•old

_..KEWSIiITER
Hon. SeCT5*«2f"
.Bernard Mee,

-

Maidstone,

.

Kent.

.

Tel: (0622) 676020

Recjmt Leavers'

.

>■

JAWUaRY 1980

President
Ken Loveland.

•

10^, Forest Hill,

-

.

•

Hon. Treasurer

Roger Brown,
y^

.

Greenfields,

Willington Street,

Maidstone,

Kent ME15 8ET
Tel: (o622) 57508

Function.

The school year started well for the O.M. Society with the Recent Leavers'

Function being held at the 'Wheatsheaf' public house in Loose Road. About
fifty recent leavers attended and the committee were delighted that a number
of staff came along and joined in.

The ex-pupils who attended were bought a drink and a buffet was provided.

The

committee members then circulated with membership forms........

For some years the Society has used 'The' Market House1 public house in Earl Street.
However, afterMrs. Fletcher left it became clear that our special relationship
with the institution was at an end*

Speech Day 1979.

Bryan Welcome represented the Society at Speech Day.
He was particularly
impressed by the wide range of displays he saw afterwards.
Changes.

One or two changes have taken place recently.
Trevor Hayes has relinquished the
post of Secretary in order to take over the newsletter.
Alan Hart will continue
to duplicate the newsletter and we thank him for his work in the past and for his
continuing generosity in providing the paper for us.

Bernard Mee, a committee member for the past two years, has moved back to
Maidstone and has taken over as Secretary.

Please sand items for. the newsletter to Trevor Hayes, 26, Greystones Road,
Bearsted, Maidstone,

Kent.

Nickname Competition.

The following list is the best I have been able to compile from the marked
answer sheets.

Apologies for the blanks!

Kipperfeet/Jake

J.S. Tresilian

Rowdy/Sid

S.K.fi.

Hitler

H.

Millie

Mr.

The Boy
Jugs
Chocks
The General

tocCormick

•

E.C. Julier
to.J.C. Caley
Blackford
Hodges

Yates

Blake

Ually

B.W.

Gift

Rev. G.I.F. Thompson

Hammond

Joe

C.S. Cocker

Plum

J.W.K.
C.U.ii.

Jawbone/Jap

J.u.P. Jones

Murk

H.P. McCallum

Tweedy

Mr.

J? iggy/Tosh/Tash

P.J. Palmer

Bingo

willy

V.S. Fawcett

Herbie

Joe

Reynolds

Herbert Matthews
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Mr. Nicholson

Tish/Tisha

Alec Stewart

Goat

Percy

S.T.

Whack

W.A. Claydon

Fergie

L. Ferguson

Claude

C. Portal

Holy Joe

C.P. flolyman

Hairy

J.In.

Killer

R. Kemp

Mungo

Jock

J. Legat

Rasum

E.T. Melly
Mr. Moorwood

Hosey

Mr. Landa

Jake

J.C.B. Carter

Sam

Mr.

The Braw
Beta

C.S.M.

Richmond

Cooke

Gaspers/Garspers

Morgan

Bennett

G.B. Philips

Nogger

G.W. Knight

Ichabod

S.W. Johnson

Cutthroat

D.L. Cutforth

Spook

Mr.

Dawson

Staff News

We deeply regret to record the death of Mrs. Gladys Julier, widow of "Ted", and
herself so loyal a supporter of the school that we could almost rank her as one

of the staff; happily, her last illness was not of long duration, but she will
be much missed by past and present staff and a lot of Ted's former pupils.
Possibly not all O.Ms will know that Mrs. Hodges, widow of "Plum" Hodges, is
now back in Maidstone, living in Pear Tree Lane just opposite Tom Gutteridge,
who carries his 8*f years quite remarkably well.

Of other generations, we recently had news of K.J.G. Sherwen, who taught French
some years ago: he is now Head of Publications in the Information Directorate
of N./wT.O. Some may remember Gert Wiedersheim, who was German assistant in
1950-51. He visited the school to show his wife and son around, and talked
nostalgically of being taughtto play shove-halfpenny in the Common Room. He
enquired especially after Vernon Fawcett, remarking rather cryptically that he
still has a photograph of Vernon washing a shirti Herr Wiedersheim now holds
a managerial position in a steelworks in the Saar. another assistant of whom

memories came back to us recently was Monsieur Jacob, who was French assistant
some 28 years ago} his son came to spend a few weeks in Maidstone and attended
lessons with our Sixth Form during that time.

Peter Broster, who had a year on the staff as a guest teacher from South Africa,
was in itogland recently to attend a Science conference and to make some

.

Industrial visits. He hopes to be back in 1980-81 with his wife and family, to
Reading University, and it will be pleasant to see him then, we hope. He
comments wryly "Politics here is as big a mess as ever, with some rays of hope:
perhaps there really is a future!1'
News of Old Maidstonians.

A.S. anderson wrote from Bromley.

■

He retired from banking in 1965 and since then

has been working for two days a week with the United Society for the Propogation
of the Gospel. He expresses his pleasure at the achievements of MGS boys in
recent years and says he remembers happy days at the Tonbridge Road School.

M.R. ..shby gained a PasB with Merit in his Part 1 Humanities examination at Kent
University.

M. Bagness and his partner finished fourth in the extremely gruelling Karrimor
Mountain Marathon in North Wales in October; he has also been a member of the
British Junior Orienteering squad, and has coached in both running and navigation.
He spent the summer training in Norway.

.
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N.G. Barham passed his.B.Sc. Hons. in Civil Engineering at.the City University
with

Chris Baker has written from 18, Cradlebridge Drive, Willesborough* Ashford, Kent.
He was married in April of last year and is living with his wife in Ashfqrd. He
would be very pleased to see any old friends.
He has been working as a
laboratory technician in a research laboratory for two years and is at present
taking an H.ft.C.

in Chemistry.

Andrew Barnicoat (1967-197*0 has been'appointed a Lecturer in Geology (with

special reference to Metamorphic Petrology) at the University College, Aberystwyth.

After gaining his B.3c. at Leeds he mqved to. Edinburgh where he has been
undertaking research for a Ph.D.

.

A.C. Bell has gained his B.Sc. in Civil Engineering at the Thames Polytechnic.
D.A. Birt is.about to commence a degree course in Economics at Kingston Polytechnic.
P.D.J. Boweh was successful in his examination in Chinese at University. College,
•

Oxford.

M.J. Brook passed his B.A. Hons. in History at Kent University in Class II.i.

M.E. Burfridge was placed in Class II in Modern Languages at Exeter College, Oxford.
K.F. Cheng was placed in the II.i. Class Honours list for Economics at the London
School of Economics.

V.G. Claydon (1938) has written from 58, Rodney Road,. West Bridgford, Notts.
He has just retired after 32 years in the District Audit Service and is always
pleased to see or hear from any contemporaries living in or passing through the area.
Alan Cculson visited the school recently; he is now Administration Manager with the
Bank of Montreal's Market Square Branch, London, Ontario.
He spoke with great
feeling of his joyous memories of the production- of "La Belle Helene" some years "ago.

He would like to pass greetings tc some old .friends, of whom he met Pefe Kirby,
Dave DiGara, Tcny Marshall, Stuart Taylor and Mike Barber,

Simon Wiggand Leon Politowicz*'

and two he missedAny O.Ms in Canada are invited to contact him at

450,. Highland Avenue 1008, London, Ontario, Canada NC6 5BI.

Tel: (519) >3^ W+7.

•.

We were sad to learn of"the death, in a flying accident, of Squadron-Leader
David Coupland, killed'in Germany.in July* Ho leaves a widow and two sons aged
10 and 12,

to whom goes our deepest sympathy.'

.

A.D. Cutler graduated from Imperial College with first class honours,
warmly congratulate him. '
'
.

on which we
'■

H.K. Gordon is also to be congratulated o'n a first class,' this time in his

Engineering degree at Leicester University.

•

-

'•.■"'""•

D,A. Halton has for some years been working in finance and business administration
in New York; he lives in Park Lane, and is married with a daughter.
Alan Hart had a long and thoughtful letter prominently printed in "The Guardian"
in August; his theme was a possible solution to the problem of Ireland by adopting
a confederal scheme of government.

■

,

Andrew Hicklin has just completed the first year at Brunei University studying for .
an Honours Degree in the Social Sciences having worked for a year after leaving
M.G.S.
Last summer, he taught Athletics to American children in Texas through.a
scheme called "Camp iunerica".

Mark Hull wrote a long and interesting screed to Bob Rylands, from which-we glean
the fact that he is himself an economist at the level of giving advice to Ministers

of the Crown; he also had news of some friends, Stephen King ("used to bump into

Page

him -at-Bristol because he had a girlfriend there; perhaps they are married now ),

Stephen PaulT"Chria -Harvey d''was reading Economics and Accounting and should have
graduated by now"provided that he took some time off from the Rugby field; he

had made the University First XV in his' first term" - Bristol University that is),
and Tim Ritchie (who left M.G.S. from the Middle School when his parents left the
area; he is now reading either Law or Modern Languages, Mark wasn't quite sure
whichj and is also presumably, at Bristol).

Rear Admiral T..B. Homan was Guest of Honour at Speech Day on 1? December; having
retired from the Navy he is now administering lawyers in the Temple.

He gave us

a very admirable address» entertaining as well as thoughtful, and afterwards,

over tea, we learned that his brothers Philip and Richard continue to ^^riax\
the former, one-time head of the Metrication Board, has now retired , and the
latter is in the Church.

Philip's two sons, Mark and Jonathan, both O.Ms also»

are doing well in the world of commerce; one is an accountant, the other an
estate-agent4

G.A. Husking's voice has been heard on radio programmes recently* in a series
devoted to the history of modern Russia (he is Chairman of the Department of

History at-fcesex University, and was about to be ^terv"weV°^!o%«v within '
Russian at Birmingham* though we do not yet know the outcome)*

One day, within

abou^an hour of hearing the end of Geoffrey's talk about life in the ^S'S-^.

and WiSLt moving the dialof one's radio a hairsbreadth, it was also P^sible to
hear John Gribbin holding forth on some cosmic disaster or other, a topic which
he seems to have more or less "cornered the market in1 .

Peter Jefferies is working in the social sevices field in Philadelphia, U.S.A.
His work is with maladjusted boys.

He has just become a father.

T.I. Jennings is to be congratulated on his "first" in Modern Languages at Wadham
College, Oxford,

-*
quite recently. Heis married, and has three sonsaged 12,. 10 and

friends.

New address:

7, Louisfields, Fairlands, Guildfordj

Tonv. Lurcock has been appointed a College Lecturer in English at Somerville College,
Oxford.

He is married to a Finnish wife, and has a baby son.

.. ; , ;•

iasssrejiga
^=Tk^ isssrrf^
Boysonto task for his proposal that some kind of coercion to take up certain
types of course might be desirable.

.

!. McAthy passed his B.Sc. in Civil Engineering, with Commendation, at Thames loly.
C.r. Mace is an Assistant Education Officer, and lives at Yateley in Surrey.
S.A. Marsh gained a class 2 in laiglish at New College, Oxford.

q. Parker was placed in Class II.2 in Combined Studies at Leicester University,
and is now an Accounts trainee at Scholl UK.

•

I.W, Pawlik was placed in Class III in his Music degree at City University.

.
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P.J. Payne obtained a II. i in his B.A. (Combined Arts) course at Sunderland Poly.

Renny Rye received much praise for his direction of the film "A Moment in Time"
on B.B.C.

1.

•

....

David Ridsdale (1959) has written a long letter about his work with P. and 0.
After some early years of involvement in such activities as passenger accident

insuranceclaims and cruising promotions,, he took examinations at the City of
London College to secure Membership of the Institute of Transport and Fellowship
of the Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers. In 1966 he was' transferred to Melbourne
to assist in the opening of a Shipbroking Office in P&0 Australia.

After he

arrived in Melbourne he joined the Harlequin Rugby Club arid has played for eight
seasons.

He married in 197^ arid has two daughters.

He Would welcome contact

from any O.Ms especially those of the late 50's/early 60's.
^ Vears Road, Ashburton, Victoria 31^7» Australia.

Address:

Graham Ross has graduated from Birmingham University in Mathematics.

He has taken

a month's holiday in Europe with an Inter-Rail, ticket before starting as a

computer programmer with the C.E.G.B. in London. He would like to hear from, any
of his year,- -particularly any of the "double maths" crowd, or members of the
Railway Club. .Address.:. _28 Broadoak Avenue, Maidstone.
Neil Sammells acheived the distinction of a First in English at University College,

Oxford.

He has now been accepted by University College, London to read for his

Ph.D., and is looking forward to teaching other people as part of his course.

He mentioned that his younger brother "has now settled down to a life of domestic
bliss".

Trevor Sidley is working for Cadbury Confectionery, Kent Area.
Beech Bough,

His address is

West Peckham.

A.C. Wahta gained a Class 11.2 in his B.Sc* in Chemistry at Leicester University.

M.J. Wallis obtained a distinction in his part 1 exam in Humanities at Kent Univ*
J.N.A. Wilson has obtained his B.Sc. in Food Science at Leeds, and is to take up
work as a Quality Supervisor at Lyons Bakery, Wakefield.
Jubilee Year.

This year is the fiftieth anniversary of the school's move to Barton Road and it
is hoped that the Society will nut let the occasion pass unnoticed.

First, there is the Jubilee Supper to be held on Friday, March 28th.

This year

the cost of tickets will be £2.50, the format will be new and less formal, and we
hope that these two attractions will encourage you to come along and join in the
celebrations.

Secondly, Ihope, with your help, to produce a Jubilee Newsletter in July 1980.
I would like you to delve back into your memories of life at the school in its.
present site at Barton Road.

immediate changes were there?

Can you remember the move?

What went on?

What

What was the single most amusing or moving event

during your school life at Barton Road*

Please try and make a response- all

letters will be acknowledged.

Thirdly, if you are one of those people who is usually too modest/shy/lazy to
write in with a few details of yourself and your progress since leaving M.G.S.
take this opportunity, to help swell.the news in the special Jubilee Issue.

Finally, Iwould appreciate your views on an idea suggested-by Bryan Welcome.
One evening when his television and radio weren't working he picked up the O.M.
Society minute books for the 1920's and 1930's.

He suggested that there wu-re

some snippets which' may be worth investigating and reporting in a brief article.
;

.

Trevor Hayes.

■
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JE.P. Gutteridfle *tward £for a 'scientist' undertaking activities in the Arts field)
Nicholas Hornsby, £35 for expenses of tours with the Kent Youth Orchestra.

Staff Changes

Major departures include-

.

.

J.A. Blake- retirement

Mrs. S.E. Errington- maternity retirement
H.R.O. Maltby- The Downs School, Dartford
D.W. Pratt- retirement

T.A. Wood- Erith School

•

**«•****«•**•*••»*«•****••*••«**••«**

Forthcoming Events.

Wednesday 30th January: Annual General Meeting at the School at 7.30 pm (staffroom)
Friday 28th March: O.M. Supper.

Thursday-Saturday, May 1-2-3? Production of an Operetta by the School, to a
libretto and music specially written by two Old
" Maidstonians. Apply early for tickets, as this
unique occasion should not be missed!
Wednesday 18th June« Sports Day
Wednesday 16th July: Jubilee Speech I/ay

ANNUAL

SUPPER

Friday 28th March
7.30pm for 8,0pm.
Tickets are £2.50 per head.

I ENCLOSE £

for

ticket (s).
Signed....
.

.

Address....

PLEASE NOTE: applications for tickets should be sent, with the money, to
Bryan Welcome,

.

2 Greystones Road,
■

,

Bearsted,
Maidstone,

Kent ME15 8PD.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Subscriptions to:

I enclose £1 (£

Roger Brown, Hon. Treasure^ 7 Greenfields, Willington Street,

Maidstone, Kent ME15 8ET.

if for more than one year) being my subscription to the

OLD MHlbSTONIaN SOCIETY for the year 198O and/or 1981.
Signed

Address

Year of leaving..

Banker's Order required - Yes/No,

