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The Old Maidstonian Society is alive and well - long live the O.M.S.l
Despite recent fear3 that we were about to 'die' due to apathy, I can assure you

that the Sooiety has never been healthier.

To prove my point', just look at this

newsletter - probably the largest edition ever, with news of over sixty Old Boys
and former members of staff.
Many thanks to everybody who has contributed news

items.
(if we go on at this rate an index will be required, and then, I suppose,
a page three girl, and then
NOll)
One disappointing aspect is that the Society has only 390 actual members.
There
must "be thousands of former M.G-.S. pupils throughout the world who have no contact
with the school and their former colleagues.
Even the Recent Leavers' Function
attracts only about one-third of the year's leavers, and some of them do not join.

It is hard to understand why; surely £1 per annum is not excessive.

Maybe they
just want to "forget about the school, but who in their right mind would want to?
It is a privilege to have attended Maidstone Grammar Sohool beoause many wish to
do so but only a few reoeive the opportunity.

END OF AN ERA,

Editor.

.

Mr. Charles R. J. Gude, better known to everybody as 'Chief, officially retired .
in October after twenty-two years' service as caretaker.
Unfortunately, retirement
has come early owing to ill-health.
Chief and his wife Nora have moved to Shirkoak
Park, Woodchurch, near Tenterden, where they now live in a large mobile home.
At
present he is busy decorating and tending the garden.

He joined the navy in 1935 and served with H.M. Foroes for twenty-six years. During
that time Chief saw action in Palestine, and at Gibraltar, where he did guard duty
whilst Spain had its civil war.
The Second World War saw him in both Russian and
Mediterranean seas and .finally off the Korean coast.
It appears that several of
the ships on which he served went down soon after he was transferred to a new post.
In 1961 he oarae to Maidstone Grammar School as caretaker, and since then he has seen
thousands of boys grow from timid newcomers to important members of today's society.
His home was the gatehouse, and it is not everybody who can claim to have had so
many famous and distinguished people pass by their front door.
However, not
_
everybody would appreciate traffic flowing within a couple of feet of their home at
all hours of the day and night.

During his time as caretaker he built up what is probably the most important part of

the sohool, namely the tuckshop.

Although the jcb of running it was passed to

trustworthy prefects, Chief would not let supplies run out and thus deprive his
oustomers of their goodies.
The other group to benefit from his talents was the
Combined Cadet Force, where he was a C.P.O. in the naval section.
In August 1973
he. was presented with the Cadet Foroes medal to mark twelve years service with the
C.C.F.

;

'

•

A short message from the man himself:
"The day has come to say farewell - adieu, after twenty-two years of happy
recollections.

"I did not keep accounts or figures, but I suppose I must have known not only some

twenty-thousand-odd pupils but also as many parents, some of whom aro still in
contact.
This also goes for numerous masters and their families.
I will never be
short of something to do in the evenings as my pen pals include people living abroad.
"I would like to thank all bygone parents who may get to know through the

'Maidstonian'

for their kindness towards my wife and myself .over the decades.

"I have only managed to get down for one game of rugby so far as I am still busy
decorating, etc., and laying out the garden at our new residence. > I am pleased that
we are doing so well, which is a great credit to the teams and to the masters who help
coach and put in so much time doing so.
maintaining its usual high standards.

I am also pleased that the musical side is
I really appreciated the recent concert given

by the school, and I hope to come to many more.

.

"I miss all the lads, knocking on my door at all hours and times to request help on
stripping motor-cycles, bikes, cars and numerous other odd things.
finished up with a B Ji. in mechanics.

I at least

"My best wishes to all."
From an anonymous source, a short description of Chief's biggest 'boob', which
occurred in the pre-Christmas rush of 1967:

"Shopping for gifts in Boots, he found it crowded to the extent that he could not get

to the counter to pay for his purchases owing to some rather iarge oharacter who was

blocking his way and all other approaches.
After several minutes of blaspheming in
his ex-nautical terms, the character turned round, and to both persons' amazement

they recognised one-another.
He was an O.M. who had left the school some five or
six years*
Chief apologised for his use of -the naval language.
Then he asked him
how he was getting on in life; he certainly looked rather qualified in something big.
He remarked: 'I have recently been ordained'."

All Old Maidstonians wish Chief Gude and his wife a long and happy retirement.

As

we grow older, he is one person who will always remain in our minds as being part of
our heritage.

In recognition of his service to the school, the Sooiety is holding a collection,
V/e hope to see him at

and donations can 'be sent to the Treasurer (see last page).
the Annual Supper when the presentation will be made.

AN EXPEDITION OF A LIFETIME

In 1982, Christopher McLean took part in the British Schools Exploring Society's
50th Anniversary Expedition to the east coast of Greenland.
Each of the 106 members
had to produce a report of their experiences, and below is a summary of Christopher's
adventure.

"Having been.selected to take part in the expedition, the initial task was to raise
£1400 in a matter of six months.
This involved writing to over five hundred sources
both in the U.K. and world-wide, seeking financial help.
First monies came from my
school, Maidstone Grammar School, and their Old Boys' Society; the target was
successfully reached by the summer of 1982.

"The kayaking group, of which I was to be a member, participated in a rigorous

training weekend in the Lake District where rescue techniques and capsize drills were
perfected.
Further sessions were held at the Merchant Navy College, Greenhithe,

London.
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"Departure from Heathrow was on the 22nd July, and after two abortive attempts to
land at Keflavik the plane was forced to divert to Reykjavik airport, Iceland.

The

following day the expedition moved on in three ten-seater aircraft and headed to
Rulusuk Island, whioh is located just below the Arctic Circle on the eastern coast of
Greenland.
Having arrived we found that the route between the island and Base Camp
sixteen miles away was blocked by the worst sea-ice conditions for fifteen years.
It took two-and-a-half days for the whole group to reach the camp after many
hazardous boat journeys between the icebergs.

"The training phase lasted ten days and concentrated on activities designed to enable
us to survive and work in the very hostile arctic environment.
These included

digging a 'snow hole1 in whioh to spend the night.
Much of the training took place
at various smaller camp sites and these wore reached by many hours of trekking.
The

weather was excellent (not hotl) with many hours of sunshine - nearly twenty-four
hours a day at this tine of year, i.e. during the summer.

The kayak experience

gained before coming to Greenland was vital since it is estimated that survival time
in the arctic water is only four minutes.

"The main problem for our major exercise was not something that is usually associated
with cold weather - mosquitoes.
V/e had two days to trek around the perimeter of a
large lake, identifying the streams entering the lake and the exits.
As soon as the

sun arrived so did the mosquitoes and they plagued us all day with attacks more akin
to vampire bats.
The task v/as completed in the allotted time.

"Following our trainiag,-we'commenced the Scientific Phase of the expedition which
would'13st for tw.o weeks. ' Many projects were undertaken and the group that 1 was in
concentrated on the life a&pect of Greenland..
My specialised work involved painting
and sketching the surrounding" location.
These would make an important contribution
to the pictorial record of the area which was something that the photographs could
not do alone.
A. special study was made of the Arctic Char which is a fish much
sought after.in the area.

<

■

"One of the most testing experiences during this phase was coping with one of the
more memorable- storms that we endured.
The"rain alone on one occasion was a
continuous torrent lasting about four hours.
Several tents were battered and blown

down.
The winds were of hurricane proportions with gusts of over sixty m.p.h.
It
made cooking a challenge, wondering which pan or billie would next be propelled into
oblivion.
On several occasions the Science tent containing all our instruments took
off and was only porsuaded to return to the ground by massive boulders and some

soaking bodies.

However, the delay to the work was only temporary, and all the

projects were completed as planned.

"The final phase of the expedition was the adventure section where large projects of
our own choioe would be undertaken.
My group used the kayaks to explore some of the
coastal sea routes and compare our findings with those made by Gdno ffatkins fifty
years earlier.
(The whole idea of the B.S.E.S. coming to Greenland was to celebrate
their fiftieth anniversary with something that occurred fifty years ago.)
"On the second day of our journey across Angmagssalik Fjord a number, of whales

suddenly surfaced about a hundred metres away and swam parallel to us.
One small
and inquisitive whale approached quite close and surfaced several times, each time
making a loud' grunt through its blow-hole as if it were trying to make friends.
The
largest whale in the group and presumably the leader flipped its tail, making a
loud crash, and dived.
This seemed to be the signal for it3 companions to follow,
and silence returned once more.

"Several evenings saw
storms.
Some of the
bones scattered round
into the hillside and

us hurriodly setting up camp to avoid a drenching from the
sites contained ruined stone and earth huts with numerous animal
from previous hunting expeditions.
One site had a hut built
nearby were many human graves, the oldest of which dated back

to 1840 according to the inscription on the tombstone.
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"Having completed our sea journey we met up with a trekking group and they took our
kayaks back.
We retraced their steps across the glaciers back to the Base Camp over
the next five days.
It was not all on foot as several fjords had to be crossed.
Walking was not easy as many steep hills had to be climbed both up and down.
"We eventually reached Base Camp battered and bruised but still in very good spirits.
After much packing and drinking we left for home - well almost.
We stopped off in
Iceland for two days and did a lot of sightseeing before finally returning to London.

"In. retrospect, I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity to join the British
Schools Exploring Society's Fiftieth Anniversary Expedition to Greenland in 1982.
This was only possible through the kindness and generosity of many people and organ
isations who gave me their support and encouragement, for which I shall always be
grateful.
Through my participation in the Expedition I have become a life member

of the B.S.E.S., and I hope that in my turn I oan help another young explorer to
achieve his or her ambition."
Although our version of the report only gives an outline of the expedition, we are

certain that you will agree that Christopher had the adventure of a lifetime.
report is very detailed and covers sixteen pages.)

(His

The July newsletter contained

details of the awards that the Society can make.
If you are planning a project and
require financial assistance please let us have the details.
It does not have to be
as grand as a full-scale expeditionj individual projects in the United Kingdom are
acceptable for consideration.

SCHOOL LIFE - EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Clubs and Societies are cn.c^ur'e.fodboth ai lunch-time and after school so that fcoys •
have an opportunity to test their a>ility to lead and to accept responsibility as- .
well as to develop specialist interests.
A Societies' Fair is held each September
when exhibitions are staged in the main hall to attract new recruits, particularly
from the incoming third formers.
At present the school can. boast twenty-eight
societies and r.luhs, ranging from the well-established Natural History and Stamp
groups to the more recent Paradox and Dungeons & Dragons cults.
Ar always some
clubs have an ahunrto.rv»o. nT ummViors, whilst- rt+.hor>s enntimiP, Uiank3 to a few loyal
members j enthusiasm is in evidence during Septomber but by January or February only
the hard core of members remains.
The Combined Cadet Force continues to flourish.
The tradition of good recruitment
and continued commitment after the tv/elve week 'trial1 period still holds good, and
the contingent remains at full strength.
Many senior NCOs, as well as other members,
attend leadership and specialist courses.
A good team of officers leads the oadets
and the loss of one commissioned officer is quickly compensated by the introduction
of a replacement.
Gliding at West Mailing, flying from Manston, naval training on
the Medway and weekend camps and exercises at Mereworth occur regularly.
During the:

year 1982/83 the following major events took place:
Advenurous training on Dartmoor;

R.A.F. camps at Locking (Somerset), Laarbruch (West Germany) and Sealand (Cheshire);

Army camp at St. Martin'3 Plain, Folkestone;
Field Days and an inspection by Air Commodore T.A.Bennett.
The Drama Group continues to flourish in its own way with the usual small number of
dedicated participants.
Light hearted events include the Sixth Form Charity Concert,
several pantomimes and magic shows with some being performed for local primary schools
~.r.cl hocpitr-ls.
The highlight of last year was the production of Shakespeare's
•ilonry IV Part 21 , a play rarely seen outside the large repertory companies.
Of
course, help is required with some of the characters and so the group engages the
assistance of girls from the nearby female establishments.
Further help comes with
the workers
touch.

of the costume and scenery department who give a play that professional

Musio continues to bo of a very high standard, with the school providing the musicians

and choir for several important local events such as the Judge's Service at All Saints'
Church.

They also lead the School Services and perform many concerts.

Links with

Vinters Boys' School and Maidstone School for Girls have continued to dovolop and thus
greatly improved the Society's repertoire.
1982 saw the arrival of some electronic
keyboards, and it is hoped that full advantage will be taken of their availability.
Plans have also been made for the establishment of the musical equivalent of a language
laboratory.

During the year members get the chance to visit places

of interest such

as Covent Garden Opera House.
About forty boys are involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme with a few having
reached the Gold Standard.
Whilst many activities aro undertaken by the candidates
on their own, several of the masters have organised group ovents.
These have included
a physical fitness course and the building of a garage for the C.C.F.
Other activities

have seen boys helping with the renovation of Trinity Hall (a redundant church being
oonvorted into a cultural centre), conservation work in the Loose Vall6y and assisting
in local hospitals.

The personal skills and interests pursued range from photography

and printing to computing and magic.

Several expeditions still take place and during 1982/83 a group attended the Kent
Mountain Centre at Llanberis.

Unfortunately, several activities were washed out,,

but an overnight camp was held in the Moelwyns.

The school party went to the Alps

for skiing and oame back with several trophies from competitions

resprt.

organised by the

Rock climbing and orienteering can be undertaken by boys

on Friday afternoons.

In order to encourage and help boys to organise and undertake trips, the
Travel Awards each year.

school issues

Recently groups have visited classical sites in Greece, the

Lake District Steam Museum and Railway, cycled in Holland and made an archaeological
dig in Gloucestershire.
In addition, several expeditions are organised by the school

for curricular work, in particular for those studying Geography and Biology.

THE MEDIA VISIT M.G.S.

Maidstone Grammar School appeared in the press and on television during the autumn

term.

First the Daily Express, doing a series on "bring back the grammar schools",

visited at the beginning of term.

They chose to come

on the day of the school service

in All Saints' Church, and were therefore presented with an untypical picture.
that they were worried!

A picture of All Saints'

Not

captioned to make it look as if it

were the school ohapel; picture of two senior prefects captioned "pals with the old
sohool tie"; reports on Latin mottos; Latin lessons and rugby to complete a portrait
of a grammar sohool.

All modern developments - acionoo, computing, design, sixth form

blook - were completely ignored.

Never mind, it must have impressed someone because tie were next recommended by the
County's public relations officer to Thames T.V. for a feature on their children's
programme C.B.T.V. on what it was like to work in a grammar school.
They were
interested in - guess what? - prefects, Latin lessons and rugby!
To do them justice,
they did film some other lessons and activities and made interviews with individual
boys.

It was felt that they did overdo the

juvenile humour

, with the

presenter of

the programme sitting in the lessons with a school cap and displaying total ignorance.
Perhaps it was

just as v/ell that the camerairon got lost on the v/ay to their lunch break

(in the London Road), and did not return, as threatened, to engineer a confrontation

between a prefect and. an unruly fifth former, to show "how the prefects work"...

A day's filming finally collapsed into five minutes of vision plus about fivo minutes
of discussion.

What next?

A Eurovision hook-up?

I wonder....
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

Whilst we are endeavouring to give more news about the school, the cost of providing
reports on all aspects of life at M.&.S. would be too high.
Many of you will remember
receiving copies of 'The Maidstonian' each year whilst at the school.
This magazine,
produced by the staff and pupils, contains reports on music, speech day, societies, all
sports and the C.C.F., pictures, original contributions such as poems and stories,

major activities during the year such as charities week, the school fete and much, much
more.

The magazine is publishod annually in May.

Those Old Boys wishing to receive a copy

can do so; the cost is £2 which includes postage.

If you would like a copy of this

year's edition, please complete the section on the last page.

REPORT EROK VELEZ-MALA&A. - by Norman Newcombe

The President has asked me to write something for the newsletter.
I don't imagine ho
had in mind a sonnet-sequence, or a survey of the economic problems of 17th-century
Albania, so I'll tell you about the place where I am now living.
Velez-Malaga is a
typical Spanish 'pueblo', or snail town, rather picturesque, a bit untidy and very
ancient.
It's just a few miles from the coast and surrounded at a respectful distance

by mountains.
The people are delightful - kind, friendly and rather noisy; not as
noisy, however, as the dogs across the road, owned (in a sort of way) by a German lady
who seems to accumulate them in the way other people accumulate waste paper.
My house
ia small, modern, but typically Spanish in design and style; it has virtually no garden,
which does not worry mo, as I am some way from being an enthusiast for gardening.

However, anything one puts into tl :• soil hero seems to grow instantly, which is odd
since it hardly ever rains.

Certainly, I have never seen such profuse wild flowers.

Though most people living round about are, reasonably enough, Spanish, there is a small
for.-'pn colony in Velez, including a few other English people.

Some of them are very

nice- others seem to me to be almost caricatures of the Englishman at his most insular,
makinr no attempt to speak the language, deriding the local culture, and even proclaim
ing 1 dly that one of their reasons for having left England was to escape the immigrant
population there.
It does not seem to have dawned on these types that their status in
Spain is exactly that of the Pakistani or the V/est Indian in England!
These types, I
am glad to say, I manage to avoid as a rule.

My own Spanish is coming on quite nicely (which should please those who hadtheir first
lessons in the subject from me at M.G.S.O and I can now make out fairly well with the
Spanish T.V. programmes, v;hich any.vay seem to be mostly hired from other countries -

I have recently, for oxample, beon enjoying 'Brideshead Revisited1 and the Sergeant
Cribb' series.
I do soraotimes sweat a bit wheh required to use the phone, I have to
confess: it do-as make a difference v/hen you can't see the speaker's face.

I have received several visits from Maidstone this year (1983): an O.M., Stuart Scott

(C1961) took a house nearby for a week or so at Easter and I saw something of him;
Barry Langston (staff) called in the course of.a Spanish holiday tour; Donald Scott
(also staff) and his wife stayed for a day or two; and Alan Blake (ex-staff) stayed
horo and accompanied me in a memorable car-tour of Andalucia.

friends as time goes on:

I hope to see more

I repoat my 'phone number (50-22-19) in case anybody is going

to be in this part cf the world and would like to arrange a meeting.

Just take the

Almoria road out of Malaga (or the Malaga road out of Almeria would do, I suppose) and
turn off at Torre del Mar.
You will see Velez straight ahead of you long before you
get there
But that's not the difficult bit - ask Donaldt

PHILIP LANG-RIDGE (Tenor) - A BIOGRAPHY BY CHARLES HOLYMAN
Philip Langridge, who left M.G.S. in 1958, cane to prominence as an opera singer when
he accepted the title role in Jorge Lavelli's famous production of Mozart's 'Idomeneo'
in Angers.
He later sang this role in Basel and Budapest.
He was re-engaged by
Lavelli to sing Handel's 'Alcina' a't the Aix-en-Provence Festival.

International recognition was confirmed when he was invited by La Scala, Milan, to
sing Eakewell in their production of Stravinsky's 'The Rake's Progress'.
His success
was immediately followed by an invitation from Claudio Abbado to sing Shuisky in La
Soala's new production of 'Boris Godunoy'.
This has led to numerous important concert
engagements with Claudio Abbado, notably at the Edinburgh and Flanders Festivals and
with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra; also to invitations to other leading Italian opera
houses including La Fenice, Bologna and Palermo where he recently sang the title role
in Rossini's 'Otello1.

Elsewhere in Europe Philip Langridge has appeared in the Harnoncourt/Ponnelle

productions of Monteverdi's 'Poppea1 and Mozart's 'Lucio Silla' and 'Idomeneo' (in
Zurich); for Frankfurt Opera1 in Rameau's 'Castor and Pollux1 (Harnoncourt), Belmonte

in Mozart's 'Die Entfuhrung'

(Gielen/Berghaus) and the Duke in Verdi's •Rigoletto'.

At Glyflobourne he sang Don Ottavio.'in Mozart's 'Don Giovanni' (Peter Hall) and on tour
Florestan in Beethoven's 'Fidelio' (Peter Hall).

He.sings the title role in Glynde-

bourne's current new production of.'Idomeneo1 (Trevor Nunn) which is to be televised.

He made his debut at the Royal Opera House., Covent Garden, in 1983 in a Stro. vinsky/Ravel
double bill followed by Shuisky in Mussorgsky's 'Boris Godunov' (conducted by Abbado

with whom he will also sing in Chicago). . One of the high points of last season was
his performance of Don Ottavio in Paris conducted by Daniel Barenboim, which will be
repeated for Washington Opera in 1985.
In 1984 he makes his debut with the English
National Opera in Britten's 'Turn of the Screw'.
He sings Aaron in Schoenberg's
'Moses and Aaron' with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and conductor Georg Solti also recorded by Decca.

Philip continues to pursue a prestigious career on the concert platform and has worked
all over the world with many leading conductors including Abbado, Atherton, Ahronovich,
Barenboim, Colin Davis, Haitink, Harnoncourt, Hickox, Mackerras, Pollini,. Previn,
Rattle, Riehter, Rilling and Solti.
He has appeared at major festivals including
Edinburgh, Bath, South Bank Summer Music, Leeds, Cheltenham and B.B.C. Promenade
Concerts, both as a singer with major orchestras and as recitalist with accompanist
John Constable.
1.984 also sees his debut with the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra;

he will tour Australia in concert performances of Berlioz's 'Les Troyens' (Aeneas)
conducted by Charles Mackerras.

He has made over fifty gramophone recordings for EMI, CBS, Polydor, RCA, Decca,
L'Oiseau and Argo.

Those include:

Berlioz

'L'Enfance du Christ1

Colin Davis

Phonogram

Handel

Neville Marriner

Phonogram

Handel

'Messiah'
'Acis and Galatea'

Neville Marriner

Phonogram

Monteverdi

'Poppea1

Harnoncourt

Decca

Purcell

1Dido and Aeneas'
'Kammermusik'
'Le Nozze di Figaro'
'King Priam'
"L'Enfant et les Sortileges'
'Les Noces'
'Rake's Progress1

Raymond Loppard
Hans Werner Henze

Erato

Solti
David Atherton

Decca

Previn
Boulez

EMI
CBS

Chailly

Decca

Henze

Mozart
Tippott
Ravel

Stravinsky
Stravinsky

Decca
Decca

Major engagements for Philip Langridge:

1981

January
March

La Scala, Milan.
Mussorgsky 'Boris Godunov' (conductor: Abbado)
Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
Stravinsky 'Oedipus Rex1 (Abbado)

May

London.
Recording of Britten 'Turn of the Screw1 (Davis)
Vienna Festival.
Mozart 'Lucio Silla' (Harnonoourt/Ponnelle)

La Fenice, Venice.

Janacek 'Diary of One Who Disappeared'
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1981

June

August
September

1^9.82

Frankfurt Opera.

January

Frankfurt Opera.
Rameau 'Castor et Pollux' (Harnoncourt)
Stuttgart.
Berlioz 'Romeo and Juliet' (Bertini)

February

JJJ38J5

Mozart 'Lupio Silla1 (Harnoncourt/Ponnelle)
Mozart 'Idomeneo1 (Harnoncouri/Ponnelle)
Recording of Mozart 'Le Nozze di Figaro' (Solti)
Edinburgh Festival.
Bach 'St. Matthew Passion (Abbado)
Pesaro.'
Rossini 'La Donna del Lago' (Pollini)

December

Nancy.

Mozart 'Die Entfuhrung aus dem Serail1

Mozart 'Idomeneo'

June

London.
Paris.

September

London.

November

Netherlands Opera.

May
.

Zurich Opera

January
March
June
July
September

•

London Sinfonietta.

Boston Symphony.

Honte Carlo Opera.;

Stravinsky Festival

'Dorian Gray1

Britten 'Spring Symphony1 (Previn)
Mozart 'Don Giovanni1

Conoertgebouw Amsterdam.. Bach 'St. Matthew Passion' (Harnoncourt)
Glyndebourne Festival.
'Idomeneo' (new production, arr. Nunn)
Recordins of Stravinsky 'The Rake's Progress1 (Chailly)
. .
Covent Garden.

Stravinsky 'Le Rossignol' and

November

Ravel 'L'Enfant et les Sortileges' (Atherton)
Covent Garden.
Shuisky in 'Boris Godunov' (Abbado)

Jan/Feb

English National Opera.

Kerch

April
May

June/July

•

L.S.O.
Stravinsky 'Oedipus Rex' (Abbado)
Mozart 'Don Giovanni' (Barenboim)

.

Britten 'Turn of the Screw1

Consentus Musicus in Zurich.
Monteverdi 'Vespers' (Harnonoourt)
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra.
Mendelssohn 'Elijah' (Previn)
Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
Schoenberg 'Moses and Aaron' (Solti)
Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
Berg 'V'ozzeck' (Abbado)

Australia tour v/ith Charles Mackerras

THE PAVILION

It has been reported in past newsletters that the school pavilion, originally built

with Old Kaidstonian contributions, was being redecorated.
After several attempts
by different groups, including a number of the Society's committee, the job has been
completed .... well, almost.

A I.' anpower Services Commission Project has repainted the building both inside and
out.
Nev/ windows have filled the ever widening gaps in the walls.
The woodwork
has been repaired, making many hundreds of woodworms homeless.
The refurbishing
will be completed shortly when the shower blocks are professionally tiled and new
floor coverings are laid in the changing rooms.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT THE SCHOOL

Saturday 11th February

Parents' Association Barn Dance

Thursday to Saturday 29th to 31st March

Junior Play:

Saturday 12th May

School Fete

Wednesday 15th May

Music Concert

Further details may be obtained from the school.
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'The Thwarting of Baron Bolligrew1

bv Robert Bolt

SPORTS

NEWS

CRICKET MATCH;

OLD BOYS

I96-8

declared;

SCHOOL

157

The Old Boys, led "by Jim Hall (i960) won the toss and elected to bat on a.warm and
sunny afternoon.

Playing club cricket certainly helped the openers as the school were
However, the openers were not troubled and put

known to have several good bowlers.

on 96 in just over an hour for the first wicket, with Ian Webb ("I 981) hitting 60.

Other batsmen scored freely and the innings was declared at tea.
(Was that really
the treasurer wearing a helmet?...
Yes it was, and he was run out first ball!)
The school lost three early wickets and never really recovered to chase, the large
target.
However, a generous amount of spin bowling allowed the 'youngsters' to hit
a few boundaries and obtain a respectable score.
In fact they came very close to
gaining a draw and the last wicket did not fall until the twenty-third over of the
last hour with five minutes remaining.

It was nice to see two Old Maidstonians standing as umpire.
Also Mr.Newcoribe surely not on a day trip from Spain - and Sergeant Bennett attended during the after
noon.
Apparently it was only the third defeat for the First XI and came a day after
they had beaten the Staff.
HJGBY

Simon Knight (1975) has been appointed captain of the Maidstone Rugby Football Club

for the 1983/84 season.

The local club seems to have boon taken over by O.Ms., with Ian Baker (1975),

Christopher Misted (1978), Stuart Milsted (1976), Androv:

Garbutt (1974), Nigel Rees

(1974), William Hickling (1974), Douglas Craig (1982), Nigel Clark (1970), Christopher
Harvey (1976), Andrew Nursey (1972) and Robert Davis (1978) all playing regularly,
many in the first team.

Duncan Smith (1976) has been playing for the Rosslyn Park 1st XV, whilst Alun Glasson
(1979) played against the touring Japanese team for the Newbridge club.
FORTHCOMING MATCHES

(1) OLD BOYS vs. SCHOOL Rugby match:
Please let Des Diamond have names of those players interested in playing in the
annual fixture.

More details can be obtained from the school, and the match will

take place during March (probably on a Wednesday evening).

(2) OLD BOYS vs. SCHOOL Cricket match:
Please let Ron McCormick have names of those players interested in playing in this
year's game.
It takes plaoe in July - date to be announced in the next newslettor.

MORE ACTIVITY

On several occasions the committee has discussed the fact that the Society is not
particularly active.
Ideas for further functions have been slow in coming despite
giving members the opportunity to suggest what you would like us to organise.

We already have the School v. Old Boys rugby and cricket matches, but this is the end
of our actual contact.
Not everybody is a former 1st, 2nd or even 3rd XV prop,
or 1st XI quick bowler.
Perhaps you were involved in some other activity.
If you
would be interested in participating in an event against the school, please let me,
the treasurer, know.
It may be possible to arrange a basketball match, badminton
tournament, chess congress or shooting match against thooutstanding C.C.F. team.
Of course, you may like to suggest something else.
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NEWS OF OLD BOYS

GRAHAM ANDREW (1978) is working under a sponsorship scheme as an ooonomic adviser in
long-term' planning to the Lesotho government for two years.

He is based in Maseru,

the capital, a very modern and 'westernized' city.

ATKINSON FAMILY: DAVID (1962) is chaplain at Corpus Christi College, Oxford.
ALAN
(1965) lives and works in Adelaide, Australia, as a journalist with the Advertiser
newspaper.
He was back in England recently, when PETER (1970 got married and moved
to be vicar at Tadsfield, Surrey.

MARTIN BAGNESS (1978) was the best placed British competitor in the 1983 World
Orienteering Championships.

ROGER BARTLETT (1954) and GEOFFREY HOSKING (i960, school captain) are now on the
staff of the School for Slavonic and Eastern European Studies, University of London.

STEPHEN BENNETT (1977) married Linda Downe at Holy Cross Church, Bearsted, Maidstone
during the summer of 1983•

He runs his own driving school in the town.

TIMOTHY BISHOP (1980) was elected national treasurer of the Young Social Democrats"at
their annual conference held at Manchester Polytechnic on 12th November 1983.
He is
in the final year of a law degree, and was political chairman of the Maidstone Young
Conservatives at one time.

ALAN BRICE (1976) was married last July to a fellow psychiatric nurse from Harrogate.
STEPHEN BROOK

(1980) is farm manager at a commune for the rehabilitation of drug

addicts near Frankfurt-, Germany.,.

KEVIN BROOKS (1982) is vice-chairman of the Maid3tone Labour Party.

Ho has recently

called for the local council to produce a progressive transport policy and in
particular for cheaper bus fares.
Mr.Brooks also led the call for another councillor
to be sacked for failing to turn up to meetings.

ROGER BROWN (1977), the. Society's treasurer, completed the Institute of Bankers
Diploma at the September examination session.

JAMES BURT (1980) obtained a degree in politics from Southamton and is now a
management trainee with British Rail.

NICK CARTER (1982) is spending a. year in China as part of his Durham degree course.
He was last heard of travelling by train from Hong Kong to Peking.

DAVID CHATER (1972) is a reporter with I.T.V. and was ordered out of Sri Lanka during
the troubles of last summer.

ROGER CRITTENDEN (1958) was the film editor of Lord Clark's television series
'Civilisation' which was repeated recently.

RICHARD ELLWOOD (1978) was married in late 1983 at Henley-on-Thames.

MAURICE FENNER (1947) was dismissed as the secretary of the Kent County Cricket Club
during the season.
He claims that he has been made the scapegoat for the 'inadequacies
of other people'.
Apparently the root cause of the problems, which had existed for
many years, was the split in opinion between two factions of the general committee.
It was unfortunate that when the news was mado public nearly a month after his sacking,
Mr.Fenner was still unaware of why the decision had been made.
The club's ohairman,
another Old Maidstonian JOHN POCOCK (1937), could not comment as the matter was still
unresolved.

RICHARD GOODWIN (1975) departs in February for a post as Casualty Officer at Rorke's
Drift, Zululand.
Richard tells of JAN GOLINSKI (1976) who has been appointed to a
post as lecturer in History and History of Science at Lancaster University.
ANDREW
SHAW (1983) is reading English at the university, and has attended his lectures.
MARK HEDDERMAN (1978) stood as the Labour candidate at a recent bye-election for the
Maidstone Borough Council.
He was not elected; but the winnor can claim to be

associated with M.G.S. - she is the wife of chemistry master Rev.Michael Shaw.

KENNETH HIGSON (1929) is now living in retirement in Tenterdon.
After leaving the
school he joined the Royal Navy and was a Sub-Lieutenant on H.M.S. Delhi, a cruiser

that was involved in the Spanish Civil War.
During the Second World War, he had
ooimand of two of H.M. ships, and was at Dieppe, the North African landings, Sicily,
Salerno, Anzio, Cassino and Leghorn.
In recognition of his excellent achievements
he was av/arded a D.S.C.
After retiring from the Navy in 1946 ho went into "business.

ROBERT HOLLAMBY (1978) qualified from Leeds University with the degroes of M.B.,Ch.B.
He is now working as House Physician at Pinderfields Hospital, Wakefield, and this will
"be followed by promotion to House Surgeon at Leeds General Infirmary.

DAVID LANE (1978) graduated from the University of Bristol with a first in Mathematics.
He is now at Christ Church, Oxford, doing post-graduate v/ork in Mathematics.
In July
1983 he was engaged to Miss Alison Stubbs of Stoke-on-Trent, a graduate from Bristol
in English and History.

KEVIN LOADER (1975) seems to be advancing fast on Ludovic Kennedy's television
programme 'Did you see .... ?"
STUART LUXON (1959) is now general manager of marketing at British Airways. ■

CHARLES MACQUARIE (I968) has lived for over five years in the United States of America.
He has boen a climbing instructor and guide in Yoseraite and Grand Teton National Parks,
where his wife Anne was a Park Ranger.
Last autumn they wore both members of
•American Men and Women on Everest', an expedition to climb Mount Everest by the Vfest
Ridge.
Though bad weather, including 100 m.p.h. gusts of wind, foiled their bids for
the summit, a new American woman's altitude record was set, at 28,000 feet.
A report
says "Climbing Loader Charles Macquarie is accorded the highest marks for strategy and
logistics.
Even hindsight reveals no solutions.
The windows of opportunity - fair
weather - were too small."
MARTIN MEARS (1969) who did a Higher National Diploma in Building Studies has just
completed a prestige new house for Paul McCartney-

INTISAR MIRZA (1981) is studying at the Birmingham Medical School.
NICHOLAS MOORE (1977) married Heather Bates at St. Mary's Church, Sutton Valence,
during last summer.

DAVID MORRISON (1979) is working with British Telecommunications.

JACK NEATH (d925)
It is with deep regret that we report the death of Jack Neath
after a heart attack in September 1983•
JULIAN PARISH (1978) completed his studies at St. John's College, Oxford, l.ir.t' July
and obtained a B.A. in French and German.
Sinco then he has taken up an appointment
as English leoturer at the Sorbonne in Paris for two yoar3.
Whilst writing, Julian

mentions two other O.Ms, doing similar work.

DOMINIC MAHONY (1978) is in his second

year at Nanterre and PAUL ROBINSON (1979) has boon at E.S.S.C.A., a business school
in Angers, where Julian worked at a 'lycee' in 1981-82.

PAUL PHEBY (1978) is reported to have married a Turkish girl and they have moved to
Japan.

JULIAN RICHARDSON (1969) is working in the Histology Department at Cabnini Hospital,
Victoria, Australia.

J.T.ROBIN SHARROCK (1956), who writes in the magazine 'British Birds', has now
produced the 'British Birds Mystery Photographs Book'.
It is unusual in that the
country's 500,000 ornithologists have been offered £1000 to identify the 43 species
of bird that appear in the book.
The catch is that there aro only 42 photographs,

but hidden clues exist to help discover the 43rd Bird.
Once the puzzle has been
solved then the book will be withdrawn from publication; if the nation fails to solve
the problem then it will be published annually until somebody is successful.

PHILIP SIMPSON (1980) won the B.O.C. prize for outstanding project work and gained a
First Class Honours Degree in Physics at Southampton University.
He is now working
with Systems Designers at Camberley, Surrey.
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NICHOLAS SKINNER (1978) read Modern Languages at Exeter University and is now teaching
French at Horbury School, V.'akefield.

RICHARD SOLLY (1978) is at a Roman Catholic Community Centre for deprived American
Indians in the United States.

NICHOLAS SORRELL (1979)

It is with regret that we have to report that this young nan

suffered a terrible accident in July 1983•

Nick, then aged 21 and a fireman with

the Maidstone Division of the Kent Fire Brigade, broke his neck whilst diving into a
lake.

He is now paralysed from the neck down.

He is receiving the best possible

treatment at the Stoke Mandeville Hospital's new spinal injuries centre which was
masterminded by Jimmy Savile.
During August the Prince and Princess of V/ales toured
the hospital and met Nick and his fianceo Wendy Hudson, who spends all her spare time
at the hospital, helping and encouraging him.
The couplo plan to marry on 1st March,
and Nick has applied to study law at the University of Kent at Canterbury.
The
committee and everybody associated with li.G.S. wish Nick all the very best for the
future, and hope

that he will overcome the disability so tragically incurred.

PAUL TEBBOTT (1980) is now working in the Haematology Department at the new Maidstono
Hospital, where he is responsible for testing and analysing blood.

He was recently

state-recognised and is now a Medical Laboratory Scientific Officer.

ANDREW WAHTS (1976) has graduated as a pilot officer and is now training as an air
traffic controller.
He was congratulated by the Prime Minister, Mrs.Thatcher, when
she reviewed the R.A.F. College, Cranwell.
Andrew gained a science degree at
Loicoster University where he also played badminton for the 1st team.
He was in the

school C.C.F. for five years, and was Maidstonefs Under 18 singles and doubles
badminton champion.

TIMOTHY WEBB (1979) has become a Sikh.

The change of religion has been brought about

by the Government's legislation that makes the wearing of crash helmets compulsory.

Reoent court cases, including that of Mr.Webb, seem to exempt members of the Sikh
religion from prosecution.

Tim works for British Rail.

JOHN WOOD&ER (1953) was installed as Prebendary of Hereford Cathedral in 1983A more detailed report should appear in the next newsletter.

DEGREE COURSE RESULTS
The school has been notified of the successful completion of the following degree courses:

Nigel Cook (1979)
Mark Brown (1980)

Ealing College of Higher Education

Simon Harvey (1980)
Andrew Hubbard (1979)

University College, London
Aston University

David Mallins on (1980)
Andrew Berger-North (1979)
Adam Paxton (1977)
Paul Taylor (198O)

Warwick University
Leicester Polytechnic
Leicester University
Lancaster University

Gregory Carter (1979)

Mark Hutchins (1980)

York University

Business Studies

York University

History
History

University College, Cardiff

Economics

Chemistry
Business/German

LavLand Management
Medicine
Management

There are obviously a lot more that we do not hear about and would like to.
school have details

of your success.
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Let the

NEWS OF STAFF

JOHN BRITTON (former mathematics master) writes from his home in Crowborough:
"I am now an O.A.P. as well as c. retired colonial servant and school maths, master,
but I find myself quite as busy as I want to be although I no longer get paid for
anything I do.
I am one of the lay members representing the Diocese of Chichester
in the General Synod of the Church of England and a member of the Bishop's Council
for Chichester.
I am a governor of the Beacon School, Crov/borough, which, with over
two thousand pupils, is one of the largest comprehensive schools in the country.
It has about 270 boys and girls in the sixth form and normally gets two or throe
Oxbridge places a year.
I am also treasurer of one old people's home and .on the
committee of another, and am involved with the local branch of the Royal British

•Legion.

I also find myself rallying round the local churches quite a bit."

KJI?H DUftRISTT (Biology) is now Doctor Derrett, having successfully presented his
thesis for Ph.D.

CHARLES HOLYMAN has been advising the Dramatic Society on songs for its productions.
NORMAN NEV/COMBE:
It appears that Spain is no different from the U.K. in crime.
Norman was recently unfortunate or.ough to lose his camera, passport and other
documents in a bag snatching incident.

NEVILLE STONE (Physics) whose illness v/as reported in the last newsletter has now

taken early retirement but occasionally returns to the school to help with the library.

LAUREL TOWNEND (maternity leave reported in the last issue) now has a baby daughter,
Judith, and both are doing well.

NEW STAFF to the school include Miss S.M.Gerrard (Mathematics), Mr.P.Glaister
(Mathematics), Mr.P.J.Heyos (Physics), Mr.R.J.Pritchard (English), Dr.S.Roy
(Mathematics), Mr.R" .L" .Axworthy (History, part-time) and Mrs.J.A.Davies (Ceramics,
part-time).

AN OUTSTANDINGLY SUCCESSFUL YEAR

Of thirty-one sixth formers who took the Oxford and Cambridge colleges entranco

examinations in November, twenty-two were offored places, six at Cambridgo and sixteen
at Oxford.
Of these, four were awarded Scholarships at Oxford - in Engineering,
English, History and Economics, and Mathematics - and two Exhibitions at Cambridge in Engineering and Natural Sciences.

These results are almost as good as those of 1977, when the candidates were the last
to have entered the school at age eleven, rather than at thirteen as at presont.
We congratulate these students on their achievement.
We know, however, that the
school regards these results as only one indicator of its success in preparing boys
for careers through many and varied routes.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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ANMJAL SUPPER 1984

The Supper will take place in the main hall at the school on Friday 6th April 1984,
at 7«3O for 8.00 p.m.
Please order your tickets in advance on the sheet at the end
of this newsletter.
The cost v/ill be just £6 per person.
The President, Mr. Bryan V/elcome, would like to see as many Old Boys as can attend,

and in particular those who were his contemporaries of 1953/54.

V/hy not come and meet your old friends whom you may not have seen since leaving M.G.S.?

FEMALE MEMBERS

After much publicity in the last two newsletters, the Annual General Meeting will
again be considering the motion to accept women as members of the Society.
In
order to give everybody a chance to vote on the matter, a ballot slip is enclosed
which oust be returned to the treasurer before the meeting, which takes place on

27th January 1984.

■

ANNUAL G-ENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Old Maidstonian Society
will take place on Friday 27th January 1984, commencing at 7.30 p.m., in the Staff
Room of Maidstone Grammar School.
All members are entitled to attend and vote on
those matters requiring a deoision.
AGENDA:

1. Apologies for absence.

2. Minutes of the 1983 Annual General Meeting.
3.

Matters arising.
4. Secretary's Report.

5. Treasurer1s Report and acceptance of the accounts.
6. Membership Secretary's Report..

7. Motion: "Those female pupils who spend part of their school life at
M.&.S. shall be ontitled to join the Old Maidstonian Society as
ordinary members and thus be entitled to the rights held by a
male member."

N.B. The decision will be made as a result of the postal ballot and
no vote will be taken at tho meeting.
8. Appointment of officers, committee and auditor.
9. Any other business.

HOW OLD ARE \VE?

The Society has existed for a long time, and we know that the hundred-year mark is
very close.
The earliest record that we can find is that an Old Maidstonxan Award
was issued in 1885•

Whilst no founder member would be alive today, perhaps somebody has a father or
grandfather who attended M.G.S. and some record may be hidden away in a drawer.
The committee would be delighted to hear from anybody who may be able to help us to
establish our origins.
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THIS FORM SHOULD BE RETURNED TO:

Mr. R. BROWN,
7, GREENFIELDS,
WILLINGTON STREET,
MAIDSTONE, KENT.

ME15 8ET.

YEAR OF LEAVING SCHOOL
ADDRESS

SUBSCRIPTIONS

I enclose the sum of £

representing my subscription to the Old Maidstonian

Society for the year(s)

(The rate is £1 per annum and the year runs from January to December)
00o

0O0

ANNUAL SUPPER

I enclose the sum of £

for the purchase of

tickets at £6 each.

(The supper is at the school on Friday 6th April, at 7.30 for 8.00 p.m.)

If your reason for not attending is that you are a vegetarian, please advise the
committee and it may be possible to arrange a substitute meal.
0O0

0O0

CICS? GUDE

I enclose the sum of £

towards the presentation to Chief Gude upon his retirement

after 22 yoars as caretaker of K.G.S.
-0O0——0O0

JOHN WINCH

I enclose the sum of £

towards the collection being held in memory of John '.vinch

who died during 19830O0

'MAIDSTONIAN1

0O0

MAGAZINE

I enclose the sum of £

for the purchase of

copies of the 'Maidstonian1

magazine.

(The magazine, which costs £2 including postage, is published in May and will bo posted

soon afterwards.)

0O0

0O0

POSTAL BALLOT

I wish to cast my vote for the ballot on the motion:

"Those female pupils who spend part of their school life at M.G.S. shall be
entitled to join the Old Maidstonian Society as ordinary members and thus be
entitled to the rights held by a male member."
Please place ONE cross in the appropriate box:

SUPPORT OF THE MOTION

::

AGAINST THE MOTION

::

Only votes oast prior to the Annual Genoral Meeting on 27th January 1984 will be counted.
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