCN JONES (1970) who now runs
his own insurance brokerage in Deal.

WALTER QUEEN (1973) is working in Berlin but reported in poor health.
DARREN RAGSDELL (1983) has joined HEC Trust and Savings in Maidstone as a management trainee.

IAN RICHARD9CN (1976) won the Royal Air Force Navigator Brevet. He received the coveted
badge at RAF Finningley and is now flying Nimrod aircraft from RAF St Mawgan in Cornwall.
Before joining the Royal Air Force he had obtained an honours degree at London University.
ANDREW RQLFE (1983) has successfully completed his course at Cranwell and is now a
Flying Officer at RAF Ncrtholt. Fran the 1st November he was appointed 0C of the Supply
Control and Accounting Flight.

IVAN ROOTS wrote the review for the Daily Telegraph on A. L. Revise's book "Reflections
on the Puritan Revolution".
CHRIS RUAUX (1981) has now been seconded by his firm to help ER with their electrifi
cation programme.
■

ANTHONY SIDEY (1954) is now a harpsichordist and maker of harpsichords in Paris. He
obtained a F.T.C.L. Trinity College of Music, London, in the harpsichord.
RICHARD 90UEY (1978) spent part of 1986 in Nicaragua as part of his seminary training.

»
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TONY STEVENS (1984) joined Britannia Royal Naval College at Dartmouth on leaving the school.
He passed out from the college in April 1966 after completing his general naval training.
ThiswaTfollowed by fleet training in H.M.S. Wakeful, the navy's only submarine tender,
and in August moved to H.M.S. Broadsword, a type 22 frigate. To date he has visited
the Baltic States, Northern Europe and the Mediterranean.

MATTHEW SUSSMES (1983) completed his law degree (2:1) at Warwick University this summer
and has now moved on to tte College of Law at Guildford to further his training as a

solicitor. He hopes to specialise in company and ccmnercial law and has obtained a place

with a large firm of city solicitors to do his Articles for the next two years. At the
unoversity he was secretary of the swinming club and represented the univ. for three t

years; the highlight came in his final year when he was in the English University team. He
still maintains his interests in windsurfing and sailing.

DEAN TAINIO (1980) is now teaching music in Maidstone for a living and composing in his
spare time.

ami TAINIO (1981) is in the police force and stationed in the Medway towns.

STEPHEN TAYLOR (1976) studied Agriculture at Wye College on leaving school. He is now
growing strawberries hydroponically, (i.e. in liquid food, no soil), in Cnartway Street,
Sutton Valence - reputed to be one of only three horticulturists in the country using
this method.

ANDREW THAYNE (1975) has been accepted for officer training with the R.A.F. Regiment.

He starts at Cranwell next April. He is married with two children and is currently stationed
in Norfolk.

W. M. TYDEMAN has been elected Professor of English at Bangor.

BRIAN WHITE (1969) onleaving the school went to Portsmouth Polytechnic and took a B.Sc in
Zoology. He says, 1 then started teaching in Kent in 1972, and have taught Biology at the
Invicta Grannar School for Girls since 1975. I have sung as a semi-professional bassbaritone for about twelve years, and spend a lot of time researching into the scientific
aspects of singing. I took a Master's degree in 1980, and more recently, a Ph.D. I have
published papers and made radio broadcasts, and my research work continues.

I am married to Diarme, wedding in 1975, and we have three children, aged seven, five

and three months. As we live in Maidstone I manage to keep in touch vdth developments at

M.G.S., and I maintain contacts with some members of staff and O.M.S. I have a great deal of
affection for the school, and I recognise the fact that it was probably the single greatest
influence en my life.

As a last thought, I should add that although the teaching profession is somewhat battered
at present, I find that teaching is an interesting and rewarding occupation. I like the
intellectual challenges which are presented: they keep my mind active and put me in the

right frame of mind for working on my own personal interests."

(Aug 86).

PETER WHTTEHEAD (1970) recently married. He is still British Vice-Consul in Montreal while
his brother, PHUJP (1970), is with the British Embassy in Katmandu, Nepal.
PAT WILLOUGHBY (1984) is happy to be independent and is selling caravans in Harrietsham.
CHRISTOPHER WOOD (1964) is now Scientific Idason Officer with the National Vegetable
Research Station at VfeUesbourne, Warwick.

DAVID WOOD (1961) was made head of the CHE's Brussels Office on promotion to Deputy Director.
ROBERT WXD (1972) is now County Education Advisor for the Essex Education Authority.

ANDREW WOOLLEIT (1981) is teaching History and P.E. at Marlborough School', Woodstock, Oxford.
PAUL YOUNGS (1984) went to Southampton University after leaving the school to study
medicine. Last stmner, he decided to spend the vacation in China studying acupuncture. The
five week trip cost over £1200 and the Society was delighted to contribute towards this
sum. Hopefully, a report will appear in the next edition detailing some of the discoveries
made in that country.
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DEGREE COURSES

The Society
in

their

is always pleased to

college exam results.

learn of

A number

student achievements

of

the universities

and polytechnics advise the school of their pupil's successes.

P.

D.

FENNER

BARRY PERT

(1981)

.

(1983)

KEVIN MINTER

(1982)

ANDREW SHARPE

(1981)

ADRIAN. THOMPSON
IAN HOMAND

(1982).

(1982)

DURHAM

2:1

French/german

MANCHESTER

2:2

Economics

3

Phys

WEST

LONDON

Educ

&

BRIGHTON

POLY

2:2

Computing

BRIGHTON

POLY

2:2

Accountancy

WELSH AGRIC COLL

Diploma
2:2

SELLARS

(1983)

WEST LONDON

HOWARD FRANKS

(1983)

HATFIELD

STEVEN FERRIS

(1983)

YORK

CHRIS

INST

INST

POLY

Sport

Agriculture
Studies

HND Computing
2:2

Economics

2:1

Computing

2:2

Maths

(with

dist)

GUY STANDEN

(1982)

HATFIELD

ALAN TURNER

(1983)

PORTSMOUTH

PETER

(1983)

ESSEX

2:2

Law

ESSEX

2:1

Government

SOUTHAMPTON

2:2

Mechanical

LANCASTER

2:2

Politics

WARWICK

2:2

English/American Lit

IAN

SCOTT

CHAMBERS

TIM YATES

(1982)

PHILIP TUCK

(1983)

MARTIN JONES

(1983)

POLY

in

History

POLY

Eng

DAVID KERRISON

(1982)

WARWICK

2:1

History

MATHEW

(1983)

WARWICK

2:1

Law

WARWICK

2:1

German/Dutch

2:2

History

SUSSMES

ANTHONY POOTS
A.

MCFARLENE

(1980)
(1983)

LANCASTER

'

STAFF NEWS
The following staff left at the end of the summer term:

ANTHONY LOCK (Maths) to be Head of Maths, Wrekin College.
NEIL WHITING (Maths) to be second in department at Oxford School.
MELVIN PETTERSON (History) to a post in- banking.

ROBIN PRITCHARD (English) to be second in department at Judd School, Tonbridge.
MURIEL WOOLLETT (Chemistry Tech) retired on health grounds. '
The following maths appointments had been made to take effect in September:
MR EVERITT (from Erith School) to be second in department.

MRS SPARROW (formerly MGGS) but recently returned from the USA where her
husband had been doing research.

DAVID SMITH (Craft) has left to pursue his furniture design interests and been
replaced by ANNIE ROSS-DAVIES who has moved out of London with her business.

•CHIPS' MELLY (ret'd 1985) has been in hospital for problems with arthritis of the

spine but a minor operation seems to have corrected this and he is now back home.
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VOLUNTARY

Last

summer

award

the

before

the

Project

Scott

going

Trust

now has

IN

INDONESIA

Society's

to Oliver

off

Oliver

WORKER

to

to

sent

committee

(1985).

He

university

had

and

do voluntary
his

interim

was

pleased

decided

obtained

work

report

in

to
a

to make an
take

place

a

year

with

the Third World.

about

his

experiences;

"I am working for a Government owned plantation company which owns
twenty-four rubber, tea, cocoa and clove plantations in the western

half of Java, the principle island of this huge archipelago. I
arrived here last September (1985) and went straight away to a tea
estate up in the mountains. I stayed there with the factory super

visor and his family, teaching English to the staff, their wives and
children from Monday to Friday and then using my weekends to visit
fellow volunteers on other plantations.

I was the first Westener to be in this area since the Dutch, who set up
the plantation, left early in the fifties after Indonesia gained
independance from them. I thus got a lot of attention when I went out
walking through the villages, padi-field terraces and groves of coconut
and banana palms. I was always being invited into peoples houses and
although initially the conversation was limited I soon improved ray

Indonesian and could learn in detail about their way of life. I told
them of ilfe in the West. On the estate I learnt a lot about the
culture, which is very complex. Java is now 90% Moslem but elements of
the Hindu and Buddhist religions still remain from six centuries ago,

and even animism from before that. I was taught tradional dances and
music and, to everyone's great amusement, the complex local language
Sundanese.

I was on that estate until January when I moved to a rubber plantation

in a much less remote part between Bandung and the capital, Jakarta.

I was sad to leave the many friends I had made but I soon had equally
good friends in the second place. In between the two I went on a fort
nights holiday with two friends in Central Java. We climbed a ten
thousand feet high volcano, saw Borobudur, the largest Buddhist temple

in the world, several Hindu temples dating from as far back as 700 AD
and lots of amazing scenery.

I stayed on the second estate until the beginning of May when I came
out to the west of the island of Borneo to the single plantation

the company owns out of West Java.

9
I have been here for just two weeks and am still settling in. It is now

Ramadan, the Moslem fasting month, so everybody gets up at 4.30 to eat
breakfast and then fasts until about 18.30. I have been joining in so far
and hope to last the full 28 days. Everyone seems to appreciate

the effort I am making. I will be here until August when I will have
another holiday before saying goodbye to all my friends in Java and

returning to England to take up my university place."
Oliver concluded his letter by thanking the Society and its members
for the award.

OBITUARIES

It is with regret that we report the deaths of the following O.M.s:

WILLIAM MANNING. A newspaper article reported the death of Mrs Manning
in March 1986 and referred to the late Mr Manning, Senior master at
M.G.S. who was appointed to the school in 1926 on a salary of £438 and
retired in 1958.

HORRACE M. (BILL) MASKELL (cl919) died on 27th August 1985. He originally
lived in West Mailing and on leaving the school he entered the administration

services of hospitals. For some years he was secretary to the Watford Peace
Memorial Hospital and later became secretary to the South West Herts Group
Hospital Management Committee until retirement. He was well known in
both Rotary and Probus Circles.

DESMOND PAYNE died in April 1986. Many O.M.s who have played for the
Maidstone Rugby Club will have known him.

PAUL TOPPING died in a head-on car crash this past summer.

DO TOU KNOW WHERE...?
Colin Robbins is organising a reunion to celebrate the 30th anniversary of an expedition wade to
Scotland by the school scout unit. Although he has been able to contact a number of the original
party there are some he has not yet traced.

If you know the whereabouts of any of the following, who left in 1958 and 1959, please get in

touch with Colin (phone Maidstone (0622) 861773):
John Price

Michael Goodfellow

Michael Thompson

John Friar

Peter Evans

Paul Rainell

Gordon dark

Ken Pries

Stuart Scott

Keith Robinson

Leslie Parris

Dennis Rees (former teacher)
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SCHOOL NEWS
There were ten O.M.S beginning Oxbridge courses this autumn. Three from the third year
sixth and seven from the second year sixth. You will remember that the Oxbridge entrance
examinations are now directed at the second year sixth. The Oxbridge O.M. Dinner was held
in New College, Oxford under the direction of Jbnathon Glasson, and was well attended
despite snow on the day.

The school's general knowledge quiz team won the Kent Region of "School's Challenge"

but lost narrowly to Royal Granmar School, Girildford in the elindnatiors for the final.
The score was 370 - 330 having been 370 - 150 a few minutes before the end.
The school held an industry conference, organised by the Industrial Society, for all the
lower sixth. This took up two full days in May and was very successful. Under the guidance

of executives from local and national firms.e.g. IBM, Tate and Lyle, AA, Marley, Whatmans
et al, the students were put through a series of industrial situations drawn from real
life. Ralph Box, an O.M., represented the Whatman Group.

The fete braved the weather and competition from Mote House and raised a record sum of
money - nearly £3000 - which will go towards replacing one of the minibuses, now
several years old.

At last major redoraction has been carried out in the school. The Main Hall has been given

a fresh coat of paint and the varnish cleaned; it makes an enormous difference! IXiring the
cold spell last winter there was a near Higg^-pr when a pipe burst above the hall late
one night. Fortunately, the Headmaster was taking a walk around and heard the running
water....he and the caretaker finished mopping up at 2a.m. The sixth form block was less
fortunate; a pipe burst, but was not noticed until the Head was taking some visitors
round and they were met by a cloud of steam coming out of the lecture theatre.
GSCE locks certain to go ahead, now, despite sane of the difficulties mentioned in

previous newsletters. Besides the introduction of more internally assessed work, and
other rational issues, our own school cirriculum as going to alter sharply in that boys
and their parents will now choose the subjects to be taken at the end of the third form
and stay with that pattern. There will be no further subjects dropped at the end of the
fourth form as has been the case in the past. Seme new subjects will be introduced
- an Integrated Science course is to be available as an alternative to specialist
physics, chemistry and biology. Computing is to be taught as an exanrinable subject.
The Art, Craft and Design faculty has had a complete relabel ling.
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Society's Annual General Meeting will be held at the school in the
staff room on Friday 23rd January,

1987 at 8.00p.m.

All members are welcome to attend. A review of the previous year will be

given by the Society's officers. The financial position will be assessed.
An election of officers and committee will take place.
AGENDA:

Apologies

Minutes of 1986 A.G.M.
Matters Arising

Reports from the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and membership Secretary
Election of President Designate, Officers, Committee, Hon. Auditor
Amendments to rules*

Any other Business

*Any amendment to the rules must be made in writing to the secretary
14 days prior to the meeting.
LIFE MEMBERSHIP

The following rates were agreed by the ccnndttee for Life ^fembership subscription:
£30 up to 30 years of age
£20 from 31 to 50 years of age
£10 over 51 years of age

These are subject to annual review but once paid then no further monies will be due fran
a msmber taking this option for payment of subscription. Any 0.M, who is already recorded

as a life member need take no action. Those who have already paid for future years will be
allowed to deduct the 'credit' from the sum payable.

THE ANNUAL SUPPER 1987

—^^—
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Notice is given that the Annual Supper will be held on Saturday 11th April,

1987 at 8p.m. in the Main Hall at M.G.S.

As an experiment to encourage more members to attend the day has been
changed to a Saturday, although the format and catering will be as in
the past few years. Tickets will cost £7.50 each.
i

For those who have not been to the supper in recent years, the event has been
enjoyable with many friendships being renewed and others forged. There is
plenty of time for socialising with a bar facility, and the opportunity to look

around the school. The speeches have been condensed, even the traditionally

long Headmaster's Speech!

DO NOT JUST THINK ABOUT COMING. WRITE THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW AND ORDER A
TICKET.

